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TO THE 
RIGHT HONOURABLE 


ELIZABETH LADY RUSSEL. 


Maran, 


Preſume to do myſelf the honour of 

] inſcribing this ſmall Eſſay to your la- 

dyſhip's name, induced thereunto not 

by endowments common to the age, but 

thoſe that. conſtitute the char acter of an 
accomplithed chriſtian. 


WHILE others who enjoy the upper 
ſtations in this lower world, paſs away 
life, in fruitleſs amuſements, among ſha- 
dows of pomp and grandeur ; you, Ma- 
dam, realize the inviſibilities of another 
world into your mind, and ſtudy to ſur- 
paſs others in goodneſs, as much as you 
excel them in rank and dignity. 


a 2 How 


iv THE EPISTLE DEDICATORY. 


How happy ſhoutd we be, if all thoſe, 
who ſhine in the ſame advanced circum- 
ſtances, entertained themſelves as wiſely ; 
and cliſcovered the ſame ſtrict regard to 
the laws of virtue, the only true and 
genuine ſource of honour. 


Io have ſentiments of mind equal to 
Four quality, to be humble in fuch an 


exalted condition, to have greatneſs tem- 
pered with ſo much real goodneſs, to be 
moderate in a high fortune, and in the 


midit of free and full fruitions, to be al- 


ways eaſy to yourſelf, and in all relations 
and capacities acceptable to others, are 
inſtances of a mind truly noble; inſtan- 
ces that attract the admiration of all who 
have the honour and happineſs of your 


ladyſhip's acquaintance. 


Your pious and ardent zeal for the 
Redeemer's intereſt, and your readineſs 
to ſupport proteſtantiſm in oppoſition to 
profaneneſs and popery in all its forms, 


revive in me the images of your noble 


and dear relatives, thoſe truly chriſtian 
worthies, who fell victims to popiſh rage 
and antichriſtian tyranny ; I mean the 
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Lyle. 


To ſay leſs would be unjuſt in me, to 
ſay more would be unealy to you, whoſe 
temper is as ſollicitous to ſhun praiſes, as 


it is aſſiduous to deſerve them. 


May your Iadyſhip's days be longand 
bright, your laſt moments ſerene and 
comfortable ; may you be long happy in 
in your dear conſort, that example of con- 


ſumate virtue. 


I recommend you and yours to the 
divine care and conduct, and beg you 
will do me the honour to believe, that 
vith ſentiments of great eſteem and re- 


ects, 


I am, 
Warrington, 
Nov. 5. 1722. 


Mapa, 


Tour Ladyſhip's 


1 
ever honourable Lord Ruſſel, and Lady 


Moſt humble Servant, 
C, OWEN, 
3 THE 


THE 
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N the following Effay, you have a faint 
draught of that love wlũch indeed paſt: 
eth all underſtanding ; it is eaſier to adore 
it with rapturous and ſilent admiration, 
than deſcribe the wonders of it 1n words, 


The higheſt rhetoric: is too flat to de- 
clare the demenſions of redeeming love, 
the greatneſs of which is but imperfectly 
exprelled, even by the exalted epithets 
of wonderful and unconceivable. 


Here infinite riercy appears in its 
brighteſt luſtre, divine love 1n the richeſt 
attire, and grace ut. is greateſt beauty : 
the Father of merci, to ſpare man, en- 
graves the maiks o. is righteous: indig- 
nation on his dear Son; the Son ſubmits, 
and dies a victim to vindictive juftice. 
Tran ſcendent love! Love beyond all ima- 
] guation ! 


How 


How 
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How happy was Adam in his paradiſai- 
eal ſtate? But the ſplendor of his original 
felicity is eclipſed by the more dazzling 
beams of evangelical happineſs. 


How conſpicuous are the effuſions of 
divine goodneſs in the world of nature ! 
but that grace which adorns the creation, 
yaniſhes before the light of this more mag- 
nificient love. 


How happy are the holy angels! how 
large their portion f grace]! But when 
redeeming goodneſs ſhines forth as the 
riſing ſun, their grace ſappears like the 
morning ſtar; our recovery is their a- 
Roniſhment, and ſubject cf their hallelu- 
jahs: O! let us join with them in an- 
thems of praiſe, and long to be above, 
where he, who on earth was a man of 
{orrows, ſhines with unclouded glory, and 
where we ſhall be repleniſhed 1yith thoſe 
joys that are incttable and permanent, 


Let there be no contention among us 
about Chriſt, but who ſhall love him 
molt, and ſerve him beſt ; this will be 
matter of rejoicing, not only to hearers, 
but miniſters : for what is our hope, or 


joy, 


viii” TEE PR FFACE., 

joy, or crown of rejoicing ? Are not ye in 

the preſence of our Lord Jeſus Cari at 

his coming. p 
That the name of the Lord Jeſus may 
be magnified, and that his kingdom, 
which is not of this world, may come in 


its power and purity, are the fervent pray- 
ers of 


Your humble Servant, 


C. OWEN. 
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CHAF. I. 


Introduction. The text explained. The re- 
demption of fallen man, and rejection of 
fallen angels very aſtoniſhing. Reaſons of 
the wonder. Adam's fin in effect the 
ſame with that of angels, Both very early 
in the tranſgreſſion. The malignity and 
aggravations of Adam's ſin. God's poſi- 
tive law, the teſt. of Man's obedience. 
| God's grant aud ſpeech to Alam. A- 
dam”s reply, God no gainer by man's re- 
demption. Man inferior to angels betore 
and after the fall. Page 1. 


c H A P. II. 


An inquiry into the reaſons why man was 
not forſaken as well as angels. The ſin 
of angels not greater than that of man. 
The recovery of man not a more bonour- 
able or more eaſy work. No greater at- 


tractives in mankind than angels. God 
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no leſs kind to Adam before the fall than 
to angeli, The cry of man's miſery nor 
greater than that of angels. Fallen an- 
gels no more able to recover themſelves 
than fallen man. God under no greater 
obligation to man than to angels, P. 31. 


CHAP. III. 


Some conjetures why falllen angels are not 
redeemed. All mankilnd fell in Adam, 
but all the angels did not fall, when ſome 
of them revolted. Adam had a tempter, 
which they had not. Angels ſinned by 
their own proper will, whereas Adam's 
poſterity ſinned only by the will of their firſt 
parents. The Angels ſinned againſt greater 
light, they moved in a higher orb, Mere 
ringleaders in ſin, and the firſt rebels. Som 
Refuſed ſubjeftion to Feſus Chriſt in our | 7 
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The peculiar miſery of unbelievers. The wow 
derful honour conferred on the human na- ;, 
ture. The impoſſibility of ſalvation with- 
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of the devil' hatred to man. 


CHAP. V. 


cumſtances of his crucifixion, pain, ſhame, 
&c. The triumphs of mercy and juſtice, 
The ſupremacy of our affettion due to Fa- 


ther, Son, and Spirit, the ſacred three that 
bear record in heaven. P. 92. 


CHAP. VI. 


Some peculiarities of God's love in redemp- 

tion, conſidered, viz. That man ſhould be 
more loved than angels, good and bad, than 
Adam in innocency, than Chriſt himſelf in 
ſome reſpefts, Directions bow to improve 


the condition of fallen angels. In it we 
fee the malignity of ſin, weakneſs of the 
n- 


creature, the inſufficiency of his ſufferings 
to ſatisfy the demands of juſtice, The ne- 
ceſſity of perſeverance. P. 154. 


Our deep 
engagements to Feſus Chriſt. P. 73. 


The original of our ſalvation. Man's duty 

to honour his nature, and advance the Re- 
deemer*s intereſt by obedience and fuffer= 
ing. The condeſcenſion of Chriſt conſider- 
ed in variety of particulars. His incar- 
nation, the infirmities attending the hu- 
man nature. The ſorrows of his life, cir- 
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Introduction. The text explaine.l. The re- 
demption of fallen man, and rejection of 
fallen angels very aſtoniſhing. Reaſons of 
the wonder. Alam's ſin in affect the 
ſame with that of angels, Both very carly 
in the tranſgreſſions. The malignity and 
aggravationt of Adams ſin. God's poſi- 
tive law, the teſt of Mais obedience. 
Go ls graut and ſpecch to Alam. A 
dams reply. God no gainer by man's re- 
demption. Man inferior to angel. before 


aud after the fall. 
| p , *HAT fo many angels ſhould leave 


their own habitation, and be re- 
ſerved in everlaſting chains under 


darkneſs, and that man who forſook Pa- 
| 


radiſe ſhould be readmitted into the fa- 
voor of God, is a moſt aſtoniſhing act of 
providence, © For verily he took not on 

A him 


$59 
him the nature of angels; but he took 
on him the ſeed of Abraham,” Heb. ii. 
16, * For he taketh not hold of angels, 
but of the ſeed of Abraham he taketh 
hold.” Where we may obſerve three 
things. | 


I. The undertaker of man's redemp- 
tion. He, i. e. Jeſus Chriſt in both na- 
tures. I' was neceſſary, he ſhould be 
man that he might die, and ſatisfaction be 
for made ſin in the nature that offended. 
The text favours this ſenſe, by excluding 
fallen angels from grace, becauſe he did 
not aſſume their nature. : 

As he was the Son, he was only God; ; 
as Mediator, God and man: lis being a 
Son, is in order of nature before his be- 
ing a Mediator, Now, it was neceſſary 
he ſhoald be God, to bear him up under 
the burden of his ſufferings, and to ren- 
der them meritorious for us. None but 
Chriſt could otter a ſacrifice as valuable 
as the offence was provoking. No mere 
creature had ſtrength enough to bear our 
ſins, nor dignity enough to ſatisfy for 
them. 1 140 


I. Limitation of it. It was for us He 
cid not take upon him the nature of an- 


gels 
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gels, nor offer any ſatisfaction for their 


affence ; but he took on him the ſeed of 
Abrabam, that is, the human nature ab- 
ſtrated from fin, but not entirely ſepa- 
rated from thoſe infirmities that are pure- 
ly animal, ſuch as hunger, thirſt, weari- 
neſs, &c. 

Why the ſeed of Abraham? For three 
realons. This is mentioned, 

1. Becauſe the promile of the Meſſias 
was made to the Jews, who were the na- 


| tural ſecd of Abraham. To them the di- 
vine oracles, which contained the promiſe 
| of life, were committed. 


2. To comfort the believing Hebrews 


d; ia their diſperſion. Their ſteady adher- 
a I ence to chriſtianity, having raiſed a vio- 
be- lent ſtorm againſt them, the apoſtle in the 
ary text chears up their ſinking hopes with 
der WW this, viz. That Chriſt took on him the 
en- ſeed of Abraham, whole children they 
but I were. 

able z. Becauſe in Abraham's ſeed all na- 
nere tions were to be blefll.d. It was typical, 
our WF thadowing out all future believers in the 
for N world, who, in God's account, are the 

ſpicitual ſeed of Abraham. 1 

| 

He III. The manner how. When we lay v1 


an- wvembling over the diſmal gulf, into i 
ba 3 which. | 
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which the angels had already fallen, our 
dear redeemer ſtretched out his arms 
and delivered us from going down to 
that -bottomlcſs pit; there they lie in 
their chains, while he knocks off our fet- 
ters, and by his own death ranſoms our 
fouls from bondage. 
The PkoPOSITION. 

That the Redeemer's love in regard- 
ing fallen man, and not fallen angels, is 
very aſtoniſhing. 

Tu is diſcriminating inſtance of grace 
is the wonder of heaven and earth, and 
will be the admiration of eternal ages. 
Aſtoniſhing providence! fallen angels are 
fallen into hell; fallen man, who deſer— 
ved to be there alſo, is reſtored to favour 
and raiſed to heaven. 

METH OD. 

I. What reaſon there might be to ex- 
pect that fallen man thould be for- 
laken as well as fallen angels? 

II. What reaſon may be ſuppoſed it 
was not ſo? : 

III. What uſe to be made of this? 

Firſt, What reaſon there mignt be to 
expect that fallen man ſhould be for- 
ſaken as well as fallen angels? 

ALL the reaſon in the world, if we 


conlider, 
1. Ther 


redemption. 
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. Their ſn was the ſame. 
2. That God is no gainer by man's 


That he is inferior to angels, after 
their fall, as weil as before. 


I. Adam's ſin, in effect, was the ſame 


with that of angels, and conſequently 
deſerved the ſame treatment. 

To give this its due weight, we'll 
briefly conſider his firſt ſin, with its Ma- 
lignity and aggravations. 

1. As to Adam's firſt fin. 

For ſubſtance it was the ſame with 
that of angels, I hey bath tranſprefled 
the ſaine law, and both were very early 
in the tran zreflion. 

Ihe particular {in of Adam conſiſted 
in eating, ia cating the forbidden fruit, 
not for need, but for wantonneſs and cu- 
rioſity. It is true, God had given Adam 
an appetite, wacreby he was capable of 
deſiring ſo agrecable a fruit; but to bar 
the unlau ful excurſions of that appctite, 
He did not only pi ohibit the tree, but 
enforced the prohibition by a threatening 
of death. And what more proper to 
guard him againſt temptation, than ſuch 
a ſtri command, ſpirited with ſo tercibie 
a penalty ? Thus we ſee how 

StLF*>ENIAL was a duty enjoined in 


A 3 Parachſe 


(0) 
Paradiſe, and the firſt ſin was ſelf-pleaſi ing, 
i. e. man's doing his own will in contra- 
diction to the will of God, or eating of 
that tree which God had expreſily pro- 
hibited. 

Now, thougli the angels did not ſin by 
eating the forbidden fruit, yet they an- 
ned by doing whit God had forbidden. 
Adam's fin was a tranſgreſſion of the 
law of nature, as well as of a poſitive in- 
ſtitution. Sin is a relative term, and ſup. 

ſes a rule or law, of which it is a 
breach. And though that particular law 
which they tranſgreſſed be not revealed, 
it muſt be a poſitive one, or that of na- 
ture, If the law of nature, it 1s the ſame 
with the moral law violated by Adam, fo 
far as it agrees with their ſpiritual nature, 
and requires divine worſhip, and other 
duties reſulting from the relation of crea- 
tures to God, called by ſome, Covenant 
of Works, under which Chriſt, the ſecond 
Adam, was born, and under which the 
ſtanding angels enjoy their preſent feli- 
city, And ſuppoſing it to be a poſitive 
law, they could not violate that, without 
tranſgreſſing the law of nature 

Now, though man was in the ſame 


tranſgreſſion with angels, and by conſe- 


* deſerved the fame puniſhment, 
| yet. 
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yet man is ſpared, and fallen angels are 
left under irretrievable miſery. Lord! 
What was there more in the guilt of an- 


gels than in the fin of man, that thou 


wouldſt never vouchſafe to caſt one fa- 
vourable {mile upon them? 

Avam and angels were very early in 
the tranſgreſſion. Did the angels ſin im- 
mediately after their creation? ſo did 
Adam; be commenecd rebel as ſoon as 


was very ſhort, for according to the o- 
pinion of ſome learned men, he fell on 
the ame day that he was macle, alledging 
for proof, Plal. xlix. 12, * Man being 
in honour abideth not, or, Adam being 
in honour lodged not one night,“ (tv 
the Hebrew) i. e. upon the bed of ho- 
nour in Paradiſe. This ſenſe ſeems to be 
favoured by John viii. 44. The devil 
was a murderer from the beginning,“ 
I e. from the days of the creation. From 
the beginning was the common phraſe 
whereby the Jews expreſſed the days of 
creation, Hence it is, that they called 
ne works of creation, the works in the 
begianing. So that if he fell within the 
ys of creation, he fell on the day that 
We was made. 


THE 


be had a being; his reign in Paradiſe 
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THE probability of this will further 
appear from their ſpeech, which ſeems 
to infiguat: as if no fruit had been eaten 
betore. Belides, it Adam had continued 
any time without {1, it is likely he had 
bagot Cain his firit born without fin, 
But that which feems mo:t conſiderable 
is, That the redemption of the world 
was to be declared inſtantly upon the 
creation; fince the ſecond Adam was to 
repair the ruins of the firit, it was fic le 
ſhould be proclaimed King and $% 
viour, even the firſt day of man, that he 
might be ſet up, Lord of all men, from 
the fiſt day of man's appearance ia the 
world, 

Abb to theſe, the ſeeming correſpom 
dence there is between the fall and re J* 
demp:ion: it is certain our redemption 
was wrought on the ſixth day of the f 


weck, the day (as *tis ſuppoled) Ada wi 
tell: probably he took the lorbidden frui * 
; 


about noon, which is the time of eating 
and it was about that hour Chriſt wal ““ 
nailed to the croſs. About three in te 
afternoon our Lord died, and it is con 
jectured that about that very time th 
promiſe of a ſaviour was made to Adam 
Ir he ſell on the {xt1 day, then it WL 
fol, in conſequence of the foregoily 
conjec 
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conjecture, that ſin entered into the 
world, and Clwiſt was promiſed before 
the ſevemth day came, and thus God 
creared a new creation, before he reſted 
on the ſabbath- day, as having wrought a 
new world of grace; which was a greater 
work than the creation of nature ; ſo that 
the inſtitution of the ſabbath was partly 
moral and partly evangelical. Before 
the fall Adam was obliged to keep it by 
the law of nature, aud after by a poſitive 
injunction. 

THE work of that day was to praiſe 
God for creating the world, eſpeci ally 
for the promiſe of a redeemer, by whom 
it was to be reflored; therefore the 
Jews were vont to ſity of the ſabbath, 
that it was a Mediator. The title of 
Pal. xcli. is, A Pſalm of the Sabbath, 
which the Chaldee tranflator renders 
thus, © A pſalm or ſong which Adam the 
fuſt man ſung concerning the ſabbath- 
day,” And upon Cant. 1. he ſpeaks yet 
more plainly, viz. ** When Adam ſaw 
that his fin was pardoned, when the ſab- 
bath came he ſung a pſalm, as it is ſaid, a 
plalm or ſong for the ſabbath day.“ 
Lightfoot---- Beſides no ſocner is Clu iſt 
promiſed, but the earth is cvrſed, that 
none might look for bleſſedneſs on earth 

but 


( to ) 8 
but in Chriſt, whoſe Kingdom is not of "= 
this world. ſte 

2. The malignity of Adam's fin, AW |, 
total apoſtacy from God. 


; crir 
Ir was of a very heinous nature; an W 
attempt to dethrone God, and to uſurp God 
his prerogative; a conſpiracy with devils Poo 
againſt heaven, the greateſt preſumption pret 
that a creature could be guilty of, It Hihei 
was a voluminous and compheated fin, W, . 
being a breach of all the commandments, MW: | 
It was 2 wilful veaturing upon that He 
death that God had threatened, and by Heart 
that one ſin, he murdered all his poſteri- . 
with 
ty before they were born. And what TM 
greater malignity could there be in ve , 
ſias of angels? Not very much, beſure, * 
if any at all. n 
i eri 
Were the angels guilty of unbelief! and 


So was Adam, in hearkening to the Orb 
tempter more than to his faithful Cres lin 
tor. This unbelief, or not believing be 
God's word, ſeems to be his ſirſt fin, 1 ki 
mean, his not believing the reality of iſe 
God's intention in the command and 49 
threatening. | ter) 

Were the angels guilty of pride? Yes, Nuat 
1 Tim. iti. 64 Leſt being lifted up wit NU 
pride, he fail into the condemnation of on 


the devil,“ that is, into the fir of pride. 
which 


a 


' Wforfeited all their comforts by aſpiring 
after greater heights of glory. 

Ap were not our firſt parents equally 

- criminal in this refpe&t ? No ſooner made 


out of nothing, but they aſpire to be as 
Pods, i. e. independent and abſolute. 
Poor worms! juſt crept our of duſt, yet 
preſumptouſly affect an equality with 


u their Almighty Maker. Strange! that 
Adam of ſo mean an original, ſhould fo 
** ¶ bon forget himſelf, Infinite audacity! 
dat ge was not content to be Lord of the 
by earth and ſeas, but acts the competitor 
Lich the God of heaven for univerſal do- 
"lt Hnunion. 

8 « Ye ſhall be as Gods,” ſ:id the temp- 


ter, and poor Adam and Eve had the 
ranity to believe they ſhould be ſo indeed; 
and with that very expectation eat the 
forbidden fruit. God made them like 
limſelt, holy and happy; but they would 
be like the moſt High, without boutids or 
imitation: they rivaled him in his om- 
nilcience, concluding that an cquality in 
nowledge, did infer an <quality in e- 
ery thing elle. But this preſumptuous 
nan is reſtored, and the angels who 
ould not be guilty of greater preſump- 
ion, are left in their miſcrable ſtate. 

Were 


which turned angels into devils. They 


3 

Were the angels guilty of ingratitude, 
that epitome cf all ſin? So was Adam, 
in taſting the only tree God had forbie- 
den He finned in the midſt of Paradiſc, 
which was a heaven upon earth. 

Were the angels guilty of diſcontent ? 
Yes, therefore it is fd.“ | hey left their 
own habitation,” which they hacl not 
done, without entertaining a project of 
improving their happineſs, Jude 6. And 
what thall we ſay of Adam? Can he be 
ſaid ro be pleaſed with his condition, 
who ſought out new inventions to better 
it? yet treaſures of mercy are ſtored up 
for rebellious man, and the revolted an- 
gels are left under the curſe of the law. 

Max is not only admitted to a proba 
tionary ſtate, but ſollicited by the mot 
melting intreatics. to accept of pardon 
and peace, 2 Cor. v. 20, Now then 
we ae ambaſladors for Chriſt, as though 
God did beſeech you by us.” Incxprel: 
ſible condecenſion! What Lord, thou 
ſtoop, thou kneel down entreating ſinful 
men to return to their duty, and not 
breathe out cne Kind invitation to fallen 
angels? O what ſhall I render ? 

Did angels ſlight the authority of God! 
So did Adam. He trampled upon the 


divine commands and threatening) 
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which was in effect to deſpiſe God in his 
heart, as if he had been unworthy of his 
regards. 

Ir was a moſt daring inſult upon ini - 
nite Majeſty, hence it is, his ſin is more 
particularly ſtiled, diſobedience, Rom. 
v. 19. for in mere eating of the fruit 
there was no moral evil in the act itſelf, 
but it was a contradiction to a potiſive 
command of God; and by diſobedience 
to it he diſowned his right of cammand- 
ing, or relervirg any thing from the 
creature to his own uſe, 

Why did God make a poſitive law the 
teſt of man's obedience in Paradiſe ? Why 
was he not tried in ſome greater thing? 

nſw. The ſeripture does not account 
for the nature of that tree, nor for the 
cage reaſons that moved God to for- 

« the ule of it. However, we may 
go ſo far as to obſerve, that there ſeems 
to be a greater appearance of wiſdom in 
making this trying law poſitive, than if” 
it had been moral; for, if the prohibition 
betore the fall had been grounded on 
any moral evil, that is, on what was in 
trinfically evil ia the nature of the thing 
tlelf, there had not been fo ciear an evi- 
lence of God's ſovercign dominion, nor 
of Adam's ſuhjechon to it. Man's ori- 
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ginal nature was holy, and fo agreeable to 


the great commands of the law, that 
they were not ſo meet to try a volun- 
tary obedience, and therefore God was 


pleaſed to make a free poſitive lay, 
which is ſuitable to his own dominion, 


and to the trial of man's voluntary ſub- 


jection. 


Now, when that which in itſelf was 
indifferent became unlawful merely by 
the will of God, and when that com- 


mand had no other excellency but to 
Ucclare the authority of God, this was a 


confining man's liberty, ſetting a badge 


< dependence upon him; and in luch a 


cuſe to abſtain was pure obedience. 
LI HERE was no more hurt in itſelf 


for Adam to have eaten of that, than of 


any other tree in the garden; but God 
to thew the right and power he had over 


his own goods, and his authority over 


man, his ſervant, reſerves to himl{clt 
what he plealcd of his own creation, 
which was only one tree. But even 1n 
this, Adam diſputes his authority, and 
would not allow kim to be Lord over 
that one tree 1n the garden. 

O' the patience of God in bearing 
with ſuch an afpiring competitor ! Lord, 


of 
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infinitely g great, and 


W/m 
of iron, and daſh the rebel in pieces like 
a potter's veſſel! Shall a proud worm 
thus contend with his God and live? 
3. We'll now proceed to the aggra- 
vation of Adar's fin. Nothing cair be 


| charged upon fallen angels, of which fal- 
len man was not in ſome meaſure guilty: 
though the offence ſeemed ſmall yer 


the diſobedienee of our firſt parcnts was 
aggravated in that 
they finned unprovokec, againſt inſtan- 


ces of great light and love, and againſt 


an ealy comma nd. 

Did the angels ſin freely without any 
conſtraint ? So did our firll parents, with- 

ut any kind of pretence ; they were 
not forced into the rebellion by a ſu- 
perior arm, or neceſſitated to fall by any 
decree, or by any imperfecton in their 
original ſtute. They were created up- 
right, with wiſdom, which is the recti- 


tude of the mind, and purity, which 1s. 


the Tectitude of the will and affections, 
Feel, vii. 0. 


What then was the cauſe of Adam's 


fall? his own will. 

In our tuft parents there was a natu- 
ral principal of tree will unto good, but 
mutable, fo that as they might have uſed 
it to good, ſo the. wh abuſg it to evil. 
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ginal nature was holy, and fo agreeable to 
the great commands -of the law, that 
they were not ſo meet to try a volun— 
tary obedience, and therefore God was 
pleaſed to make a free poſitive la, 
which is ſuitable to his own dominion, 
and to the trial of man's voluntary ſub- 
jection. 

Now, when that which in itſelf was 
indiflerent became unlawful merely by 
the will of God, and when that com— 
13and had no other excellency but to 
Ucclare the authority of God, this was a 
confining man's liberty, ſetting a badge 
f dependence upon him ; and in luch a 
cute to abſtain was pure obedience. 

Lt HERE was no more hurt in itſelf 
tor Adam to have eaten of that, than of 
any other tree in the garden; but God 
to thew the right and power he had over 
- his own goods, and his authority over 
man, his ſervant, reſerves to him{cit 
what he plcalcd of his own creation, 
which was only one tree. But even in 
this, Adam diſputes his authority, and 
would not allow kim to be Lord over 
that one tree in the garden. 

O the patience of God in bearing 
with ſuch an afpiring competitor ! Lord, 
why didſt not thou break him with a rod 
ö 0! 
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of iron, and daſſi the rebel in pieces Itke 
a potter's veſſel! Shall a proud worm 
thus contend with his God and live! 
3. We'll now proceed to the aggra- 
vation of Adam's fin. Nothing can be 
charged upon fallen angels, of which fal- 


len man was not in ſome meaſure guilty : 
though the offence ſeemed ſmall yer 
| the dilobedience of 
infinitely g great, and 
they ſinned unprovoket, 

ces of great light and love, and againſt 
an caſy command. 


ur ſuſt parents was 
aggravated in that 
againſt in{tan- 


Did tac angels fin freely without any 
conſtraint ? So did gur firit parents, with- 
out any kind of pretence; they were 
not forced into the rebellion by a ſu- 
perior arm, or necefiitated to fall by any 
decree, or by any imperfecton in their 
oripinal ſtutes 
right, with wiſdom, which is the rectt- 


tide of the mind, and purity, which is 


the Tectitude of the will and affections, 
red: vn. . 


What then was the cauſe of Adam's 


fall? his own will. 

IN our tuft parents there was a natu— 
ral principal of tree will unto good, but 
mutable, fo that as they might have uſed 
u to good, ſo the, night abuls it to evil. 
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It is God's prerogative to be unchange- 
able, and none but God can be naturally 
free from change. Mutability is eſſen- 
tial to a creature, as ſuch. Of which 
in the application. 

ADam could have ſtood, when he fel}, 
withoat any more grace than that which 
he then abyfed. He had a power in his 
will to reject the temptation, as well as 
to comply with it. His fall therefore 
was vc!untary, from the free choice of 
his own mutable and fſelt-determining 
will. God took no power from him be- 
fore he tranlgreſſed, nor ſuffered him to 
be affuulted with a temptation that he 
could not reſiſt; fo that he fell, not be-. 
Cauſe he could not ſtand, but becauſe he 
would not. While fatan was repreſent 
ing to them the advantages of eating 
that fruit, ſo intent were their minels u- 
pon being Gods, that all other thoughts 
were ſwallowed up in this. Inadverten- 
cy, a Non-attention to what God fic, 
brought ruin upon them, which they 
might have prevented by a believing coir 
tideration of what God had commanded 
nd thieatened, Had they actually {ct 
before their eyes the threatning of death, 
and conſidered the import ot that 1er- 


rible tentence, and that Cod was obliged 
III 
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1 


in honour and juſtice to execute it upon 
the tranſgreſſor, they had conquered 
the tempter. 

AND was not this plainly deſpiſing the 
law, and calling in queſtion the truth 


and power of the lepiftator, as if he would 
not, or could not call them to an ac- 
count? 
more? What greater malignity in their 


Aud what could rebel angels do 


efence, that ſhall never be pardoned. 
Di angels fin againſt light? So did 
our jir{t parents. The \ woman owns the 
tree was forbidden: yea,. not ſo much 
as to be touched (which earries the mat- 


| ter furcher than God did, for he only 
laid, 1] hou ſhalt not eat of it,” Gen. 
n. 17.) 
which made her a wilful tranſgr eflor. 


and yet ſhe preſuines to cat, 


Thus ſhe turns knowledge into reb-!- 
lion. 


Did the angels ſir againſt inſtances 
of peculiar goodneſ;? $: did our firit 


parents, whole original ſtate was glort 
ous and happy. 


God's Grant and Speech to Adam. 


| have made thee after my own image, 
and this world, with all its rich furniture, 

tor thy fake, I have conſtituted thee 
B 3 bei 
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heir and lord of the earth; have dominion 
over the fiſhes of the ſea, Fouls of the air, 
and beaſts of the field. For the leat of 
thy empire I have given thee Paradiſe, 
a ſituation that for beauties and glories 
is a model of heaven, my own palace; 
enriched with an infinite variety of plea- 
fing objects. The flowers of the ſpring 
and the fruits of the antumn ſtriving to 
make thy life moſt delightful: the air 
fhall be always ſerene, the carth fertile, 
trees fruitful, and the heavens yield no- 
thing but what is fragrant and falutary, 

Senſitive pleaſures are thine to refreſh 
thee in their native purity z; in my ſmiles 
chou ſhalt daily taſte of the more refined 
delights of heaven, the element of an 
vel. 

Among other excellencies I have pro- 
vided on purpoſe a tree of Jife to per— 
petuate thy happy being. To, I give 
thee all things that is within the compass 
of this world, but one ſingle tree, which 
ir thou cat, in dying thou ſhalt dic. | 


am che Lord. 


ADAM's Reply. 
Lord I adore! When my eyes were 
firſt opened, they ſparkled with joy, and 
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my mind was filled with a pleaſing hor- 
ror. Amazed! when I faw thy works 
of wonder, and myſelf ;who but an hour 
ago was a lump of earth) now animated 
with the breath of life, and made the 
happy ſpectator of thy wo ks, 

LoRb! admiration makes me filent, 
and the greater it is, the leſs power 1 
have to ſpeak. The gifts of thy good. 
neſs equally aſtoniſh and confound me. 
What, Lord, created alter thy likeneſs 
and made governor over the works of 
thy hands! a ſacred horror and contn- 
fion overwhelms me. To attempt thy 


| juſt praiſe, is an impoſſibility, to do it in 


the ſublimeſt manner, would but leſſon 
the wonders of thy grace to me, which 
indeed are incomprehenlible. 

Wnar Seraph, what language is 
there (though God himſelf ſhovid form 
it) that can truly and adequately praiſe ſo 
great, io kind a being and benefactor ? 


Lord, how {hall I praiſe thy name, ſince 


there is none can do it ſo as not to dimi- 
mſh rather than magnify thy grandeur, 
and the acts of thy tranſcendent goodneſs. 
| tremble with gladneſs and joy, my 
heart is hot within me, while I mule the 
ire burns; but O I want words----- 


H 
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He that pretends to praiſe thee wor- 
thily, cither does not know thee, or is 
not wortlry of that knowledge. To tell 
thee, O Lord, that thou art infinitely grea- 
ter than all the world, is to {ay nothing, 
and yet is the greateſt praiſe my tongue 
can give, and the leaſt thy majeſty can 
receive, Whatever efforts my imagina- 
tion ſhould make to conceive ſuitable 
wores, I {hall never be able to find out 
any capable of expreſſing the great things 
thou haſt done for me; yea, though | 
ſhould offer thee a ſacrifice of myſelf, I 
ſhould offer nothing but what is thine 
already, becauſe I have nothing but what 
] have received from thy bounty. Be- 
hold, I give thee myſclt, who have the 
honour to be thy image, and what can! 
preſent that is greater than the reſem- 
blance of thyfeit? Not to love, not to 
efleem, not to praiſe, not to obey, would 
be no ofs unto thee, but would be my it 
felicity, my ruin, who, Lord, am thy 
creature, and thy ſervant 


Trvs ſenſibly affected we may ſup: 
poſe Adain to be npon his firſt view of 
this world. Bat O how ſvon did the im- 
preſſion wear off! How foon did he over: 


look the bleſſings of creation | How * 
0 
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did he conſpire againſt his great bene- 
factor, and break out into open re- 
bellion againſt him, even in the midſt of 
Paradiſe. 

AxD what did the angels more? yet 
they are punithed with the utmoſt ſeveri- 
ty for their abuſe of divine bounty : the 
fury of an incenſed God flames out a- 
gainſt them for ever and ever. Lord, 
hat have they done more than we, that 
thou wit never ſmile upon them? Why 
are they doomed to torments that are ex- 
treme and eternal, and not we, who have 
equally deſpiſed the ſame goodneſs? 

AGAIN, Did the angels fin againſt an 
eaſy command? So did Adam. The o- 
bedience required of him was not above 
his power. What more eaſy than to 
abſlain fi om one tree, when he had the 
free and full uſe of all other trees? The 
prece pt being negative, leſſc ned the dif- 
heuity ; for prohibitions are eaſier than 
precepts, i. e. it is eaſier to forbear than 
todo: 4 Thou fhalt not eat,” cannot be 
ſuppoſed to be a ditficult precept. 

He wes forbidden no great thing, only 
to forbear tbe fruit of one tree, a tree he 
could very well fpare, being perfectly hap- 
py without it: Nay farther, the fiuit of 
at tree was poiſon, it was immediate 

death. 
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death. One would think there would 
be no great difficulty to abſtain from ſuch 
a for bidden object. 

Thus we ſee the command was rather 
below than above his ſtrength, andi the 
ſanction of it was more apt to reſtrain 
from the breach of it. than encourage 
any attempts againſt it: the fmaller the 
matter was, the more eaſy was the o- 
bedience, and the more . unreaſonable 
the fin. Adam had greater arguments 
to foi bear than to eat; his all was {- 
cured by the one, his ruin aſcer tain:d 
by the other, 

Ir is true, man had a tempter, whic! 
the angels had not, but he wanted no avi 
ty to refiit the efforts of the {trotigeit 
temptation, Satan with all bis legions 
could not compel his will by any phytical 
ethciency ; this he knew, therefore ma- 
naged the. deſign by moral arguments; i» 
that conqueſt over man in paradiſe was 
not by force, but ſubtility. 

How inexcuſable then were our firſt 
parents, who, though able to maintain 
their ground, for want of a due ſtrict at- 
tention to what God ſaid, tamely ſuffered 
themſelves to be age captives in tie 
garden of liberty? And yet God enters 


into a treaty of reconciliation with man, 
and 
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and the angels are left under blackneſs of 
darkneſs for ever. Shall not this grace 
kindle in my heart a moſt ardent flame 
of lore to the great redeemer, who reſ- 
cued me from that bitterneſs of death 
which is the eternal portion of apoſtate 
angels. 

Dip not man deſerve death as well as 
angels? Were not we in the ſame con— 
demnation, having, in effect, equally ſin- 
ned, and come ſhort of the glory of God? 
Was redeeming grace due more to one 
than to the other? By no means. The 
law made no diſtinction in the cale, but 
awarded the ſame puniſhment againſt all 
its tranſgreflors ; the ſame vengeance, 
theretore, was due to man and angels, 
yet they are left in their chains, left with- 
out the leaſt hope of returning to their 
ancient habitation ; while man is pitied 
under his ruins, the priſon doors thrown 
open, and the criminal not only ſet at li- 
berty, but pa doned and preferred. 

Gop might have inſiſted upon the for- 
ſeiture Adam made by his rebellion, and 
executed the terrible ſentence in all the 
parts of it. Wonderful grace! that he 
did not immediately proſecute us as he 
ed them, according to the outmoſt rigor 
of the law we had violated. Are not fin- 


ful 
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ful men as fit objects of eternal wrath a; 
ſinful angels? And are not miſerable an. 
gels as proper objects of compaſſion az 
nũſerable man? Yes they were; and yet 
they are left, and weare reſtored. Lord, 
how is it we participate of thy favour, 
when we were as unqualified for it as 
they were? Why are we under thy ſinile; 
and they under thy frowns, though 1» 
greater ſinners than ourſelves? 


II. The redemption of man is won. 
derful, if we conſider, God is no gainer 
by it? 

Gow is a being cf abſolute perfection, 
was perfectly happy in that eternal dy 
ration, when there was no creature to 
give him external honour. When he 
cteated the world, it was not to enricl 
himſelf, but to impart a being and hay 
pineſs to his intelligent creatures; and it 
all theſe were deſtroyed, it would by no 
means affect the honour of God, who is 
infinitely bleſſed in liimfclf. His origr 
nal felicity is equally uncapable of ac: 
ceſſion as diminution. What then, 0 
Lord, moved thee to redeem man, to 

make ſo worthleſs a purchaſe? If thou 
wouldſt diſplay the riches of thy grace 


to rebels, why not to rebel angels as wel 
* as 
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as as man? What advantage could he pro- 
in- MW poſe to himſelf by the redemption of ſo 
az MW worthleſs a creature as man? Can a 
yet man be profitable to his God? Is it any 


rd, gain to him that thou makeſt thy ways 
ur, pertect?“ Job xxii. 2, 3. If man in in- 
as W nocency could not add to the riches of 


ies 
110 


his glory, much leſs can we. Can our 
goodneſs extend to him, whoſe infinite 
glory ĩs not capable of the leaſt augmenta 
tion? A ſmall candle adds more light to the 
ſun in its meridian luſtre, than all angels 
and men can do to the effential honour 
of God. He needs not our ſervices to 
ons, enhance his native dipnicy, or render 
du: the ſplendor of his nature and empire 
e 10 WF more illuſtrious. J] hoſe works that diſ- 
he cover his eternal power and Godhead 
nich don't make him more happy, nor would 
hap- it be any infringement of his happiness, 
nden if che whole creation were reduced to its 
y 10 pri midive nothing. 
ho b 
orig III. Our recovery is fur. her wonder- 
f ac ful, if we conſider, man was inferior to 
n, 0 angels, both before and after their fall. 
an, e ir any muſt be redeemed, why not the 
thou ace of heaven ? Why not the moſt ex- 
grace cellent? if any mult be rejected, why not 
s wel man the ſcum and falth of the earth ? 
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1. Man was created lower than the 
angels. 

ADAM was a glorious creature, but an- 
gels ſurpaſſed him in glory, and had the 
pre eminence every way ; they were the 
firſt- born of heaven, and eldeſt offspring 
of created goodnels, dignified in the pro- 
perties of their nature above mankind ; 
yet theſe elder ſons of glory and original 
heirs of heaven, are disfranchiſed and dil. 
inherited for ever, and an upſtart race 
of worms, polluted worms of the earth, 
are preferred unto their place. 

THE creation is a magnificient ſtruc- 
ture, and angels are the moſt noble parts 
of it, pure and perfect ſpirits, not com- 
poſed of, or burdened with groſs matter 
as we are, they belong to that claſs of 
created beings that are eſteemed the moſt 
bright and honourable, and make the 
neareſt approach to God, yet are forſa- 
ken of God ; and what is moſt dreadful, 
are under an impeſlibility of ſalvation; 
while man, their inferior, man that i 
only an enlivened clod of carth, is re- 
fined and made mect for the inheritance 
above. 

ANGELS were the purcſt productions 
of love, every way {ſuperior to man, who 
at his beſt eſtate is vanity, univerſal va 

nity ; 
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nity ; fo the Hebrew. They ſhined like 
ſtars in the firmament of heaven, ue 
crawled as worms on the earth ; but their 
ſuperior excellency ſtands them in no 
ſtead; when they fell, mercy did not in- 
terpoſe, no not one moment on their be- 
halt; flames of unquenchable wrath im- 
mediately ſeized upon them. 

Warx they offended, God aſcends 


his tribunal, and in his hot diſpleaſure 


pronounces the ſentence of, ** Depart 
trom me, ye curſed, into everlaſting fice, 
prepared tor the devil and his rebel an- 
gels.” You ſhall never return to your 
forſaken manſions, the light of my coun- 
tenance ſhall no more ſhine upon you: 


let weeping, wailing, and all the ghaſtly 


rain of deſpair prey upon your hearts for 
ever. Behold 1 ſentence you to the 
dark priſon of juſtice, there to remain for 
ever, uncapable of mercy. Let your 


| chains increaſe, I conſign you over to 


the furious reflections of your own mind, 


and may you never find any other com- 


lort than what flows from deſpair, and 
ting of your enraged conſcience. May 
nothing of lite remain, but what may 
always ſer ve to give y ou a ſenſe of miſe- 
ry. May your dark and diſmal night 
never fee a morning. Let a painful af. 
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fliftive eternity be your plague and your 
only pot tion, 

2. Man after the fall is in ſome re- 
ſpects inferior to angels. T]hey were 
not more deformed or defiled by their 
apoſtacy than we were; to this day they 
excel in flrength, and retain greater de- 
grees of natual perfections than any mor- 
tal can pretend to: wi en man fell, his ſin 
cliq not only deprive him of his purity, 
but introduced a ſcene of univerſal igno- 
rance and weakneſs: there is not a man 
by nature. underſtands God, or knows 
how to feek him aright, Pfal. xiv. 2, 
Our underſtanding is as a land of dark— 
neſs: nations moſt eſteemed for natu- 
ral knowledge, how blind in the things 
of God? | 

Trex Egyptians who were men noted 
for knowledge, and deriving the 1c:ence 
to 1emote nations, how ignorant when 
they worſhipped crocodiles, cats, and in- 
ſects, and paid a religions reſpect to 
lecks and onions. Greeee was counted 
the eye of the world, and Athens the 
eye of Greece, yet thoſe learned Grecks 
were fo far trom acquaintance with the 
true Gcd, that they adored thirty thou- 
ſand gods, and ſome of them know" 


murderers; and had three hundred twer- 
ly 
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ty four opinions about the chief good. 
The Romans who excelled in politeneſs 
and conduct were not much behind 
them, when they wor ſlipped a ſever and 
dignified a ſtrumpet with the title of the 
Goddeſs of Flowers. 

Now, there is nothing, of this igno- 
rance among the fallen angels, they re- 
tun their knowledge and nat ive ſtrength, 
and in that reſpect are not only ſuperior 
to us, but more capable of ſerving the 
Redeemer, if he had recovered them. 
Yet not one fallen angel pardoned: 

The eminency of their nature,. by: 
„ WF which: they exceed us in knowledge and: 
power, feems to render them. more agree-- 
able objects of. redemption;. becaule it: 
"2 WW would make them more capable of an- 

brering the end of ſo great a mercy. 
ted ¶ Bur all merciful regards are confined to 


man, the lame, the halt and blind part of 
hen the intellectual world. 


in Not one devil pitied, not one apoſ- 
t o tate ſpirit recovered, not one of thoſe 
ned once eminent creatures reſtored. E- 

1 very one of tliem has only a proſpect of 
ecks 


* miſery, without any glimpſe of reco- 
* very. 1 hey are eternally ruined under 


* one fin, and we repaired under many 
* provocations.”” 


vel” | 
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Lord, what is man that thou take 
knowledge of him, or the fon of man 
that thou makeſt account of him above 
angels! How comes the day ſpring from 
on high to viſit us, and not them? Lord, 
what have they done more than man, 
that thou wilt never turn their darknck 
into a cheerful day? Why, O Lord didit . 
thou diſcharge thy utmoſt fury upon 
them, and not upon us their aſſociates 
in rebellion? Why did thy terrible thun- 
der daſh them and not us, into the low- 
eſt hell? Why were not thoſe dignified 
ſpitits ſpared, as well as contemptib/e 
man ? Why was not he puniſhed tor ever; 
as well as thoſe unhappy creatures ? 
Why, O Lord! Why didſt chou give 
thy dear Son a ſacrifice for us, and not 
for them; for them who were the ol]: 
{ſpring of heaven? 
« Deareſt Jeſus! thou didit not breath 
« one ſigh, nor ſhed one drop of blood, 
t nor weep: one tear, nor ſuffer one 
„ ſtripe, nor preach one ſermon for the 
« ſalvation of devils; thou art wholly 
* given for me.“ 


CHAP: 
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I, CRAP. I. 


ut At inquiry into de reaſons why man was 
vort forſaken as well as angels. The ſin 
of angels not greater than that of man, 
The recovery of man not a more lonoure 
able or more eaſy work. No greater at- 
tractives in mankind than angels God 
no leſs kind to Adam before the fall than 
to angels. The cry of man's miſery not 
greater than that of angels. Fallen ans 
gels no more able to recover themſelves 
than fallen man, God under no greater 
obligation to man than 10 angels, 


I AVING given ſome reaſons why it 
might be expected that fallen man 
hould be forſaken as well as fallen angels, 
proceed to the next queſtion, viz. 
Secondly, What reaſon might be fup- 
poſed, that man was not left under the 
lame miſery with {allen angels. 
Ix order to illuſtrate this it will be ne- 
uareWccdliry, | | 


1. To 
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J. To inquire into the circumſtaneess 
of fallen man and fallen angels, and ſee 
what can be pleaded more for one than 
the other. 

II. Then ſhew the particular reaſon; 
that might move God to paſs by fallen 
angels and redeem fallen man. N 

Fixsr, I'll briefly inquire into the cir- 
cumſtances of both, and ſee what can 
be pleaded more for fallen man than for 
angels. 

Tarx1R fin in effect was the fame, 
and yet there is as much difference in 
their condition as between heaven and 
hell. Why did not impartial juſtice in- 
flict equal puniſhment upon thoſe who 
were equally ertminal? 1 thall conſider 
this under the following heads; where! 
ſhall be oblige to review ſome things that 
have been already diſcuſt. 

1. Was the ſin of angel greater than 
that of man? 

2. Was it a more honourable work to 
ſave man? 

3. Was there any who interceded fc 
fallen man more than for angels ? 

4. Was the redemption man of a mort 
eaſy work? 


[0 
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5, Were there greater attractives in 
man! 
an 6. Was God leſs kind to Adam before 


the fali than to angels ? 


on 7. Was the ory of man's miſery grea- 
len ter than angels? 
8. Was man leſs able to help himſelf 
N than angels? 
cr 9. M'as God under greater obligation 
* o man than angels? 


1. Was the ſin of angels greater than 
that of man? 

If ſo, it might provoke God to forſake 
them, becauſe it made them more ob- 
oxicus ; but no ſuch thing: and ſuppoſe 
t were greater, {till the difficulty recurs, 
ace the puniſhment is not inflicted in 


teir fins ; for maa is exempted, allowing 
hem to be the greater finners, yct not 
great as the difference in their treat- 
nent. 

Ir we take a ſurvey of Adam's ſin, 
wil find it to be a counterpart of the 
evil's rebellion, and the very map of 
ell: there was in it the liigheſt ingrati- 
We to lis bene factor, the mit daring 
front to infinte majeſty. He cavied 
od the ſupremacy of his know ledge, 


by 
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roportion to the different degrecs of 
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by attempting to know all things with 
out reſerve. The truth and juſtice of 
God that were engaged to execute the 
threatening, he lighted, and yet he is 
ſpared; divine elemency triumphs over 
all his numerous and mighty provocz- 
tions; when fallen angels, for the ſame 
ſins, are for ever excluded, from any 
ſhare in the compaſſion of God. 

ADaM turns traitor in Eden, God" 
preſence-chamber on earth; it was there 
he conſpired with degraded angels + 
gainſt God, who had juſt expelled them 
from heaven, for treafon : with theſe he 
engages in that moſt unnatural war, 
which they had a little before commen: 
ced againſt their great Creator. Hoy 
provoking was. this conjunction wil 
them? and yet patience bears, and inf 
nire mercy relieves the profidious rebel et 
the captivated angels are confined to the 
dungeon, and our captivated ſouls are ct 
at hberty. 

We exceed them in the quality d 
their ſin, for they never ſinned again 
the blood of Jelus, as we have done 
] hey never refuſed the offers of ſalvation 
as we have done: never reſiſted the | 
rit of God ſtriving with them, as Weg" 
have done. Yet are we ſo far from ex 
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ceeding them in the penalty that we are 
exempted from their ſentence. 

ADaM's attempt to be like unto God, 
ſeems a greater offence than theirs, be- 
cauſe of the inferiority of his nature. 
Thus, pride in a beggar is more ovious 
than in a prince. Yet all the angels that 
fell are irrecoverably loſt, though when 

things are conſidered, our firſt parents 
n their ſtation, and according to their 
apacity, did as much to provoke God to 
e irreconcileable as they did. 


2. Was it a more honourable work to 
we man than angels? 

Ir ſo, it may leſſen the wonder; but 
ſuch thing: for as the angels were be- 
ngs by nature ſuperior to man, ſo the 
plory of their reſtoration would have 
een nore tranſcendent; and the more 
hey ſurpaſſed us in dignity, the more ca- 
able they were cf ſerving their redeem- 
rs intereſt, But he who is no reſpecter 
i perſons, looks upon them with diſdain 
nd cleteſtation ; they are caſt down from 
bk world of light, into dark and loath- 
me habitations for ever. 

MAN being a compound of earth, what 
movur could God propouſe by the re. 

1 of ſuch a deſpicable creature? 


whereas, 
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whereas, angels being more noble in 
their original and eſſence, and having a 
nearer affinity to their creator, the reco- 
very of them ſeemed to be a work more 
becoming the wiſdom of heaven. 

THE relcue of a king is more honour- 
able than that of a beggar ; the fallen an. 
gels were as ſo many princes taken cap- 
tives by the enemy:; man a vagrant, def: 
titute of all attractives; yet thoſe illuſtri- 
ous ſeraphims are left in bondage, when 
a door of hope is opened to Adam and 
his beggarly race, 

WHAr honour could God propoſe to 
himſelf in ſending his Son to die for man, 
who was not only compoſed of the ſame 
matter with the beaſts that periſh, but 
had polluted that earth he was made of, 
Aſtoniſhing providence ! that God ſhould 
concern himſelf only in the redemption 
of poor worms, when there were ſo mam 
thouſand angels who wanted his mercy. Wt 
Strange! that he ſhould overlouk then 
miſerable (but once glorious) ſpirits, and"! 
caſt his compaſſionate eyes upon fuchl 
noiſome dunghills, and worthleſs pieces! 
of clay, as we were. re 

3. Was there any creature that inte 
ceded for fallen man more than for fallen le 
angels?! (lt 


[ 
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If ſo, ſome regard might be hal to 
g 2 their mediation, but we find no ſuch 
eco. thing: when man fell, he had no friend 
ore on earth to ſolicit the favour of God for 

him. 
PIT; Od the other hand; for ought we 
an-: know, the ſtanding angels might put in a 
cap- word for their fallen brethren, ſaying, 
del Spare, Lord, and pity our once dear and 
aſtri- Ml delightful companions! O let thy mercy 
hen reſcue them from the rage of devouring 
and fre O liſten to their groans, and let 

thy bowels yern towards them ! Whar, 
ſe to fall angels, thoſe works of eternal coun— 
man, eil, fink into irreparable ruin? Were they 
ame created only to be eternally miſerable ? 
, bu TAKE occaſion, (might they add) O 
le of, Ml Almighty Maker, to pity their ruined 
mud fhate, and to magnify the riches of thy 


> in 


zption}l grace, in forgiving; them. Thus, per- 
many I haps the holy angels might plead for 
1ercy them: but there was not one righteous 


thode 
8, and 
a ſuch 
pieces 


man left to ſtand up as a mediator to pleac! 
in favour of his revolted brother. 

Bur mercy pleaded for man, and fo 
t might for fallen angels, whoſe miſeries 
rendered them as proper objects of pity 
t inter s any; but the cry of mercy was only 
fallen heard for man; he is reſtored by the kind 
uterpoſition of a mediator, though he 
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LF 
could Jay no claim to the favour of God, 
more than the angels. 6 

Bur juſtice pleadeth againſt angels; M* 
and ſo it did againſt fallen man, for both M” 
had rendered themſelves obnoxious to the 
jaw. Now, what could juſtice urge + ty 
gainſt one, that might not equally ſerve 
againſt the other? Were the angels that Ge 
tell rebels and traitors? ſo was man. “ 
Did angels provoke the anger of God! MW! 
io did man. 

LokD, (might juſtice plead) not to 
puniſh rebellious man is to encourage the 
rebel: if death be not ex: cuted upon 
him, how will ſatan triumph, ſince im- 
punity would favour his argument for 
man's revolt ? * Thou halt ſurely die,” 
is God's threatning, ** Ye ſhall not ſurely 
die,” is the deviF's promiſe. Now, might 
Juſtice argue, not to execute the threatned 
ſentence, would be to juſtity the malici 
ous tempter, and tempt the world to be- 
lieve, that the father of lics was in the 
right, and the God of truth in the wrongs 
Better, O Lord, all the creation ſhould 
periſh, than thy unſpotted truth be called 
in queſtion, or the word of thy threatuing 
be falſified, by not executing it: there 
fore lays Juſtice, manifeſt the varacity di 
thy nature, in the immediate inflictiol 
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d, of death upon the criminal, and ſo pour 
1 contempt upon jatan, thy bold and con— 
* radicting adverſar7. 
be Now, what could mercy plead for guil- 
Iwan, that juſtice could not ſiy a thou- 
_ ſand tines more againſt his True, in- 
1 deed, he was an object of both. As 
an. Ju. ſcrable, he was an obj2-t of mercy, as 
wy cruninal, of juſtice ; ; but man being firſt 
 Woiuninal before he was miſerable, he was 
to de ect ot juſtice by his crime, before 
be De was an object of mercy by his milery. 
oa ) chen how aſtoniſhing is the grace that 
im- Pakes the difference between us and 
talen angels, Char. Vol. I. 
die,” , ; 
urch + Was the redemption of man. a more 
Night aly work than that of angels? By no 
\tned 1 
ali WHAT redeemed. us would have been 
o be fficient ranſom for them? We cannot 
1 ppole their reſtoration. would have coſt 
rong In more than what he laid down for 
ould» and perhaps nor {© much. 
** Tur redemption of man 1s attended 
oil th a train of diſticulties ; in order to. 
chere ing it about, Got] parts with his only 
city d gotten Son, jelus Cluiſt, the deareſt 
icon lure of his love: Chrilt, he aſſumes 


nature; nay, more, takes our ſins 
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( 49 ) 
pon him, and gives his life a facrifice 
for them; he heals our wounds by a 
medicine made of his own blood; and 
would not the death of the Son of God 
have been ſufficient for the rc ſcuing thoſe 
miſcrable ſpirits, and tio reinſtate them in 
their former glory? | 

Nay, further, upon a ſuppoſition they | 
were to be redcemed, it docs not appear 
there was any neceſſity of doing it by the 
effuſion of blood; their pardon might 
have been purchaſed without his being 
cloathed with obſcure duſt, or enduring 
the ciſprace and pain of crucifixion. In 
reſtoring man, he ſuffered both in foul 
and body, but in ſuffcring for, angels, he 
Dad not bcen expoſed to bedily pains, ner ef 
any of tl.ole trials that are peculiar 10 aÞ'* 
{tate of hoemanity, 

HE might have reſtored them wichen 
ſtooping to the meanneſt of an incarnate 
ftate, or coming upon the earth, that 
under the curſe of God; for ought we 
know, he miglit have reſtored them with 
out rehnquiſhing the ſupreme court, d 
at leaſt the world of ſpiriis- Let that bt 
as it will, this is certain, that it weul 
not colt God fo much to deſti o ll 4 
world, as to redec in one man; ke mig 
have ſpurned us into hell without the e. 
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pence of his Son's blood : was it not more 


ice Neaſy to condema the whole race of man. 
| a und, than expoſe the Son of his love to 
nd Mb bitter a death, 1 John iii. t. 


30d 
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5. Were there greater attractives in 
tilen man than in fallen angels? Did 
Wool foreſec any thing more inviting in 
hey him than in thein, that he ſhould reſtore 
bear ue one and not the other? No ſuch 
the eng. Winch will appear from a ſhort 


ight new of their reſpective conditions, 

eing Was not fallen man as corrupt as they ? 

ring les, he was. And yet God makes a 
In Willercnce by grace, where he finds none: 


s, be \ H4T alluremems in man, unleſs. 


. nor eflement might paſs for attrattives? Was 
- 10 ot our enmity to him as great as our 
ery ? Whea Adam fell, was there any 
dad thing left in him that. might. plead 


or his readmillio2 to. God's. favour 2 
| 


it hou 
rnate 


ar ere there any moral excellencies re- 
ht We naining to attract tlie ſiniles of God? No, 
with one. | 

irt, Ou firſt parents having defaced the 
hat ge of God, had nothing left in. theia 
Wed what was matter of juit reſentment, 


all th 
> wig! 
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t God comers his greateſt favours on: 
de who are uuworchy of the leaſt, anc. 
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( 42 ) 
readmits them into his family, who were 
unworthy to beg at his door. Nay, 
more, he makes them fit down at his 
table, though not worthy as dogs to 
creep under it to gather up the negleded 
crumbs. - 


But did not Adam lament his fall, con- 


| 

| 

{ 

feſs his folly, and cry for pardon ? ] 
TXr1s does not appear, but on the con- e 
trary, his deportment had all the mark h 
of a hardened heart,: inſtead of weeping h 
over a loſt Paradife, and cenfuring hin v 
felf for his baſe revolt, he prefers a bill hi 
indictment againſt his Maker. and eharge w 
him as acceflory to his ruin; “The wo to 
man whom chou gaveſt to be with me, ſt re 
gave me, and I did eat,“ Gen. ii. 12. a de 
if that which God defigned for a hel to 
was intended for his deſtruction. HW we 


does not only charge his wife, but 1 
peaches God himſelf, making his kind} 
neb to him as the occafion of his fall. cor 

So the woman, inſtead of an ingenuoi nu 
confeſſion, thinks to acquit herſelt by a not 
cuſingt he ſerpent. Ius we ſee the apoiogFWtru 
they made for themſelves, ferves only ble 


aggravate the grand apoſtacy; yet ti nor 
renewed provocations are connived ue 
and the tranſgreſſors, who expected Huy. 


thing but fiery indignation, were une 
pectec 
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re pectedly revived with the promiſe of a 
, MW Saviour. But more of this under head 
his th. „ 
to + Bur was not the behaviour of Adam's 
ted more immediate poſterity more recom- 
mencdling? By no means, but on tlie con- 
-on-M trary, they ſunk into groſſer enormities. 
Even Cain, the firſt. born of Adam, prov- 
ed the firſt born of hell, he that ſhould 
have been the ſupport of a ruined fami- 
ly, encreafes its milery : inſtead of endea- 
youring to reſtore the luſtre of his houſe, 
he ſinks its glory deeper in the duſt ; and 
when he ſhould have been molt ſollicitous 
to revive the ſpirits of his ſorrowlul pa- 
rents, he adds to their affliction by mur- 
dering his innocent brother ; and where- 
fore flew he him? “ Becauſe his own 
works were evil, and his brother's righ- 
teous.“ 1 
How univerſal was this corruption, 
contracting new guilt as they increaſed in 
number, till at laſt defacing the natural 
notions of the Deity, they turned the 
truth of God into a he, making deſpica- 
ble creatu: es the objects of their adora- 
non, though it be not fo obvious when 
the world was firſt infected with idola- 


ry. 
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So ux of the Jews date the original 
of idolatry from the time of Enos, which 
they thus deſcribe, „the days of Enos, MW 
„ the ſons of Adam erred with great er- 
„ fror: they ſaid, for as much as God has . 
created thele llars and ſpheres to go- MW; 
„ yern the world, and ſet them on high, I. 
„ and imparted honour unto them, it is n 
„meet We ſhould honour and magnity Wy 
«© them. Then they began to build 
* temples unto ſtars, and to offer ſacri- Mn 
« fice unto them, with words to glorify Nat 
6 them, and to worthip. before them.“ 
Ainſw. in Gen iv. 26. 

So great were the impieties of thole 
eariy times, that they provoked. God to 
deſtroy the world by a mighty deluge, 
and thoſe wlio furvived that judgment, 
were ſo far from adhering to the true 
God, that they ſoon changed his“ Glory 
into an image made like to corruptible 
man, and to birds, four footed beaſts, 
and creeping things.” I mean the po- Mea 
terity of Noah. About 350 years after Noun 
the deluge, the religion planted by Noah Wrea 
was almoit loſt, and the earth became a Mhe 
ſcene of ignorance and idolatry, even inWuc(] 
the beginning of Abram's days. ure, 

Now, what was there in the character Wile 


of chele ſucceſſors of Adam that could re-Mhe f 
commen du 
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al, 1 
ch commend them to God? Did they not 
bs, grow more vile as they grew more nume- 
x- ous? The farther they went from A- 
aas dim, the more remote they were from 
70+ MWeorcneſs, and yet this growing degene= 
7h, Wrcy could not divert the intentions of 
t is nercy from man: he alone is privileged 
ity Nvich redemption. 
ad Lokp! why unis kind to man, and 
cri- Naoto angels? Why have we an ocean 
rity. Nef mercy, and they not lo much as a drop 
n.“ MWefit? Lord! what was there more in 
their conſpiracy than ours, that thou hideſt 
ole Miby face for ever from them? Were they 
| to. MWiithout any recommending attractives ? 
ige, Woo were we. Did they deferve thy eter- 
ent, Wrnal diſpleaſure ? So Cid we. O the won- 
true Weers ot 1edeeming grace! 
lory Dip Chriſt forcſce any better treat=- 
üble nent from men than angels? No; fer 
alts, he world knew him not, when he ap- 
poi Wheared in our nature. He came to his 
after Wown, and his own received him not,” but 
Joah MWireated him as the enemy of mankind. 
ne 1 Whey ridiculed his doctrine, lighted his. 
n in neſlage, and proſecuted him for impoſ- 
ure, blaſphemy, and treaſon, though no 
mile was found in his mouth : and could 
he fallen angels have done more againſt 
bm, if he had allumcd their nature? 
| Lord ! 
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I ord ! hoy couldſt thou bear to ſee thy 
dear Son thus inſulted? Why didit thou 
not recall thy ambaſſador, and proclaim 
war againſt his enexmes? Why didft not 
thou turn this lower world into the lows 
eſt hell, and make the carth a ſtanding 
lake of unquenchable fire: 

THho' he gave them undoubted proofs 
of his mediatorial deſign, yet they choſe 
rather to continue in their enmity, rhan 
entertain him as reconciler. All things, 
but ſtupid man concurred in recognizing 
his almighty power and miſſion. Tem- 
peſtuous ſtorms and winds ſubmitted to 
his rebukes. Inveterate diſtempers re- 
tired at the ſound of his voice, yea, de- 
vils trembled and fled, when he ſpoke, 
Yet man, who alone was made capable 
of his ſalvation, denied the truth of lis 
credentials, and oppoſed him with the 
ſame violence as they would have done, 
if he had come to deſtroy the world : tho 
he proved the divinity of his commiſſio 
by unconteſtile miracles, ſo far were the 
from being convined by chem, that the) 
purſued him with greater rage, and the! 
malice never ceaſed till they imbruec 
their hands in his innocent blood. | 


Wou LI 


S, Þ 

| WovurD fallen angels have treated a 
1 WW faviour thus? had he taken their nature 
" upon him, and viſited their gloomy re- 
im Woion, (granting the miſerable captives 
1t tere a ſtate of trial) perhaps he had re- 
aurned with richer ſpoils. How accepta- 


ing ble may we ſuppoſe, would a meſlenger 

of peace have been to damned ſpirits? 
* How / greedily would they have catched 
joſe 


tthe offer of ſalvation ? How ſoon would 
thoſe ſons of darkneſs have been con- 
jerted into ſtars of light? Can we think 
meſſenger of peace would have met 
ih ſuch univerſal hatred, and ungrate- 
ul repulſes from thoſe diſtreſſed ſpirits ? 
jould they not rather have abandoned 
» de-Mheir priſons, and thrown down their 
oke. Weapons of 1ebellion, and thankfully ac- 
pableWerted the tenders of grace ? 
f 15 Hap they but the leaſt glimmering of 
1 the pe now, with what importunity and 
done our, may we imagine, would they ad- 
: tho rels the Father of mercies ! For they, 
niflioWt have been ſo many thouſand y cars 
the pain and deſpair, would probably put 
the ligher valuc upon My glad tidings, than 
heine ſinners, who have not actually felt 
bruce mileries of hell, 2:14 who will not be 
uaded to repcit, till they ſutier by 
{ad 


han 
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( 48 ) | 
ſad experience in another world, what e 
they would not belieye here. 1 


6. Was God leſs kind to Adam before 1 {, 
the fall than to angels? If fo, he might 
recompence that defect by a new 1n- 
ſtance of grace. But no ſuch thing ; as 
was proved before. 

ANGELS and man were made after 
the ſame divine image, and were equally 
capable of all felicities. Not only mad: 
happy, but endued with a principle to 
perpetuate that happineſs, if they pleaſed. 
Both rebelled, and both were baniſhed, 
but they are left in their exiled ſtate, and 
man is not only recalled from baniſh: 
ment, but elevated to a higher ſtation 
than an earthly paradiſe. The holinch 
of Adam's nature qualified him for ft: 
lowſhip with his Maker, and by this {pi 
ritual converſe he was refreſhed wit! 
thoſe delights that are the entertainment 
ot holy angels. 

PARADISE, the ſeat of Adam, God" 
repreſentative upon earth, was an ent 
blem of heaven, and the felicity of that 
primitive ſtate was a reſemblance of the 
heavenly, What could God do more 
for any creature than he did for our fin 
parents? Paradiſe was a heaven vpn 
| eart!, 


„ 
earth, Adam and Eve were as the angets 
in heaven, rich in grace, yet they forſook 
their great Vene factor upon a very flen- 
der temptation; and if Chriſt had not 
interpoſed, they had been involved in 
the ſame condemnation with fallen ſpi- 


7. Was the cry of man's miſery greater 
than that of angels ? 

le ſo, it might move the bowels of 
God, but it was quite otherwiſe : No 
ſooner did they fall but a ſtrange ſtupi- 
dity feized them; how ſad and affecting 
| were the miſeries of their new condition, 
and yet how inſenſibie were they! har- 
dened in ſin as ſoon as they commenced 
ſinners. 
| IN the hiſtory of Adam's defection, 
p we have not one word that was expreſ- 
i five of his ſorrow. Did he bluſh for 
em WW what he did? or cry out, Lord, have 

| Mercy upon a miſcrable finnner ! Nothin 

s leg. Fnftead of going to God, he re- 
n. fires into obſcurity, as if the ſhadow of a 
tree could fkreen him from the divine 
eye. 
LoRD! how ſoon did ſin ſteel the 
brow, and make the heart uncapable of 
Iclenting impreſlions! What, O fallen A- 
| E dam! 


—— — 


E 
dam ! what, not one tear, not one ſigh 
for the loſs of Paradiſe, the loſs of thy 
God, and of thy foul ? What, O re volted 
woman! what haſt thou done? Canſt 
thou behold the ruin of thyſelf and dear 
hnſband, yea, and of all thy poſterity, 
and not weep ! See, O fee how all thy 
children wallow in their blood, murder 
ed by thee before they are born? What's 
become of thy native tenderneſs? Hoy 
canſt thou think of their miſery, and nat 
ſhed a tear over them? O aſtoniſhing 
ſtupidity ! Unhappy Adam and Ext 
who loſt their reaſon with their inno- 
cency. 

IT does not appear they applied them. 
ſclves to God for relief, but, on the con- 
trary, they attempt. to hide themlclys 
from him; fooliſh and infatuated crex 8 
tures! What, ſeck for refuge from a tree ; 
that had been the inſtrument of ther | 
fall? Could they think any dark rect , 
able to ſhelter them from the eye an! 
anger of an albſeeing God? T hus, ir 


ſince 


ſtead of confeſling their fin, they agg nd | 
vate it. 3 
AND yet God pities hardened Adam, ri 


but leaves the fallen angels in their tor 
lorn ſtate. The caſe ot Adam was 126, 
but he was not entirely forſaken, bei} 

repriied 
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reprived, before the promiſe of a ſaviour 
was made to him; but when the angels 
fell, they were immediately forſaken, 
and ſentenced to hell; we may therefore 
ſuppoſe, they were more ſenſibly affected 
with their miſery, and upon that account 
might petition God for tome eaſ2 ; and if 
they did it, it was in vain. | 

Hab our fuſt parents deplored their 
wretched condition, and returned to God 
as penitents, before they were invited by 
his goodneſs, it might have been ſome | 
inducement to divine pity : but no ſuch [i 
thing, ſor God, who was the injured par- | 
ty, and whoſe right it was to puniſh, ad- 


"WW drefſed himſelf firſt to them, and ever 
ace is firſt in offering reconciliation to. 
heir poſterity. h 
TE 8. Was man leſs able to help himſelf, N 
chan angels? 

lr 6, his impotency might excite the 

ch eompaſſion of God, but it was otherwiſe, 

an, for both were under an equal incapacity 

"Wot refloring themlelves : the fallen angels 


der had no more power to knock off their 

fetters, than they had to make them- 

0 [clves : it was in their power to fall, but 

en to riſe again. | 

| IRVE indeed, they ſurpaſs. us in 

[rength, but this contributes nothing to 
L 2. their 


| 
| 
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their relief, for with all their ſtrength 
they are not able to break open the piiſon 
cloors, or remove the leaſt chain where- 
in they are bound. The horrible gulf is 
too deep to get out, their guilt too great 
to be expiated by their own ſufferings ; 
are miſcrable, and cannot help them- 
lelves, being as unable to ſatisfy the jul. 
tice of God, as they are to reſiſt the tor- 
rent of his mighty wrath. 

Hav they any more power than fal- 
Ien man to break their bands aſunder, and 
force their paſſage through a ſea of inf. 
nite vengeance! No, no. As the dif- 
pleaſure of an angry God is too heavy to 
be endured, ſo too fierce for a fallen crea- 
ture to break through. Their natural 
ſtrength, as ſpirits, is great, but too fee- 
ble to make the leaſt reſiſtance againſt 
God, and they too impure to make fucl 
fatisfaction as may merit a deliverance. 

THEIR preſent anguiſh is unſupporti- 
ble, and when they view the great day, 
behold new ſcenes of ſorrow open to 
them, a greater puniſhment being then 
prepared for them. This they believe, 
and tremble at the proſpect, but with all 
their might and {kill are not able to pre: 


vent, or divert that approaching ſtorm. 
IK 
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[x this refpect they are as impotent as 
man, and ſtand in equal need of aſfli(- 
ance, yet they are forſaken of him, who 
ly can relieve them: Thoſe unhappy 
pirits cannot help themſelves, and God 


ondition. 


gg „ —_ , in. £ — 


* Without any pr ofpect of relief; to know 
" Mice is a God that can help, a God that 

does actually relieve other nufcrable ſin— 
ers, but will never reach out a helping 
and to them; how cutting is ſuch a 
ought! O it is this, it is this that irri- 
ates their pailton, aud redoubles their 
0 Wage againſt God and man. 


a 9. Was God under greater obligations 
„man than angels. 
COULD man plead any greater deſert 
an they? Had he been aur war's more 
* {Wriiceable to God!? No jure. We never 
d any thing whereby we might pretend 
„merit his favour. He was no mere 
und to redeem chan he was to make 
. If he had fuffercd all mankind to 
ih, he had done them no injuſtice, 
ow eaſily could he have exirparcd the 
ce of Adam, and erected a new woi ld 
F. 3 and 


reſolved to leave them in their helpleſs 


Aſad caſe! to be extremely afflicted 


and repleniſhed it with better inhahj. 
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tants ? 


cc 
cc 
cc 
«c 
«c 
«c 
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WE were as unworthy of pardon g 
the angels, our recovery is the effect of 
grace, and not of any obligation that 
God was under unto us more than unte 
them: if therefore, he had treated us ge. 
cording to our real merit, we had been iq 
the ſame condemnaticn with them. 

THE provocations of man were inm— 
merable and daring, his inclinations tg 
evil impetuous, and his averſion to goug- 
neſs as invincible as that of fallen ange 
vet he is pitied and ſuccoured, and they 
are left in their ſin and milery. 


„If divine goodneſs could not be 
obliged by the angelic dignity to repair 
that nature, he is further from an; 
obligation to the meanneſs of man t9 
repair the human nature. What could 
man do to oblige God to a reſtoratio! 
of him to the glory of his former ſtate 
Alas! we are ſo far from meriting re 
deeming love, that by our daily trat 
greſlions we ſeem anibitious to put: 
ſtop to any further effuſions of it.“ 

Bur you'll ſay, fallen man was |: 


creature; and ſo were the fallen angel, 
and once as dear unto God as ever i 


was, but now they are his aver ſion, 3! 


falle 


— ... 


— — — as 
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fallen man his only favourite. How 
are they fallen and forſaken! doomed to 
the place of the damned, where ſhowers 
of mighty vengeance inceſſantly fall upon 
them. 

O miſerable angels! What have you 
done more than man, that God would 
never vouchſafe to be reconciled to you? 
What greater malignity in your fin, that 
your pain muſt be eternal, and that none 
of your order muſt be ſaved. What, O 
righteous judge, moved thee to pity us 
and not them? Why haſt thou erected 
i a tribunal of juſtice for them and not for 
us; and a throne of grace for us and not 


be for them? Which is the next thing to be 
par conſidered, 


ate: CHAP. 
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CH AF. 


Some confedures why fallen angels are nt 
redeemed. All mankind fill in Adam, 
but all the angels did not fail, when ſome 
of them revolted. Adam had a temper, 
which they bad not. Anas ſinned by 
their own proper will, whereas Adam's 
poſterity ſinned only by the will of thav fi ,t 
parents. The Augeis ſine againſt greater 
light, they moved in a higher 61b. Mere 
ringleagers in fin, and the firſt rebels, 
Refuſed fſubjedion to Feſus Chrift in our 
nature. 


N the next place, we ſhall conſider the 
reaſons, Why it may be ſupputed; God 
rejected the fallen angels. 


SECOSDLY, \Vhat moved God to re- 
deem fallen men, and not fallen angels? 

Beroke I procced to the anfwer, it 
will not be amif6 to take this cantion, of 
not being rath in our inquirics and deter- 
| minatiois about the reaioa of thoſe pro- 
| vidential 
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vidential acts that are unrevealed, and 
therefore unſearchable. 

THE curiofity of our firſt parents met 
with a fatal check; and for us to be pry- 
ing into the grounds of this myſterious 
providence, without a juſt and pious li- 
witation of our thoughts, is to ſecond 
their ambition, who affected to be equal 
in knowledge with God, Therefore 
ſhall confine myſelf to the ſentiments of 
divines, who have trod in this path be- 
fore me. 


1. PERHAPS, fallen angels are left, 
and man reſtored ; becaule, When Adam 
fell, the whole human nature fell in him, 
but when the angels fell, the angelic na- 
ture was not wholly corrupted, for many 
of them kept their tat ſtate. 

THE angels were not all ruined, (when 
ſome fell) by an ambitious deſire after 
ſovereignty. Great numbers of them 
continued in their allegiance, and are 
confirmed in the poſſeſſion of their ori- 
ginal glory. By theſe he is ſtill honour— 
ed in the world of ſpirits, and will be for 
ever. 

Drip ſome angels rebel? others held 
faſt the ir integrity, giving glory to the 
God of heaven: ſo that the divine ho- 

nour 


. 
| 
' 
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„ 
nour was not totally eclipſed among an- 
gels, as it was among men. 

For, all mankind fell ia Adam their 
firſt father ; there was no righteous mar 
left, no, not, one, to ſtand up for the ho- 
nour of God in this lower world. By 
the fall of Adam, the whole ſpecies of 
mankind was utterly loſt, and not one 
holy man remained on the earih to pre- 
ſerve and promote the ſacred interelt of 
religion: fo that if fallen man, had not 
been reſtored, this world would have ſunk 
into irreparable ruin, and God would 
have wholly loſt the glory of one conſi- 
derable branch of the creation, 


2. IT is probable, God made no pro- 
viſion for the recovery of fallen angel, 
becauſe, they ſinned without any allure- 
ments from a tempter, whereas man fel 
by ſeduction and the perſuaſion of a ſub- 
tle ſerpent. 

To fall, as our firſt parents did, when 
overpowered by the force of a fly inſinur 
tion, does not look altogether ſo heinous, 
as to ſin freely without any temptation 
at all, as the fallen angels did. 

Tur had none to envy their happ!: 
neſs, or diſturb them in the fruition of it 


they were not decoyed into the fad 
j-1are 
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ſnare by the ſtratagems and wiles of a 


ſuperior ſpirit : they rebelled, when there 
were none to impoſe upon their under- 
ſtandings, and tempt them with a pro- 
miſe of being as Gods: and as they fell 
without any inſinuating motion from a 
ſubtle adverſary, ſo they are left without 
any relief from a ſaviour, 

THE devil, as he was the firſt ſinner, 
and by conſequence the firſt unhappy 
ſpring of all evil; ſo he ſaned of himſelf, 
but man was beguiled by the ſerpent, 
and as he fell by the inſtigation and ma— 
lice of ſatan, ſo he is reſtored by the me- 
rits of a redeemer. On the other hand, 
the angels ſinned wilfully without a 
tempter, when there was no ſintul crea- 
ture to delude them into that black con- 
ſpiracy and therefore they are left with- 
out a remedy. 


2. EvERY angel that fell, ſinned by 
lis own proper will, whereas, Adam's 
polterity were not born when he tell, 
Rom. v. 12. By one man lin entered 
into the world,” i. c. Adam, who was 
the common father of mankind, and with 
whom the covenant was made, 

In F holy angels were created diſtinct- 
ly and ſeverally, without dependance 


upon 
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upon one another, as to their original; 
therefore, when ſome of them fell, the 
reſt were not prejudiced by their fall, 
They don't increaſe, or multiply their 
ſpecies as men, for the angels that now 
are, were all created at firſt, and none 
of them miſerable but thoſe, who were 
perſonally and actually engaged in that 
grand rebcllion. 

BuT when Adam rebelled, his chil. 
dren were unborn ; though he was con- 
ſtituted head of our nature, we did not 
actually concur with him in his trank 
greſſion, becauſe we were not then in 
being. | 

*F 1s true, his ſin may be interpreted 
as the act of the human nature, then 
exiſting only in hinifelf and Eve, who 
were as whole mankind, yet ther pol. 
ter ty were not immediately or perſonally 
conſenting to Adam's fin; for they cat: 
not be perſonally conſentiug, before they 
perſonally exiſt. 

Tur angels therefore are left, be 
cauſe they fell by their own conlent; 
and maiikind put into another ſtate ol 
trial, becauſe they did not actually join 
in Adam's rebcliion : the fountain, indeed, 
was Cort uptcd in dam, and the ftrea!s 
partake ot the infection, ſo all ſiuned 

Jun: 
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him : but his poſterity, who might think 
it a hardſhip to be wholly determined by 
his choice, are, by a new diſpenſation of 
grace, left without excuſe, by being put 
into a ſtate of trial for themſelves. Nor 
can they juſtly object, on account of 
their native corruption, becauſe God has 
privileged them with a remedy for it. 


4. THE fallen angels were ſuperior ta 
Adam in nature and condition, being 
pure intellectual beings, wholly ſpiritual 
in their temper, without any groſs allay 
of fleſh and blood. 

WHEREAS the human ſoul is more 
ſlow and ſluggiſh, by reaſon of its being 
clogged with, and cloſely united to a 
terreſtial body; and this near approach 
to earth may ſomewhat mitigate the of- 
{ence of Adam. 

SOME think the angels fell in the very 
light of heaven, or, at leaſt where they 
had more ample manifeſtations of God's 
love, and where the beams of their glory 
ſnined with greater refulgency. Where- 
a5, the fin of our firſt parents, though in- 
expreſlibly great, was committed againſt 
lefler diſcoveries of God. The fall of 
Adam was like the treaſon of a worm 
upon a dunghill, but the fin of angels, 

F like 
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like the treaſon of favourites at court, 
which gives a greater accent to the in- 
gratitude. 

By how much the angels were more 
high in glory, by ſo much was their fall 
more grievous and fatal. And man, by 
how much he was more frail by nature, 
was ſo much more capable of redemp- 
tion. Others think the holy angels were 
not at firſt favoured with the beatiſical 
viſion, which being the final end of ra- 
tional creatures, could not be attained 
by any ordinary work, but by ſome ex- 
traordinary act of grace. 

«I HEIR knowledge was great; they 
te they ſaw things in their cauſes, effects 
« and all that belong to them, ſo that 
« what they did was with fo plenary a 
« conſent of will, that they never alter 
« or repent. Whereas, man's knows 
« ledge is diſcurſive; he finds out one 
„ thing by another, and one thing after 
„ another, ſo that upon further conſiders 
« ation he oft repents of what he before 
% did. Pet. Lombard. Caley of cter- 
nity. 

To this purpoſe is that diſtinction of 
a threcfold will among the ſchoolmen, 
the will of God, that can neither turn or 


return, the will of man, that may both 
turn 
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turn and return; 1. e. alter both before 
and after election, or choice made. Now, 
between theſe two is the will of angels, 
| that may turn, but not return, that is, 
may alter before it chuſes, but not after 
the choice is made. 
© So that when they finned, they did 
it with ſuch a full conſent of will, chat 
> W © they cannot alter or repent ; and hence 
Lit is, according to the jargon of the 
- W © {chools, that their ſin becomes unpar- 
4 « donable ; whereas, man, who ſinned 1 
- MW © with fo full confent and eagerneſs of | 
« will, might after repent of what he did, 
and ſo become capable of pardoning 
„ Wl © mercy.” ibid. 
at THEIR firſt act of volition, or willing, 
a vas their whole capacity of a bliſsful or 
er miſerable eternity: they made their own 
we Wl ſentence, when they made their firſt elcc- | 
ne I tion or choice; and having ſuch excellent | 
er knowledge, and no weakneſs to prejudge 
er- nd perplex their choice, what they firſt _ j 
bre did, was not capable of repentance, be- | 
er- cauſe they had at fiſt in their intuition 
and view, all which could afterwards | 
of bring them to repentance, Biſhop Tay- j 
cn, MW or's life of Chriſt, | | 
or \VELL then, according to this hypo- 
oth MW tbeſis, the ground of their apoſtacy had 
urn 2 more 
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more of malice and envy in it, than er- 
ror : they did not only envy God, the ho- 
nour of his ſupremacy, but man, the ho. 
nour of their adminiſtration ; for it is 
highly probable, that man upon his crea- 
tion was committed to their charge, and 
man being their interior, they might in- 
terpret their attendance upon him, as in- 
conſiſtent wich the dignity of their cha- 
rater. Of which hereafter. 


5. IT 15 not unlikely the fallen angels 
are left, becauſe they were the firſt f4- 
ners, and ringleaders of rebellion in the 
world. They were the farſt who invert- 
ed the divine order of the creation, and 
turned the grace of God into wanton 
neſs ; the ſirſt that ever appeared in arms 
againſt the crown of heaven, that invaded 
the rights of God, and endeavoured to 
{trip him of the glory of his perfections, 
the firſt, who eflayed to poſtpone God to 
themſelves, and to depoſe the Almigit 
ty by exalting their own will above his; 
they were the firſt who wilfully denied his 
ſovereign authority, and deſpiſed his good. 
neſs; and the firſt who preſumed to at- 
ſront his purity by caſting the filth of fn 


before lus holy eye. 
THEY 


6 
Tu Ex were the firſt who vilified eter- 
nal wiſdom, by ſetting up a new rule for 
the guide of their actions and meaſure of 
happineſs; the firſt who diſparaged the 
all ſufficiency of God, by preferring an 
maginary ſatisfaction in ſin, before a real 
| Felicity in God. 
Tux were the firſt who drew Adam 
and Eve into that horrible conſpiracy a- 
. gainſt God. They were the original oc- 
caſion of our unhappy fall, and, by con- 
ſequence, of all the calamities that attend. 
ume human race in time and eternity. 
* Ir is not therefore unbecoming the cha- [| 
ic WW rater of divine wiſlom and juſtice to ex- | 
t- Wl poſe the ringleaders of that grand apoſ- 
id WF ticy to everlaſting. comempt and ſervi- 1 
n WW tude, that thereby he might more effec- 
3 Wl tvally ſecure future vbedience from o— 
ed thers, and for ever deter them from ſcch 1 
10 WF another ambitious attempt. =» 


15, To pai don the firſt introducers of fin, 
0 WW would have encouraged others to ſpurn 
5) WM zgainit the law, and to rebel with hopes 
4 of impunity. An eaſy admiſſion of the 
11s 


firſt rebels into the favour of God, would 


od. WM have been the way to put a ſlight upon 
- lis future threatenings, and render them 


feeble and ineffectual in their intended 
ntluence.. | 


LEY F 2 IT 
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IT is common for earthly princes to 
treat ringleaders in rebellion with the 
utmoſt ſeverity, making them public ex- 
amples to terrify others: thus God the 
ſupreme king as an evidence of his high. 
eſt diſpleaſure againſt the firſt fin, made 
the guilty angels, monuments of his ever- 
laſting wrath. 


6. PERHAPS their fin 1s unpardonable, 
becauſe it was a refuſal of ſubjection to 
Jeſus Chriſt in our nature, when the de- 
ſign of his incarnation was firſt revealed 
in heaven, and how, that as man, he 
was to be the head of angels. 

IT is faid of the devil, that he * abode 
not in the truth,“ John viii. 44. i. e. in 
Chriſt, or in the truth of the goſpel, 
wherein Chriſt is declared to be the head 
of angels and men ; to which declaration 
the angels that fell refuſed to ſubſcribe, 
as ſome ſuppoſe, who think it hard to 
conceive, that God ſhould irrecoverably 
caſt off any creature till he has rejected 
the help of a mediator. 

AND they imagine it to be after this 
manner; viz. When God created the an- 
gels, he made known to them his purpoſe 
of confirming them in glory by his Son, 
who in time was to aſſume man's nature, 
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in which nature they were to be ſubject 
to him as their head ; but ſome of them 
diſdainfully refuſing to ſtoop to an in- 
ferior nature, were for their pride, doom- 
ed to endleſs miſery. 

THAT theſe fallen angels refuſed ſub- 
jection to Chriſt, upon the fu ſt diſcovery 
made of his incarnation, ſeems to be fa- 
youred by Heb. 1. 6. And again when he 
brings in the firſt begotten into the world, 
he ſaith, and let all the angels of God 
worſhip him. 

THE adverb, again, they join with 
the words, bring in: this poſition and 
ſenſe of the words is countenanced by 
the Greek, which runs thus: „When 
he again introduces his firſt begotten into 
the world,“ or the orb of the earth, ac- 
cording to the Arabic. Again, inti- 
mating, that God had brought his Son 
into the world before, as an object of 
worſhip, by a particular revelation made 
of him to angels, as one, who, in the na- 
ture of man was to be elevated above 
them, and in whom the families of heaven 
and earth, were to be united as their 
common head. Eph. i. Io, 20, 21.— 
* That he might gather together in one, 
all things in Chriſt, both which are in 


heaven, and which are on earth; even in 


him 
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him whom God has ſer at his right hand, 
far above all principality, and power, and 
might, and dominion. 

Thus, angels and men are compre— 
hended under one head. Mr Lock pa- 
raphraſes upon the text, “ Until tho 
coming of the due time of that diſpenſa- 
tion, wherein he had predetermined to 
reduce all things both in heaven and earth, 
under one head in Chriſt.” And then ob- 


ſerves, 
r. Ir is plain in ſcripture, that Chriſt at 


firſt had the rule and ſupremacy over all. 


See Coloſ. i. 15, 17. Heb. i. 8. 

2. THAT a principle angel, with great 
numbers of angels his followers, Joining 
with him, revolted from this kingdom of 
God, and erected to themſelves a king- 
dom of their own, in oppoſition to that 
of God, and had all the heathen world 
vaſſals of that their kingdom. Luke x, 
17, 20. Luke iv. 5, 8. Mat. xii. 26, 30. 
John xi. 31. and xiv. 30. and xvi. II. 
Eph. vi. 12. Col. i. 13. Rom, i. 18. Acts 
xxvi. 18, QC. 

3. [HAT Chriſt recovered this king: 
dom, and was reinſtated in the ſuprema- 
cy and headſhip in the fulneſs of time 
at his death and reſurrection. 


4. Wyar 
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4. WHAT was the ſtate of his power 
and dominion from the defection of the 
angels, and ſetting up the kingdom of 
darkneſs, till his being reinſtated in the 
fulneſs of time, there is little revealed in 
ſacred ſcripture, as not ſo much pertain- 
ing to the recovery of men from their 
apoſtacy.----It is true, God gathered to 
himſelf a people, and ſet up a kingdom 
here on earth, which he maintained in 
the little nation of the Jews, till the ſet- 
ting up the kingdom of his Son, Acts i. 
z. and ii. 36. which was to take place 
1s God's only kingdom here on earth for 
the future. At the head of this, which 
is called the church, he ſets Jeſus Chriſt his 
Son, giving him allo all power in heaven 
and earth, 

„THIS Exaltation, of his, is expreſſed 
« (Phil. ii. 9, 10.) by all things in hea- 
* yen and earth bowing the knee at his 
* name ; which acknowledgment of his 
* honour and power, was that, perhaps, 
* which the proud angel that fell, refuſ- 
ing, thereupon rebelled.” ibid. 

TH E article that required ſubmiſſion to 
Chriſt, being propoſed to all the angels 
by way of trial, and as a teſt of their obedi- 
ence, multitudes complied therewith ; but 
other diſdaining to be ſubject to an in- 
ferior 
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ferior nature, refuſed : chuſing rather to 
delight in the ſubjection of others to them, 
than in their ſubjection to one in the na- 
ture of man, 


«ce 
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« THEY would not be miniſtring ſpi- 
rits to creatures of a meaner rank, nor 
approve of Chriſt's advancement in the 
human nature above all principalities 
and powers, ſays the learned Charnock, 
This ſeems probable, adds he, it we 
conſider how the devil fets himſelf 
chiefly againſt man, as having a par- 
ticular, envy and enmity againſt him, 
becauſe of the honour put on our na- 
ture, by its high dignity in the hypoſta- 
tical union, which perhaps might be 
one main cauſe of his fall.” 

HE adds, „That the ſin of angels 
ſeems to be a rejection of Chriſt, be- 


cauſe of their conſtant oppoſition to 


him. The devils never oppoſed the 
notion of one ſupreme being with the 
ſame violence, as they have done that 
of the mediation of Chriſt, though they 
be bitterly bent againſt the whole Tri- 
nity, yet they ſeem to have a more 
particular ſpite againſt the ſecond pet 
ſon, as if they had ſuffered more upon 
his account for ſome ci ime againſt him, 


than againſt any other of the moſt * 
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„ ſed perſons in the Godhead ; nor is 
« jt unuſual among men to have the 
- BE © greateſt animoſity againſt them, upon 

« whoſe account they ſuffer.” 

f BESIDES, the peculiar ſenſe and re- 
r BM fiction the devil had upon himſelf at the 
e appearance of Chriſt, ſeems to intimate 
t much, Mat. viii. 23. T hey (the de- 
„ us) cried out, ſaying, what have we to 
e do with thee, Jeſus, thou Son of God? 
f W art thou come to torment us before the 


r- W tine?” This ſeems to hint at their ſin in 


n, MW their former ſlighting of him. “ What 
a- have we to do with thee ?” is a ſpeech of 
a- contempt and indignation, as if they 
be W could not endure the ſight of that perſon, 
to whoſe government they denied ſub- 
els MWiction, and for which denial they had 
de- MW drawn uj on them the implacable wrath 
to Wet God. 
he MW THe very ſight of Chrift was terrible 
the to devils; it raiſed new horrors in their 
nat mind, as if they feared ſome ſignal judg- 
ment to be then inflicted upon them for 
former ſins, which ſeems to import their 
Inginal offence to be more particularly 
kreled againſt himſelf ; hence perhaps it 
that his very preſence was torment- 


im, W's to them, filling them with freſh ex- 
* pectations of ſuper added wrath, for re- 
ſe 


ft uſing 


(39) 
fuſing his dominion over them. Though 
this may differ from the common notion, 
yet it is not diſagreeable to the analogy of 
faith. 

BUT upon the whole, though God 
might upoa theſe and other conſiderations, 
unknown to us, conclude them under 
an irrevocable doom, yet the principle 
cauſe that moved him to redeem man, 
was his moſt free and undeſerved grace. | 
That ſo many offending angels are loft for | 
ever, Is owing to the Juſtice of the ſi- 
preme and ſovereign Governor; and that t 
any among the children of men are ſaved, 
mult be entirely reſolved into that love, 
which paſſeth all underſtanding. 

Trs not for us to intrench on the pre- imp 
rogative of heaven, by inquiring into the ¶ rece 
reaſons of God's eternal purpoſe beyond F 
the good pleaſure of his will revealed in ¶ low 
his word. our 

AFTER all our moſt critical diſquiſt- I. 
tions, we can aſcribe the reſtoration of Mer ce 
mankind, to nothing but the free unmeri 
ted grace of our almighty Creator and 
Redeemer. O the ſtupenduous goodnel 
and ſeverity of God! Goodneſs towards 
fallen men, ſeverity towards fallen angel. 
How unſearchable are the acts both of 
mercy and judgment. 

| CHAP, 
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CHAP. IV. 


The peculiar miſery of unbelievers. The wons 
derful honour conferred on the human na- 
ue. The impo ſſi bility of ſalvation Wwith- 
out the death of Chriſt. The grand reaſon 
of the devil*s hatred to man. Our deep 
engagements to feſus Chriſt, 


how chriſtians ſhould improve this 

"Gs important article, that they may not 
he Wl receive the grace of redemption in vain. 
nd From what has been ſaid; theſe fol- 
| in MW lowing things recommend themſelves to 
our conſideration. Obſerve then, 

1. That unbelievers ſhall receive great- 
er condemnation. 

2, That Chriſt, by aſſuming our na- 


nour, 

3 That there is no way to heaven but 
dy jeſus Chriſt. 

4. That our ſalvation by Chriſt is one 
great reaſon of ſatan's oppoſition to man. 
G 5. This 


HE next thing to be conſidered, is, 


ture, has advanced it to the higheſt ho- 
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5. This ſhews our great obligations to 
Jeſus Chriſt. 


I. Unbelievers ſhall receive the preat- : 
er condemnation, becauſe they refuſe the ; 
roviſion made for their recovery. | 

FALLEN angels who forfeited the 1 
grace of creation, never refuſed the offers F 
of ſalvation by a redeemer, (becauſe ne- IN 
ver made to them) as the unbeliever does. 2 
By unbelievers, J don't mean ſuch, who p. 


never had the means of faith, as the hea- 
thens, but thoſe who are privileged with 
the means of grace, but don't come up 
to the requirements of the goſpel, vn. 
faith, repentance, and univerſal purity. 

SOME deny the revelations of the goſ- 
pel, others doubt of them, and among 
thoſe who give their aſſent to them, how 
tew heartily cloſe with the terms requir- 
ed? How few that have a ſenſe of the 
need and worth of Chriſt? How few 
value his precepts ſo as to do them, hi 
promiſes ſo as to rely Wen them, or 
dread his threatening as the meſſengers ot 
death? 

THEY would be ſaved by the death of 
Chriſt, but will not regulate theinlelves 
by his life, poſtponing the commands ct 


the goſpel to the indulgencies of the fleſl; 
would 
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would have ſalvation bur reject the yoke ; 
would glady enter into life, but hate the 
narrow way that leads to it; theſe are the 
unbelievers, for whom a double vengeance 
is reſerved. 

THAT there are degrees of puniſhment 

in the future ſtate, I think is unqueſtion- 
able from the nature of diſtributive juſtice, 
whereby God (rendering to every man 
according to his deeds,) proportions the 
0 WW puniſhment to the offence, Rom. ii. 6. 
3 Now, though all fin be a tranſgreſſion 
th W of the law, yet ſome fins being in their 
up W nature and circurailances more heinous 
2. WW than others, expoſe the tranſgreſſor to 
ſeverer ſtrokes. Heb. x. 29. 

HEwCE heathens ſhui] have a cooler 
habitation in hell, than thoſe who perich 
under the goſpel: nor will it be {trange 
it devils meet with a milder treatment 
there than ſinful man, becauſe they never 
ſinned againſt ſo much grace. No blood 
was ſhed for the expiation of their ſias, 
no mediator that we Know of imerceded 
tor them, no offers of ſalvation were 
ever made to them: but we cannot ſay 
lo, for God has not only given his dear 
don to be a ranſom for us, but invites us 
to return, yea, what is more, importunes 
us to be reconciled. Iſa. li. 4. Hear- 
(+ 2 ken 
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ken to me, O my people.“ 2 Cor. v. to. 
«© We are ambaſſadors for Chriſt, as tho? 
God did beſeech you by us, we pray you 
in Chriſt's ſtead, be ye reconciled to 
God.“ 

War pathetic moving expreſſions are 
theſe ? Though man be firſt in the breach 
of friendſhip, God is fir ſt in offering term 
of peace. Lord, how dis it thou art more 
concerned for us than we are for our- 
ſelves? How is it thou takeſt more care 
to prevent our ruin than ſatan does, as 
buſy as he is to promote it? How tenderly 
does God lament our final rejection of 
grace. © O that my people had hearken- 
ed unto me,” Pſal. IxxXl. 1 3. 

How then can we but expect a ſorer 
vengeance, if we neglect fo great a ſalva- 
tion? A falvation that was never tendered 
to fallen angels. Where ſuch diſtinguiſh» 
ing grace abounds, and is not received, 
nothing remains but a certain fearful looks 
ing for of ſorer judgment, and fiery im 
dignation, which ſhall devour the unbe- 
lieving adverſaries, Heb. x. 27. 

THE more rich the effuſions of grace 
are, the greater the contempt of it, and, 
by conſequence, the more terrible will ve 
the judgment of ſuch at laſt ; for the via 


of wrath will be in proportion to thoſe 
| ſtreams 
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ſtreams of goodneſs lighted by the fin 


ner. If we periſh under a diſpenſation 


of mercy, wherein God is willing to ſave 
us, ah, how unconceivably ſad will our 


eaſe be! With what fury will conſcience: 


laſh the forſaken wretch, and ſay, 
WHAT, die, and drop into hell in ſight 
of an offered heaven ? What, launch out 
into a ſea of deſpair, from a land of hope? 
0 wretched man, to make thyſelf miſera- 
ble for ever and ever, when God was 


willing to make thee happy ! The higher 


we advance in an hypocritical profeſſion 
of chriſtianity, the deeper we ſhall ſink. 
into the bottomleſs pit. 

DouBTLEss, God will ſeverely puniſh 
fallen angels, who never had any ofters 
of pardon made to them : but will he noc 
appear with greater ſeverity againſt tlioſe 
who n-glect to procure pardon that may 
be had upon 1caſonable and eaſy terms? 
The firſt coming of our Lord was in a 
flame of love, but bis laſt coming will be 
ein flames of fire, to take vengeance cn 
em that know not God, and that obey not 
tie goſpel of our Lord,” 2 Theſſ. i. 8. 

* THEN even mercy itſelf will vote 
* with the vindictive attributes of God, 
* for their ſorer paniſhment : and O 
* how inexpreſſible ſore muſt that puniſh=-- 

G 3 „ment 
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„% ment be, that is pronounced by mer. 
« cy turned into fury? how ſ1d muſt 
« their caſe be, when abuſed love ſhall 
« kindle ſuch a flame in God's breaſt 
„ that ſhall never be quenched, and rol! 
„ {ach a ſtone upon the mouth of hell 
« that can never be moved. 

May the devil ſay, ever ſince my 
&« fall, Il was malicioutly ſet againſt God, 
% but alas! fo ſoon as I ever firſt ſinned, 
„God kicked me out of heaven, and 
told me he would never have mercy 
„ upon me; and though I ſaw facrifices 
* offered, and Chriſt i the fleſh, and 
«© the goſpel preached, yet how could 
„ this but enrage me the more, to have 
God as it were to ſay, Look here ſa- 
« tan, I have provided a remedy for ſin, 
« but none for thine.” Lo I bring thy 
captives to heaven, but thou ſhalt remain 
in thy chains for ever. I have found a 
ranſom for man, but none for thee, | 
declare my ſelf thine implacable enemy. 

„his, may the devil fry, could not 
« but exaiperate, and ſet me upon re 
„ venge againſt God, ſo far as I could 
„% reach him.” But alas! alas! had 
Chriſt been but once offered to me 
might the devil ſay, what do you Link 
I would bave done? Would ſuch a 2 

ral 
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rable creature as I am, have refuſed the 
offers of ſalvation? Would 1 have prefec- 
red my chains before the redeemers of 
grace? Would devils continue devils, and 
remain in the dungeon of ſlavery, if the 
Son of God were authorized to publiſh 
liberty to thoſe miſcrable captives ? O no, 
7 no. 

j Wr, who have ſuffered the vengeance 
d, of God for fo many thouſand years, may 
d they add, know how to value the tenders 


cy MW of mercy, were they vouchſafed to us: 


5 W would we continue in our rebellion, and 
nd Wl provoke the dear Redeemer as the chil- 
id Ml dren of men do? No, no. 

we « But wo to me, may the goſpel ſin- 
ner ſay, for I am under a beiter diſ- 
« penſation than the devils were under 
before their fall, the goſpel of grace is 
urged upon me, which was never ſo 
much as offered to fallen angels: and 
„therefore, O wretched devils! What- 
* focver may be ſaid againſt your fins, 
there is infinitely more to be ſaid a- 
* gatnſt mine. I am the moſt fooliſh 
* and wiitul rebel that ever waged war 
* againſt the grace of God,” 


= 


10 


« 


II, Chriſt by aſſuming our nature has 
ayanced it to the hi gheſt honour, 
By 


— —  —— * 
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By his incarnation the nature of max 


is united with the ſecond perſon in the 
holy Trinity, and the plentitude of the di- 
vine nature dwells in his body. Col. i. 1! 
9. In him (that is in his human nature) WW " 

dwells all the falneſs of the Cochead 
bodily ;”” as the Shechina of old in the “ 
temple. The @Zthiopic verſion render; 4 
it, © All the perfection of his Deity in“ 
the body of man.” Jerom who follows Wi 
the Syriac, renders it, „All the fulnek wi 
of the divine nature- the 
BoviLy,}] that is, perſonally, after ab 
the manner of the Greeks, who uted the all 
word body for a perſon. Such is the bei 
union between the two natures, that God. ! 
in 


and man conſtitute one Chriſt. Beza. 
Tur meaning then of the text, is, ! 


That the human nature was joined with“ t 
his divine nature: though with us, the WM an 
foul and body being united; make a per- ubl, 
ſon, yet in Chriſt the ſoul. and body were by hi 
ſo united, as to have ther {ubſi!i ence not labit 
of themſelves, as in us, but in the God- Br 
head; for his human nature never ſu noſt 
ſiſted ſeparately and diſtinétly by any per tontet 
{onal ſubſiſlence of its own, as it does ie a 
ether men, but as ſoon as his body and fle 
foul were united, they had their ſubſi ed 
tence in che ſecond pei on in the Trinity d p. 


0 tr's th 
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fo that as fome have expreſſed it, there 
was an inhabitation of the Deity in the 
humanity ; of God in our nature, really, 
not ſymbolically. 

Tuts informs us, of the great ad- 
vancement of our fallen nature, by Chriſt's 
aſſuming it into union with the divine 
nature, Can we think of this honour 
without admiration and gratitude ? We, 
who by creation were made lower than 
the angels, by redcmption are advanced 
above them, by reaſon of our nearer 
alliance and approach to the ſupreme 
Being. 

THE Son of God did not only appear 
in our nature upon earth, but carries it 
up into heaven, and there prefers it next 
to the glorious Deity, When God made 
man, he advanced his nature above all 
wblunary beings, when he redeemed him 


labitants of heaven. 

By nature we are more vile than the 
noſt deſpicable worms; no. creatures ſo 
wnemptible, no, not devils, wboſe flaves 
ke are; yet Chriſt by tabernacling in 
ar fleſh, has not only reſtored, but ele- 
ted our nature © above all pricipalities 
ad powers ;” they ſurround the redeem- 
ts throne, but are not ſuffered to ſit 


upon 


by his Son, he exalted it above all the in- 


believer, by reaſon of his affinity will 
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upon it; that is the privilege of our na- 
ture. 

TRuf indeed, they have the honour 6. 
to be ſubjects of his kingdom, but not as un 
the ſaints, to be members of his body: na 
they ſtand in the relation of ſervants, but WM ki! 
we, in that of children, the angels are] 
his friends, but we his peculiar favourites I 
they attend him as noblemen do their 
prince, but the ſaints Iy in his boſom as 
his endearcd ſpouſe. Thus, the meaneſt 


the divine nature, 1s exalted above the alya 
higheſt ſeraphim. ed a: 


Tu E human nature of Chriſt is deare but t 
to God than all tne holy angels; it if 
more glorious and amiable in his een 
than all the creation; nay, more, he wh 
wears our nature in heaven, receives re 
ligious homage from the world of ange eth 
Heb. i. 6. Let all che angels of G0 
worſhip him.“ 

To be transformed into angels h. 
been no little honour to us, but Chrilt, 
taking upon him the ſeed of Abrahat 
crowned it with a higher degree of glo 
« 'The Word was made fleſh,” the mc? 
eſt part of man, john i. 14. Thus, he v 
made all things, became one of 
meaneſt things, he humbled himſels, ti 


tl 
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he might exalt us. By his incarnation, 
the nature of man is united with that of 
God, they meet together in a perſonal 
union ; this is the glory put upon the hu- 
man nature, a nature which the ſupreme 
king delights to honour. 


III. THERE is no way to heaven but 
by Jeſus Chriſt. No other way of diſpen- 
ing pardon. This is the peculiar hogour 
of Chriſt's name, that it 1s the only name 
rhereby we mult be ſaved ; there is no 
alyation in any other. No name erect- 
ed as a ſhelter for the nations to truſt in, 
tut this name; thoſe therefore, who re- 
ct his mediation muſt infallibly periſh 
br no other ſacrifice was ever ſuſtituted 
n the room of {inners. No other ark 

n ſecure us from the deluge of divine 

rath. God is in Chriſt reconciling the 

orld, and in him alone. Acts iv. 12. 
lat. X11. 21. 2 Cor. v. 18, 19. 

Ir there had been any other method 

ſave man, it is not likely that the Son 

God would have taken upon him our 

did nature, or that the Father would 

we expoſed li u to ſo much contempt 

d pain. Can we ſuppoſe that he, 

loſe tender mercics are over all his 

ks, would have wounded and bruilcd 


his 
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his deareſt Son for our fins, merely io f 

ſhew the terrors of his juſtice, if his jul i: 

tice had not been really implacable with- 

out it? f. 
Wray ſhould Chriſt become a man of g. 


ſorrows, and reſiſt even unto blood, if 
atonement could have been made at an 
eaſier rate ? Could not he who made the 
world by a word, redeem it by a word, 
if it had ſtood with the honour of his per- 
fections? If the juſtice of God could have 
been ſatisfied with any thing leſs than his 
death, how can we reconcile the infliction 
of it with moral equity? 

Ir man's ſalvation could have been pro- | 
cured by any other way, would not the Ml tha 
Father have anſwered that requeſt of his M nin 
Son in the letter of it, “that the cupM in 
might paſs from him ;” but his drinking W xe 
the very dregs of it, ſhews it was morally Ho. 
impoſſible to reſtore mankind any other W ini 
way than by his death. This will appear MW C 
by taking a ſhort view of the moſt proba« Well, 
ble means. God 

CouLD fallen man be reſtored by ab-M i; 
ſolute mercy ? By no means. It is true, Mtion; 
there is in God an effential tenderneſs, or Will | 
a ſufficiency to ſhew mercy, but our ſalva* Wy 
tion is not founded upon this, but the Wyich, 


death of Chriſt; if he had not ſuffered 


for 
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for us, our wound had been for ever as 
incurable as that of devils. 

THE conſideration of God's merciful 
nature, adminiſters no relief to fallen an- 
gels, nor to fallen man, but through the 
kind interpoſition of a mediator. 

CouLD man himſelf offer any thing 
for his readmiſſion? No, for were it poſ- 
ble, for us now to obey perfectly, our 
exacteſt obedience could not compenſate 
for former tranſgreſſions : but alas! we 
we ſo far from being able to yield com- 
plete obedience, that of ourſelves we are 
not able to think a good thought. 

So deep and univerſal is the corruption, 
that we cannot ſerve God without ſin— 
ning againſt him. How deficient are we 
in our beſt devotions! How imperfect 
re our graces? How weak our faith? 
low cold our love? O the infirmities and 
niquities of our holy things ! 

Can we by ſuffering the damnation of 
tell, make an adaquate compenſation to 
God for our fins? No, no: that of hell is 
a involuntary ſuffering, and diſpropor— 
nate to the crime. Beſides, they are 
ill ſinners, and none can make an ef- 
ktual atonement tor fin, but he, who is 
Whout fin, and perfect iu holineſs. 


H SAD 


| 
| 


6 

Sap caſe! to be always ſuffering, and I ; 
never be able to ſatisfy, to be for ever in 1 
extremity of pain, without being able to 1 
make ſatisfaction, or procuring ſo much as e 
one moment of eaſe. O miſerable ſtate! 
to be always weeping and walling, en- 
during the bitterneſs of a thouſand deaths, 
without a drop of comfort, or ſo much 
as a glimpſe of hopes, that they after 
all ſhall merit the favour of an offended 
God. When ten thouſand times ten 
thouſand millions of years are paſt, they 
ſhall be ſo far from purchaſing their re- 
leaſe from that fearful dungeon, as they M 
were upon the firſt moment of their con-W (ay 
finement. gre 

Can reprobates work their reſcue by dee 
power? By no means. Can feeble worms fon 
contend with an omnipotent arm? Alas! and 
they are naked to the ſtrokes of juſlice,M lim 


no moment but they feel the ſmart of tt 
the rod, without being able to move ble 
finger in defence of themſelves. There light 
is a way into hell, but none ont of it cone 
The devils who excel in ſtrength, hap 1; 
long ſtruggled with God, but never havYrea 
been able to ſhake off the leaſt chain. My a 

Can the holy angels miniſter any helboye, 
to us? No. They are not able to ſecur{uhy 


themſelves from a revolt; their ſtandin 
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js the fruit of Grace; much leſs able are 
they to recover revolted ſinners : if God 
does not help, how ſhall they do it? they 
cannot aſſiſt their fallen brethren. Can 
| they extend their ſmiles to thoſe on 
+ EY whom God frowns? And if they did, 
5s, can that ſweeten their bitter cup? Who 
ch ö he that can comfort when God pu- 
er MI nithes ? 


en IV. Tus doctrine diſcovers one great 
icy W reaſon of the devil's oppoſition to man- 
re- liad. 

hey HE envies our renewed felicity by a 
on: ſaviour: it cannot but give him the 
greateſt uneaſineſs to ſee fallen man re- 
deemed, and himſelf ruined, to ſee man- 


> by 


"rms bons of glory prepared for apoſtate man, 
Vas and blackneſs of darkneſs entailed upon 
lice, limfelf and companions for ever. O it 
t os this, it is this that fills him with implaca- 


we! 
There 
of it 
have 
harchereat ſufferers, yet it could not but ſenſi- 

by affect them, to ſee thoſe vacant ſeats a- 


ble enmity againſt us, and makes it de- 
liohtful to him to bring us into the ſame 
condemnation | 


1 


y heli tove, which they left, filled up by men 
ſecußz ho deſerved the ſame condemnation 
ncugiith themſeclyvez; how do they lage to 
H 2 ſec 


Ir the fallen angels were not ſuch 
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fee man, a clod of deſpicable duſt, re- 
ſtored to the favour of God, and them- 
ſelves, who once were glorious angels, 
caſt out of his preſence for ever? The 
lok of heaven cannot but grieve them, 
but it adds the utmoſt vexation to their 
grief, to ſee man, who was their ſlave, 
drawn thither with the cords of love, and 
themſelves left bound in chains of darkneſs 
for ever. O this is the cutting thought: it 
is this makes him purſue us with un- 
wearied rage and malice, that if poſſible 
he may baſtle the kind deſigns of mercy 
towards us. 

Hrs malicious attempts againſt man- 
kind will render his chains more heavy ; 
though he know this, and trembles at 
the proſpect, yet cannot forbear his temp: 
tations. How great is his enmity and ha- 
tred againſt us, when neither the wrath he 
actually feels, nor the ſuperadded ven- 
geance he fo juſtly fears, can abate the 
torce of it, 


V. How deep are our engagements to 
the great Redeemer ! 

He might have aſſumed the nature of 
angels, and not the feed of Abraham, 
and had he redeemed them, and not 


man, he had done us no wrong, for ” 
| ha 
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had no more right to mercy than they 
- had. | 
- SIN baniſhed them from heaven, and 
I man from paradiſe ; they are left in their 
e exiled (tate, and fo ſhould we, but tor the 
1, MW indulgence of a ſaviour, who was under 
ir no more obligation to us than he was to 
e, them. But for his blood the terrible 
il gulf had been fixed when Adam fell, 
sand the way to heaven for ever blocked 
| up. It he had not died for us, the ſen- 
tence paſſed upon us had been irreverſi- 
ble, and our diſtance from God had been 
everlaſting. 

is through his death that the divine 
throne is acceſible, that the gates of the 
new paradife are opened, and that we are 
invited to return from baniſhment. Lord, 
how is it thou lhiadſt no affection for them, 
when thou wert overcome with love to 
uz? What deformity in them that was not 
in us? 

He faw us wallowing in our blood, 
and in his great pity reſcued us from bon- 
dage; but thoſe eyes that piticd us had 
5 to no compaſſion upon fallen angels. Dear 

Jeſus! What reaſon for this difference? 
e of WW Were we better or more deſerving crea- 
1am, WW fures than they? By no means. Were 


H 3 they 
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they rebels? So were we. Did we want 
mercy ? So did they. 

May they fay, how Iamentable is our 
caſe? Our preſent pain, though grievous, 
admits of no relief. No intervals of caſe 
in the fiery furnace: we have nothing in 
view but endleſs horrors, dark and tragi- 
cal ſcenes of unmixed and durable for. 
row. We are fallen under the heavy {' 
diſpleaſure of God, the weight of his: 
hand is unſupportable. O wretched 
creatures that we are! Well may ouWo 
hearts break, ſince there is no room lettp 
for hope. 

FaREWEL all comforts, may they add, 
we are doomed to deſtruction. Rage, 
horror, anguiſh, and deſpair ; O theſe are 
the furies that mult be our eternal con 
panions. The wound is intolerable, wha: 
ſhall we do? Are there no linitives!? | 
there no balm in Gilead? Are there n 
bowels left for us? O no, no. We trem 
ble, we ſink under the burden, and 
that we could die, or be anihilated, the 
there would be an end of our pain ; bi 
alas! How vain is our complaint? Mb 
regards our lamentations? There is non 
to looſe our bonds, none to bring us 
much as a drop of cold water to co 


our tongues in theſe devouring flames. 
Noj 


— —— — 
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nt Now, this might have been the caſe 
of all mankind, and we had certainly ſunk 
dur into the ſame hell, if God had not laid 
us, © our our iniquities upon his Son, who eXpia- 
ale Wl ted them by the ſacrifice of himſelf, Heb. 
r in WW ix. 26. 
agi- A bleſſed Jeſus ! Whither did thy af- 
for- WW fections to rebellious man carry thee? 


2avy 
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hed 
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What couldſt thou have done and ſufter- 
ed more for him? What ſhall we render 
for this diſtinguiſhing love? O that 
our lives were continued anthems of 
praiſe ! 
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CHAT Vs 


The original of our ſalvation. Man's du 
to honour his nature, and advance the Re. 
deemer's intereſt by obedience and fuffer- 
ing. The condeſcenſion of Chriſl Conſudere 
ed in variety of particulars. His inc 
nation, the infirmities attending the hu 
man nature, The ſorrows of his li ife, cin. 
cumſtances of his crucifixion, pain, ſhame, 
Cc. The triumphs of mercy and juſtice 
The ſupremacy of our affedtion due to Fa- 
ther, Son, and Spirit, the ſacred three tha: 
bear record in heaven. 


N order to make a further improvement 
of this truth, I recommend the follow- 


ing inſtructions to the reader. 


1. Aſcribe the glory of your ſalvation 


to divine and undeſerved grace. 


2. Diſhonour not the nature Chr iſt has 


{o enobl:d. 


3. Appear every way for the hc: 


deemer's glory. 
4. Let 


WM Iv 


4. Let his taking on him the ſeed of 
Abraham be the ſubject of your frequent 
meditation. 
Make due reflections on the admini- 
tration of juſtice and mercy. 
6. Return love for love to Father, Son, 
and Spirit. 


I. Aſcribe the glory of your ſalvation 
to divine grace alone. 

THERE was no other attractive or im- 
pulſive cauſe. Tit. iii. 5. Not by 
works of rightevuſneſs which we have 
done; but according to his mercy he 
ſaved us, Eph. tt, 5. By grace ye are 
ſaved, ver. 8. Tit. ii. 11. The grace 
of God which bringeth ſalvation.” 

WEN we were profeſſed enemies, 
and worthy of his deepeſt reſentment and 
deteſtation, even then he {ſmiled upon us 
in the promiſe of a ſaviour. The plague 
of fin could not but render our nature 
loathſome and filthy, yet he eſpouſed us 
to himſelf, yea, lodged us in his boſom, 
a3 if we had been the moſt agreeable be- 


ings, and his deareſt familiars. 


In order to recover fallen wan, the Son 
of God is diſpatched from heaven, with a 
commiſſion to die for us. John X. 18 
* This commandment have I received 

trom 


r 
from the Father;“ that is, that he ſhould 


lay down his life. Not ſuch a command 
that made his death neceſſary before he 
conſented to it, For the Son was free 
from any obligations to till he engaged 
himſelf. 

HERE our Lord dies by a command of 
God the Father. But by what lay 
does an innocent man die for a criminal !” 
Anſw. Not by the moral law, or the 
law of nature, or indeed by any law pub- 
liſhed by God unto his creatures, as the 
rule of their obedience ; therefore his 
death was by a precept in the law of 
mediation, or that federal tranſaction 
and agreement between the Father and 
Son before time, about the ſalvation d 
man, commonly called the covenant of 
redemption. 

Trax Father's call to this mediatori 
work, and Chiilt's conſent to it wert 
equally neceſſary. This command d 
God gave him a full authority to die; | 
he had not received ſuch a command, It 
had no authority to lay down his life m 
more than Abraham had to ſacrifice hi 
fon, of his own head, without a Ipecia 
licence from heaven. 

Now, what could move God to & 


tertain ſuch favourable thoughts to ware 
In 
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us, ſo as to propoſe our recovery by the 
death of his Son? Nothing but his own 
free and ſovereign pleaſure ? Even ſo 
Father, for ſo it ſeemed good in thy 
ght. 
"0 the wonders of divine love! The 
(MW ſheep wander and treſpaſs, and the ſhep- 
herd is ſmitten and ſlain ; man becomes 
2 ſervant to tribute, and the maſter dies 
that the ſlave might live. Man com- 
mences an unnatural war againſt God; 
the Prince of life lays down his life to 
ranſom the provoking rebel. Shed his 
precious blood for him that was not wor- 
thy to live, and continues to offer its 
healing virtue to thoſe who trample upon 
of Wit. Herein *«** God commended his love 
to us in that while we were ſinners with- 
out ſtrength, Chriſt died for us,” Rom. v. 
d, 8. 
How ſurpriſing this turn of providence ? 
trange ! the general ſhould die for the 
dldier, the phyſician for the patient, the 
Juſt for the unjuſt, the Lord of glory for 
he children of diſobedience. This is net, 
Lord, after the manner of men, who 
lon't uſe to treat their greateſt enemies 
s their dearcſt friends. 
How aſtonithing is this pity? O the 
epths of the liches of grace! We are 
| healed 
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healed by his wounds, reſtored by his 


compaſſion, and entitled to a better pa. 


radiſe by his merit, though we, as well 38 
devils, deſerved the fatal blow, and might 
have been “kept in everlaſting chains 
under darkneſs, unto the judgment of 
the great day,” Jude 6. 

THERE were no motives of love in 
us; unleſs want of the divine image could 
paſs for one. By nature we are dead in 
treſpaſſes and fins, and unable to quicken 
ourſelves without his help, who is mighty 
to ſave, What need of a ſaviour, if fal- 
vation had been within the verge of our 
own power? If after the fall we had been 
wholly left to ourſelves without a media- 
tor, as the devils are, we had been devils 
too ; miſerable for ever. 

LET us then acknowledge the te- 
deemer's grace, and aſcribe glory to him, 
who, when he provided for our happinels 
left them in their ſins ; the law denounced 
the ſame, judgment againſt us and them, 
and it the proceſs had been according to 
the rules of ſtrict juſtice, we muſt have 
been their miſerable and inlepat able com: 
pamons: and O how admirable is the love 
that made ſuch unſpeakable diſſerence be. 
tween us and them, when ſin had rendered 
both equally obnoxious to the law ! 
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A tribute of gratitude is due to him, 
who deſcended from his high throne into 
the grave, and roſe again to give us a re- 
ſurrection to life. O let us offer unto 
him the ſacrifice of praiſe and ſincere af- 
fection. Bleſſing, and honour, and 
glory, be unto him that ſits upon the 
throne, and to the Lamb for ever, for he 
is worthy,” Rev. v. 12, 13, 

WrarT affectionate returns is due to 
him, who by the effuſion of his blood aſ- 
ſwaged thoſe floods of wrath that were 
ready to overwhelm us, who were over- 
whelmed with more ſins to be hated, 
than ſorrow to be pitied ? The glory of 
our reſtored ſtate mult be attributed to 
him, whoſe blood cries louder for pardon, 
than our iniquities for juſtice. 

GRACE is a divine beam, not primi- 
ive in our nature, but derived from 
Chiiſt the Sun of Righteouſneſs. How 
does the firmament of glory ſparkle with 
ſtars, bright and holy angels? All theſe 
borrow their luſtre from him, who is the 
father of lights. Our great redeemer 


who has brought immortality to light, is 
the ſtar that conducts us to heaven, the e- 
ternal ſanctuary. He the pen that enrols 
our names in the book of life, the wing 
on which we take our flight into the 

I world 
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world of ſpirits, the eye that preſents us 
with a view of thoſe glorious realities 
that are not viſible to an eye of ſenſe, 
Bleſſed be God for Jeſus Chriſt. 


II. Let us not diſhonour the nature 
that Chriſt has ſo enobled by his incarna- 
tions 

Gop made man upright, and cloathed 
him with honour, which he ſoon ex- 
changed for diſgrace and infamy, for (in 
is the reproach of the human nature, 
Now Chriſt, by aſſuming this nature, has 
not only wiped off that reproach, but 
rendered it once more conſiderable in 
the ſight of God. By its union with the 
divine nature, it is dignified in the high» 
eſt manner, for thereby it is advanced 
above the higheſt order of created be- 
ings; and ſhall we, by wallowing in {in, 
degrade it beneath the brutal nature! 
It ſhines vpon the throne with a bright- 
neſs ſuperior to that of angels, and ſhall 
we debaſe it by ſordid and groſs ſen- 
ſuality ! 

OUR nature is in heaven, and its puri- 
ty* the admiration of angels, and hall 
we diſgrace our glorified nature, by 
making it ſtoop to the ſlavery of {in! 


To yield our members to be inſtruments 
of 
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of unrighteouſneſs and ſin, is to turn the 
ſacred temple of God into a noilome 
dunghil. What horrid violence do glut- 
tons and drunkards offer to this venerable 
nature, when they pollute it with intem- 
perance ? How does the unclean wretch 
diſhonour it by making it the member of 
an harlot ? 

Is he who aſſumed our nature holy ? 
And ſhall we be impure ? Has he waſhed 
it in the pure fountain of his blood? And 
ſhall we defile it with the nauſeous yomit 
of ſin? Is God in our nature full of di- 
vine and pacific clemency ? is he {l»w to 
anger? And ſhall we be ſoon angry, and 
upon every ſlight occaſion indulge a re- 
vengeful temper? Did he adorn our na- 
ture with the garments of humility and 
meekneſs? And ſhall we by pride and 
paſſion expole the digaity of it ? 

Tar redeemer in our nature loves 
God, and hates fin, and ſhould not our 
affections correſpond with thoſe of Chriſt ? 
Try then, is God the ſupreme object of 
thy love? And as to ſin, is that the object 
of thy ſevereſt hatred ? Is there an irre- 
concilable war begun and carried on a- 
gainſt it? Do we reſolutely oppoſe the 
firſt ſallies of corruption? Are we harm- 
leſs and holy, wife as ſerpents and inno- 
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- cent as doves ? Do we keep ourſelves un- 


ſpotted from the world ? If fo, we great- 
ly honour our nature, and him who wears 
it in heaven: And, what can be more ho- 
nourable to ourſelves than to be moulded 
into the divine image, and act on earth 
in concert with our glorious redeemer in 
heaven? Is not this the ſum of the goſpel, 
to walk as Chriſt walked. What is chriſ- 
tianity, but a tranſcript of his life, or a 
conformity to his precepts and pattern ? 

As his converſation was a living law, fo 
tis an original, of which our practice ſhould 
be a conterpart. We ſhould be like him 
in univerſal holineſs, for holineſs is the 
beauty of that nature, which 1s clevated to 
the higheſt dignity in heaven, the habita- 
tion of hohneſs. 


III. Let us appear for the glory of our 
redcemer with the utmoſt vigour both by 
doing and ſuffering. 

IT is not enough to keep ourſelves, 
unſpotted from a polluting world, but we 
muſt be active for his intereſt, paying e- 
qual regard to the will of his precept and 
providence. | 

The fallen angels are baniſhed from 
the court of heaven, and the Son of God 


came into this world to invite us thither. 
| he 
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He ſhed his blood to purchaſe it, and 
ſent his ſpirit to qualify, us for its enter- 
tainments. All he did and ſuffered in 
the fleſh was in our ſtead, and for our 
advantage. And ſhall not we be willing 
to do and ſuffer any thing for his ſake, 
who loved us to the death ? 


1. Shall we not honour him who deli- 
vered us from the wrati to coine ? 


a Has he not with his own blood quench- 

ed the flame kindled by our ſins, and ſo 
0 ſaved our ſouls from going down to the 
Id pit? He ſuffered that penalty which the 
m law threatened againſt ſinners, and ſo ſa- 


ne tified the lawgiver. And ſhall we think 
0 WM any ſervice or ſuffering too much for him, 
who redeemed us from the curſe of thc 
law, whoſe ſentence againſt us had been 
otherwiſe irreverſible. 

Say, Lord, give me underſtanding to 
know thee, and to contemplate the won- 
ders of thy love. Give me a will to do 
all in ſubordination to tice. O pive, me 
an ear to hear thy voice, and a tongue to 
publiſh thy glories, am cye to behold thy 
ſtatutes, and feet to walk in them. O 
fill me with a ſolicitous concern tor th 
kingdom, that is oppoſed by the united 


powers of earth and hell. 
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Can we be ſilent when the Son of 
God is trodden under foot, when his di- 
vinity is inſulted, and the blood of the co- 
venant counted an unholy thing ? Can we 
ſit ſtill and be unconcerned, when we ſee 
his grace deſpiſed, his bleſſed day profan- 
ed, his religion and followers treated with 
contempt, even by thoſe who call them. 
ſelves chriſtians, 

SHOULD not this awaken our reſent— 
ments, and excitc us to a greater Zeal for 
the glory of the mediator? It is reported 
of Craſus his fon, that he was dumb all 
his days, till he ſaw a ſoldier offering to 
murder his father, upon which the tender 
affections he bore to him, broke the bars 
of his ſpecch, and he cried out, O don't 
kill Craſiis The regards due to tie 
honour of Chriſt, ſhould be infinitch 
nore ſtrong, and prompt us to open 
our mouths for him, though we never 
ſpoke before. O let our heads project, 
our hands act, and our moutlis peak tor 
him ! 


2. Shall not we be ready to ſuffer for 
him, who died for us? 

Its was not aſhamed of aſſuming our 
ignoble nature, or enduring the contra 


diction and reproaches of ſinners. And 
15 al 
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ſhall we think it much to be deſpiſed for 
our ſtrict adherence to his laws? Was he 
vilified for our ſakes? Ves: And ſhall we 
count it much to be reproached for him ? 
The perſecuted apoſtles eſteemed it their 
honour to be diſgraced for him, there- 
fore departed from the council, rejoicing, 
Acts v. 41. 

THERE is no true chriſtian but has 
in him a dipoſition to ſacrifice his deareſt 
intereſts for Chriſt, when his cauſe re— 
quires it. Self- denial, indeed, is the firſt 
principle in chriſtianity, and a conſtitutive 
part of it. Our Lord who bids us take 
up the croſs, led the way, * Endured the 
crols, deſpiſing the ſhame. He bore our 
orief, and carried our ſorrows, he was 
wounded for our tranſgreſions, and bruiſ- 
ed for our iniquities.” 

TRE primitive chriſtians followed him 
to heaven through much tribulation : they 
profeſled the truth with an ardency, pe- 
culiar, to thea;ſelves, and ſealed it with 
their blood, rather than diſhonour cheir 
Lord, by an ignominious deſertion; no 
promiſes of reward, nor threatenings of 
pain could tempt thoſe noble champions 
to deſert the captain of their ſalvation. 

WHEN thoſe primitive heroes were 
condemned to die for Ciriit, they beheld 


the 
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the flames wherein they were to burn 
with unterrified minds, cheerfully hy . 
braced the ſtake as the way to the crown, © 
for they reckoned that the ſufferings of t 
this preſent time, were not worthy to be 
compared with the glory which ſhould be U 
revealed in them. Thus the chtiſtian U 


martyr told Trypho the Jew, “ Though $ 
« our arms be expoſed to ſwords and * 
« axes, our bodies faſtened to the croſs, or U 
c thrown to wild beaſts, yet do we not {tr 
« ſtact from our ſacred profeſſion.” of 

Id the Acts of St Cyprian's paſſion, we M 
are told, that the Preſident having cauſed bel 
a great furnace to be filled with burning! dhe 
lime and fire, with heaps of frankincenl; we 
round the brim of it, gave the chriſtians MW A 
their choice, either to burn the frankin- ©? 
cenle in ſacrifice to Jupiter their idol god, M t 


or to be thrown into the furnace ; where- 
upon they leapt into the burning furnace: gre: 


thus about three hundred of them periſhed Ott 
in the flames, chuſing rather to die the ſton 
moſt cruel death, rather than deny, or to: 
diſhonour their holy profeſſion. thei 
THERE were varicus kinds of punilh- mid 
ments invented by their perſecutors to de- har 
ter them from the profeſſion of chril- Waſp 
tianity, the religion of Chriſt : ſome were * 
in dt 


nailed to the croſs, where they remained 
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in exquiſite pains, till they were ſtarved 
out of the world by hunger. Sometimes 
they were crucified with their heads down- 
wards, as the Egyptian martyrs. Others 
they roaſted alive before a flow fire, that 
they might die with greater torment. 
Some were hung up by the hands, and 
others by the feet, and great fires made 
under them, by which they were miſerably 
ſmothered. Some were clad with coats 
of paper and linen, daubed with pitch 
and brimſtone, and other combuſtible mat- 
ter, which being ſet on fire, conſumed 
them in a moſt miſerable manner. Others 
were ſhut upin the belly of a brazen bull, 
and a fire being kindled under it, were 
conſumed with a torment beyond imagina- 
tion. 

Ix ſome places they were thrown into 
great veſſels full of boiling pitch and oil. 
Others were hung up by one hand with 
ſtones of great weight tied to their feet 
to augment their ſufferings. Some had 
their bodies anointed with honey, and at 
mid day faſtened to the top of a pole, 
that they might be a prey to flies and 
waſps, &c. which by degrees tormented 
them to death. The Sebaſtian martyrs 
in St Baſil, were in the depth of winter 


in eonſtrained to ſtand naked all night in 


cold 
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cold froſty weather in a pond of water, 
Euſeb. &c. 

TES E tortures, and a thouſand times 
more they ſuffered in honour of Chriſt; 
when they could not ſerve him with 
their lives, they ſacrificed their lives for 
him. Wherefore ſeeing we are com- 
paſſed about with ſuch a great cloud of 
witneſſes, let us lay aſide every weight 
and the ſin which doth ſo eaſily beſet us, 
and with patience run the race that is 
ſet before us; looking unto Jeſus,” Heb, 
xii. 1, 2. Let us arm ourſelves with the 
ſame affections and reſolves, and be rea- 
dy to do and ſuffer any thing for the ho- 
nour and intereſt of our great Redeemer, 


IV. Let his taking upon him the ſeed 
of Abram, be the ſubject of your frequent 
and pious meditation. 

GREAT is the myſtery of godline(s: 
adore what you cannot fathom. Strange 
he ſhould aſſume ſuch a nature, and die 
ſuch a death! What, God become man, 
the mighty Flohim a feeble mortal? what 
more aſtoniſhing, than that he, whom 
the heaven of heavens adore, ſhould be 
confined to the womb of a virgin, that 
he, who made mankind, ſhould himſcl 
become the ſon of man, and born of ai 
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woman, who derived her being from his 
almighty power. What ſtupendous acts 
of providence are thele ! 

FoR God to become mortal, and o- 


gels had been degraded into worms. He 
had not the privilege of Adam, who in 
2 moment was made in the perfection of 
his nature, i. e. a complete man, but 
our Lord muſt make his appearance in 
the world by the common way of natu- 
ral birth, and ſtoop to a ſtate of helpleſs 
infancy. 5 
. No ſooner born than perſecuted. Be- 
bo- bold the God of heaven flying in the 
er. rms of a woman, from the rage of a 
mortal man; the God of Iſrael driven 
ed out of the boſom of the church into E- 
ent MY pt, © Where the child Jeſus, being by 
* deſign or providence carried into a 
* temple, all the ſtatutes of the idol 
* gods fell down, like Dagon at the 


life of Chriſt. | 
It is further amazing, that he took on 
him not only the form of a man, but that 
df a ſervant, which is a kind of lower de- 
free of humiliation. Phil. ii. 7. But 
made himſelf of no reputation, and took 
upon him the form of a ſeryant ;” that is, 
man's 


bedient unto death, is more than if an- 


* preſence of the ark.” Biſhop Taylor's 
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man's ſervile nature, (without any exter- | 
nal honour) after it had lain about four 
thouſand years in the common ſhore of 
ſin. He did not aſſume man's nature as 
it was in Adam before the fall, while it 
ſtood in its primitive perfection and glo- 
ry, but after ſin had defaced it. Ho 
ſtrange is this condeſcenſion ! God comes 
down from heaven, in the ſimilitude * of 
a menial ſervant, to miniſter and ſerye, 
and not to be miniſtered to. 

HE, who was in the form of God, the 
brightneſs of his glory, and the expreſ 
image of his perſon, ſcarce appears like 
a man: the infinite brightneſs of his na- 
ture was concealed under the veil of his 
humanity ; and O how ſurpriſing is it to 
behold the ſun of righteouſneſs under ſuch 
an eclipſe ! to ſee the glory of heaven vell- 
ed with a cloud of obſcurity! to ſee that 
bright morning. ſtar transformed as it were 
a glow-worm. 

THouUuGH our Redeemer was the ſo- {<1 
vereign Lord of nature, yet became ſub- all, 
jet to the law of nature, as born ofa 7: 


woman, and ſurety for the tranſgreſſors W pri 
of M (leg 


: peo 
* Significat proprie, ſimilitudinem, vel imagin em pes 
alicujus rei expreſſam ut forma ſigilli expreſſa in cc. 
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of it Was circumciſed the eight day, 
and fo ſubmited to the ceremonial, as 
well as to the moral law. He became 
obnox1ous to the penal infirmities belong- 
ing to the human nature, as wearineſs, 
hunger, thirſt, grief, mortality, &c. tho? 
theſe were not ſinful in themſelves, how- 
ever they were the conſequents of fin, 
and marks of its conqueſt over our na- 
ture: ſo that not only his divinity, but even 
his humanity was debaſed, therefore it is 
ſaid, he was made in the likeneſs of ſinful 
fleln, Rom. viii. 3. Not only of fleſh, 
but ſinful fleſh, that is, he did not only 
aſſume our nature with all its eſſential pro- 
perties, but as ſullied with fin ; 

UreoNn this fcore he was treated as a 


reputed ſinner, accuſed of intemperance 


and ſorcery, and at laſt condemned for 
pretended blaſphemy, impoſture and trea- 
ſon. 

Tus the Lord of glory made “ hims- 
ſelf of no reputation ;” be who was all in 
all, reduced himſelf to nothing. Phil. ii. 
7. He emptied himſelf,” i. e. of his 
primitive glory. Abaſed himſelf to that 
degree, as to ſuffer all kind of indig- 
nities from men, even the refuſe of the 
people. 
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Wrar ſtrange and ſurpriſing turns in 
his incarnate life ! Behold, I ſhew you 
a myſtery ! The bread of lite is hungry, 
the fountain of living waters thirſty, the 
light of heaven darkened, the ſource of 
activity and motion weary, the prince of 
life dead. 

THE low circumſtances in which he 
appeared, afford matter of juſt admira- 
tion. Though rich, he became poor 
for our ſakes.” Derived his being, as 
man, from a mean family, his bleſſed mo- 
ther a poor virgin, his reputed father a 
mechanic. Theſe were his neareſt rala- 
tives according to the fleſh. ** Born,” 
ſaith biſhop Taylor, “iu a poor place, in 
« a cold winter's night, far from home, 
«© among ſtrangers, with all the circum- 
« ſtances of humility and poverty. No 
«© man will have cauſe to complain of 
« his coarſe robe, if he remembers the 
% ſwadling cloaths of this holy child, 
« nor be diſquieted at his hard bed, when 
he conſiders Jeſus laid in a manger.” 
Life of Chriſt. 

HE had no place wherein to lay his 
head, though Lord of all the earth, nor 
money to pay his tax without working a 
miracle for it. Mat, xvil. 27. 

« Now 


(- T2 
«© Now, ſince the eternal wiſdom of 
© the Father, who knew to chuſe the 
« good, and refuſe the evil, did chuſe a 
« iife of poverty; it gives us demonſtra- 
« tion, that riches and honours, thoſe 1- 


« dols of the world's eſteem,..are ſo far 


« from creating true felicities, that they 
* are not of themſelves eligible in the 
% number of good things. However, 
© no man is to be aſhamed of innocent 
poverty, of which many wiſe men 
% made vows, and of which the holy Je- 
„ ſus made election, and his apoſtles 
after him, made public profeſſion. ibid. 

THOUGH he was the king of glory, he 
diveſted himſelf of that dignity peculiar 
to him as the Son of God, and never ap- 
pared in royal pomp and ſtate. The 
princes of the earth, in their progreſs 
uſually go mounted, but the King of kings 
traveled up and down a foot, till he went 


to die; then indeed he enters Jeruſalem 


with an air of ſeeming triumph, bur it 
was upon an aſs, a borrowed aſs, with- 
out any furniture or equipage. Great 
men of old, it is true were wont to ride 
upon aſſes, but after Solomon's time, and 
the Jews commerce with Egypt, they 
procured an increaſe of horſes, and from 
mat time, only the poorer fort among 
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them rode upon aſſes, creatures formed 
not for ſtate, but {ſervices 

** THIs was but a poor piece of ſtate, 
How far was our Lord from affecting 
« worldly grandeur! Yet becauſe he 
« was a king, he would be proclaimed 
« {uch, but that it might appear his king- 
«© dom was not of this world, he de 
„ clines a pompous proceſſion, and all 
« marks of temporal ſovereignty,” chu- 
ſing rather to ſuffer affliction with and 
for the people of God, than to enjoy 
theſe for a ſeaſon ; eſteeming the reproach 
of the croſs greater riches than the trea- 
ſures of the earth. 

HITHERTO we have conſidered his 
leſfer trials, which were preparitives to 
his laſt ſufferings, we now enter upon the 
bloody ſcene : no ſooner was the ſentence 
of death paſſed upon him, but his precious 
body was torn with cruel ſcourgings. I his 
correction by ſtripes was often a prepara 
tion for death among the Romans; the 
manner of 1t remarkable. 

TnEr ſtripped the condemned perſon, 
and bound him to a poſt, where two 
ſtrong men ſcourged him with rods of 
thorns; after them came two other men, 
who whipped the criminal with whips, 
made of cords full of knots; and wy 
| they 


en 
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they had done, two other officers laid on 
with whips of wire, which tore off the 
fleſh : this was a moſt barbarous puniſh- 
ment, eſpecially as inflicted by the Ro- 
mans, who were not under the reſtric— 
tion of the Jewiſh law. which forbid 
ſcourgings above forty times. 

IT is probable our bleſfed Redeemer 
ſubmitted to this barbarous diſcipline, and 
that the Pſalmiſt referred to it when he 
ſaid, 4 The plowers plowed upon my 
back, and made long furrows,”” Pfal. 
exxix. 2. 

Tuus we are healed by Jis ſtripes, 
Sin is our diſeale, and the Redeemer's 
blood the balm that cures it. He was 
chaſtiſed with whips, that we might not 
be for ever chaſtiſed with ſcorpions, 
We committed the crime, and he endured 
the puniſhment. He was made fin for 
us, Who. knew no fin, that we might be 
made the righteoutneſs of God in him. 
He ſhed his blood, not becauſe we were 
righteous, but to make us ſo. 

AT lalt they nailed him to the tree, 
whereon he died, his death was the per- 
ſection of his troubles, and that which put 
the higheſt emphaſis upon his love. His 
tormer afflictions were like ſcattered drops 
of rain, but here all the ſhowers of wrath 
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from heaven, hell, and earth broke out 
together againſt him. In this dark hour 
the anger of God, the rage of man, and 
fury of devils, conſpired and united a- 
gainſt him. 

How black were the clouds that ga- 
thered about Mount Calvery ? there it 
was the waters of the flood enereaſed 
the fountains of the great deep were 
broken up. O the length, depth, breadth 
and height of his love in the laſt conflict! 
Ah! who can refrain from tears, to think 
we love him no more, who put himſelf 
to {uch pains for us? 

THE dcath of the croſs muft needs be 
very painful to him. if we conſider, 

I. I he tenderneſs of his body. 

2. Inhumanity of his treatment. 

2. Slownels of his death. 

The curle annexed to it. 

5. The ſhame attending it. 


1.) THE admirable tenderneſs of his 
body made this death very painful to him, 
perhaps more ſo thau to another. 

No fleſh was ever lo ſoft and tender, 
nor {o acutely quick in the ſenfe of fecl- 
ing; and that which made him more af, 
fected with his wounds, was their faften- 
ing him to the croſs with nails, driven 
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through his hands and feet, theſe being 
above all other parts of the body moſt 
ſenſible of torment, by reaſon that they 
abound with nerves and ſinues, the great 
inſtruments of feeling. 

His body was exquitively preceptive 
of paintul impreſſions, therefore the nails 
could not be driven through thole tender 
parts of it, without unſpeakable torture; 
beſides what pain was cauſed by hanging 
ſo many hours with his hands ſtreched a- 
broad, bearing the weight of his body by 
them. 

Hrs being God did no way leſſen the 
pain, for the divine nature that ſupported 
bim under his ſufferings, did not diminiſh 
or alleviate the force of it. He paid all 
our debts without any abatement, or 
allowance ; not a drop of the bitter cup 
but he drunk it ; he filled up the deter- 
mined meafure of ſorrow. without any 
deduction. 

Tü vehemency of his paſſion in the 
garden threw him into a bloody ſweat: 
ln his agony he cr ies out, O my Father, 
If it. be poilible, let this cup paſs from 
me.“ And how unſupportable his bur- 
den upon the crols was, appears by that 
nourntul exclamation, © My God, my 

God, 
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God, why haſt thou forſaken me! Mat. 
XXVi. 39. 

BEHOLD here the deciding battle be. 
tween the ſerpent and ſeed of the wo— 
man! The powers of hell are let looſe, 
and theſe ſet all the engines of darknc{; 
at work to torment him, but in vain they 
exert their outragious malice, for the 
mortal blow recoiled upon themlelves ; 
even in his death he triumphed over them, 
When chained to-the croſs, and feeming- 
ly deſtitute of not only of perſonal 
ſtrength, but of all foreign aſliſtance, e- 
ven then he led captivity captive, by an 
irreſiſtable arm made multitudes captives, 
By dying he conquered fin, ſatan, and 


death, and ſubjected to himfelt thoſe} 


who were led captives by them. That 
which makes the victory the more remark- 
able, is, that it was obtained by his own 
obedience unto death. Omnipotent pow- 
er, that without his death, could calily 
conquer the adverſaries, now ſuſpends its 
activity, for a while leaving the great 
Mediator to manage the final conflict by 
his own righteouſne ſs and ſtrength. 

In his way to the place of exccution, 
he is conſtrained to carry the croſs upon 
his own ſhoulders, the weight of whict 


was ſo great, that hc began to ſink under 
it; 
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t; and his enemies fearing he might die 
on the road with leſs pain and ſhame than 
they intended to inflict upon him, they 
preſſed one Simon a Cyrenean, to carry 
the tree on which he was to ſuffer. 

An dear Jeſus! Who can behold thee 
with dry eycs, marching with the crois 
on thy tender ſhoulders towards Golgotha, 
that gloomy hill of death, and common 
charnal-houſe of the city; a remarkable 
ot of ground, being the place where 
Adam is (by ſome ſuppoſed to be buried, 
and where Abraham erected an altar to 
lacrifice his ſon, 

THE traditions of the jews and ancient 
chriſtians about the interment of Adam, 
are formewhat peculiar. In reverence to 
the temple of Jeruſalem, the Jews tell us 
tat Adam offered his urſt facrifice on 
the mount Moriah, on which Solomon's 
temple was built, itis, ſay they, a very an- 
tient tradition tranſmitted to us by our 
doctors, 'Viz.. - 

*© That the place where Aaron's threſh- 
ing floor ſtood, and where David erec- 
* ted an altar, and in a little time after, 
dolomon built the temple, was the ſame 
place where Abraham made an altar to 
acrifice his ſon Iſaac, and the ſame place 
where Noah built an altar and ſacrificed 

after 
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after his coming out of the ark; the ſe 
place where Cain and Abel offered their 
ſacrifices, and the ſame place where Adam 
the firſt man made his firſt offering afterMc | 
his creation. Our ſages and doctors haveſWye: 
told us, that Adam was created in the 
lame place, where was made the propi- 
tiation of his fin. 

ACCORDING to this tradition, Ada 
was created out of the earth of mount 
Moriah in Jeruſalem, or Salem, the ha 
bitation of Melchiſedeck. Pierk. Rabbf 


f a 
Eliczer. cap. 12. 

Wirnovr all doubt, the ancients had " 
heard ſomething of this tradition of the gin 


Jews, when they ſay, Adam was created 
out of the ſame earth, and buried in the 
ſame earth, upon which propitiation wa 
made for his fin ; that 1s, that Adam wa 
buried on mount Calvery, where our da 
viour died for in. 

THE better to embelliſh this ſtory 
they tell us, that this mount Had got the 
name of Golgotha, or the place of a {kull 
becauſe Adam's ſkull was found there 
From this ſuppoſition have been draw 
diverſe myſterious imaginations, Viz. that 
the ſkull and aſhes of the firſtman, 
who introduced fin into the worte 


was incorporated with the blood of oy 
Wh 
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Jo was come to expiate that fin ; which 
es in plain terms, as much as that the ſe- 
cond Adam is the redeemer of the firſt, 
hat his blood which waſhes away the ſins 
of the firſt man, being mixed with his 
mes, has produced the ſeed of reſurrec- 
jon and eternal life. 

[ muſt confeſs, ſays Monſieur Jurieu, I 
don't much ſcruple to call the truth of 
this tradition in queſtion, yet cannot but 
antWetain ſomething of a reſpect for it, look- 
ha ng upon it like many other curious pieces 
wot antiquity which are the products of 
ancient ſculptures ; whoſe ſtatutes, 
tough not always made after living o- 
vinals, nevertheleſs, being excellent 
ces, were preſerved for the extraordi- 
es and height of fancy, ſhown in them 
their authors. 
would not be too forward in exclaim- 
g againſt it as a mere fiction, in reſpect 
thoſe great perſons who did believe it 
be true, and have tranſmitted it to us 
r ſuch: among thoſe are Epiphanius, 
rigen, Baſil, Chryſoſtom, and before 
em Tertullian, who expreſſes it thus 
l MELTTE : | 
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Golgotha locus eſt, capitis calvaria quondan,* 
Lingua paterna prior ſic illum nomine dixit, 
Hic medium terre eſt——— 

Hic hominem primum ſuſcepimus eſſe Sepultum, 
Hic patitur Chriſtut. pio ſanguineterra madeſcit 


Pulvis ade,ut poſſit veteris cam ſunguine Chri| , 
Commixtus ſtillantis aque virtute levari, « 
Adverſus Marcionem Lib. II. p. 524. 0 
Franakeræ. CI. Io. xcviII. te 

li 

But to return. When our bleſſed Lord m 
arrived at Galgotha, the tree to which de 
was nailed, by its fall into the place of i 
ſtation in the ground, gave him infiniii na 
torture by ſo violent a concuſion of ine 
tender body. N 
Or RRS are of opinion he only cat un 
ried the croſs piece of the tree. St Mea 
prian affirms what is yet more doletuWMy; 
namely, that Chriſt did ſtick to the tr Hutu 
which he carried, being nailed to it Mer. 


fore he came to the place of execution 
Tu ipſe patibuli tui bajulus, hærebas ligny n 
quod tuleras, Evectionis & Paſlionis anxi@ nat 
tates ſuſtinens & labores Cypriani Oper 
Excudebat Jonnes le Preux. M. P. xc! 
x111 De Paſſione Chriſti. P. 518. Arg. 


(2. 1H em! 


Matth. xxvii. 
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(2.) THE inhumanity wherewith he 
was treated encreaſed his pain. 

Is it nothing to you all ye that paſs by? 
Behold and ſce, if there be any ſorrow 
like unto his ſorrow. Upon his trial, 
and upon the road to his execution, 
bow was he inſulted by his judges, as 
well as the foldiery ! While he hung on 
the tree, what ſhowers of reproach, con- 
tempt, and indignity were poured upon 
him: Never was there a more innocent 
man, or a greater ſufferer, and yet was 


Ore 


h denied even the common relief of pity, a 
of i favour uſually extended to the worſt of 
init nale factors, eſpecially in their dying ex- 
k 1M tremities, 


To pity is one of the properties of the 
human nature, to deny it to miſerable ob- 
jects, is, as it were, to offer violence to 
our conſtitution, and to be worſe than our 
nature inclines us to be: to expreſs a ten- 
ler concern for men in diſtreſs, is to ſwim 
with the ſtream of natural inclination ; 
o man but is more or lefs endued with 
native tenderneſs that prompts him to 
Jperids of picy upon proper occaſions: pity, 
Clit is a common lenitive, and to which 
rg. Wie vileſt of men in their milery think 
) 1 Wicmſelves entitled, but our ſuffering 
lord had no ſhare, no not in this kind 
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of relief: in the midſt of his gu: he 
endured cruel mockings. 

He expected compaſſion, as well 1 
might, conſidering the greatneſs of his 
ſorrow, Pſal. Ixix. 20. Reproach has 
broken my heart, and I am full of hea- 
vines, and I looked for ſome to pity, 
and there was none, and for comforters, 
and I found none.” It added to his af- 
fiction from his enemies, that all his dif- 
ciples forſook him and fled. 

DEAR feſus! Was ever condition like 
thine! Did ever any ſuffer ſuch univerſal 
contempt and ſcorn ! The ſpectators of 
his ſufferings had him in deriſion every 
| where, not only when tried for his life, 
but when he hung on the croſs; the com- 
mon people, who very ſeldom are deti- 
cient in compaſſion to dying perſons, de- 
rided our dying Lord; the ſoldiers, whc 
by their office were obliged to guard him 
againſt the inſults of the mob, joined witl 
them in making a mock of his ſufferings 
the magiſtrates, whoſe place it was tc 
{kreen him from affronts, reviled the in 
nocent ſufferer, and ſpread themſelves a 
mong the rabble on purpoſe to animate 
their rage. 

YEa, ſo great was the corruption o 
the Jewiſh church at this time, that he 
yer 
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very prieſts reproached him, even in his 
dying moments, than which nothing could 
be more barbarous, * How is the faith- 


au city become a harlot ? It was full of 
" judgment, rigliteouſneſs lodged in it, but 
Low murderers. Ah ſinful nation! a ſeed 
of evil doers, children that are corrupters.“ 


15 Ma. 1. 4, 21. 

How did their impotent malice tri- 
imph ! Having ſtripped him of his gar- 
ments, they put on him the mock-habili- 
ments of majeſty, and made a ſham king 
of him, thereby ridiculing his pretenſions 
to dominion and ſovereignty. 


by, THEy covered him with a ſcarlet robe, 
8 put a mock-ſceptre into his right hand, 
4 and a crown of thorns upon his head, to 
as render him ridiculous. They bowed the 
* knee, and ſo made a jeſt of his ſacred 


erſon, they ſpit in his face, that © bleſſed 
ace which outſhines the ſun, and before 
which the holy angels cover their faces.“ 
They ſmote him on the head, and pro- 
dably on the crown of thorrs, and ſo 
ruck them into his head to give it the 
Wieeper wound: and thus they made his 
miſery the matter of their diverſion and 
leaſure. i 

As he went to the place of execution 
ey took off the mock-robe of ſtate, and 
FS ws no 
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no mention being made of taking away 
the crown of thorns, ſome have ſuppoſed 
that he was crucified with that crown 
on his head. fn a word, they loaded him 
with all the diſgrace and infamy that in- 
fernal malice could conſpire them with, 
ever was a worm fo trampled upon, an 
1c0cent that ſuffered ſo much, or that 
was fo deſpiſed and rejected of men. 


(3-) Tux ſlowneſs of his death made it 
more terrible. 

Trost parts of the body that are 
moſt diſtant from the vital, were nailed 
to the tree, which made his pain more 
lingring and tedious ; he felt himſelf 
dy ing. 

So great was the pain of crucifixion, 
that ſome judges out of a generous pity, 
cauſed malefactors to be ſtrangled before 
they were crucified. An inſtance ot 
which we have in the pirates, whom Ju 
lius Cæſar had ſworn to execute on the 
croſs, Conſtantine the firſt chriſtian em- 


peror, aboliſhed that uſe of the croſs a 
mong the Romans. 

WHEN death is ſpeedily executed, the 
ſenſe of pain is ſoon over: but our der 
Lord was upon the rack for three hours. 


It is true, many had been longer on the 
crol;, 


Ei 


groſs, but all whoever died upon it, were 


their pains put together, can not be ſaid 
to ſuffer ſo much as Chriſt did, when he 
made his ſoul an offering for fin. 


ST. Andrew was two whole days upon 


the crols, and though in violent pain, yet 


preached to the ſpectators all the lime: 


tome martyrs have been rather ſtarved, 
and devoured by birds than killed with the 
proper torment of the croſs. 

WIE read how Timothens, and his wife 
Maura hung on the croſs nine days toge- 
ther, betore they completed their mar- 
tyrdom, but had their miſery being pro- 
tracted to a thouſand years, it had fallen 
ſhort of his ſufferings, who was Emmanu- 
el, God with us. His ſenſes continued in 
their full vigour to the very laft, which 
made his pain more afflictive to him. 

SOME think his agonies on the croſs 
vere not altogether ſo great as thoſe in 
WW the garden, where he ſweat thick drops 
of blood, when there was no viſible hand 
do affiict him. How unconceivably great 
were thoſe troubles of his ſoul that cauſed 
ſuch diſin l commotions in his body! and 
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O how :ranſcendent was the love that 
made him willing to bear all without 
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(4.) ANOTHER aggravation was, the 
curſe annexed to that kind of death. For 
he that is hanged is accurſed of God, 
Deut. xxl. 23. or (according to the He- 
brew, and the Hebrzo Samaritan verſion) 
is the curſe of God, The curſe of hang- 
ing, under the law, was typical and cere- 
monial, and had a ſpecial reference to our 
creat Redeemer, whoſe curſe, as our 
{urety, was moral and real, as it is appli- 
ed by the apoſtle, Gal. iii. 13. He re- 
deemed us from the curſe of the law, be- 
ing made a curſe for us.“ How ſurpri— 
ſing and ſtrange is this method of cure! 
Chriſt redeems us fi om a curſe, by being 
made a curſe, or hanging on a tree, which 
had a peculiar brand of infamy put upen 
it, by the law of Moſes. Not that the 
law did curſe Chriſt, but that expreſſion 
is applied to him, becaule, as our ſurety, 
he endured that punithment, which the 
law threatened againſt ſinners. 

HENCE it is, that he died by a Roman 
law, for crucifixion was a Roman Puniſſ- 
ment, and not uſed by the Jews, who had 
many ways of putting capital offenders 
to death, as (toning, ſtrangling, burning, 
beheading, but none of theſe had a cul? 
annexed to them, as the death of the 


crols had. 
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Tu E law curſeth the tranſgreſſors there- 
of; it was neceſſary therefore he ſhould 
undergo this execrable death, for no pu- 
niſhment, or ſatisfaction had been <ff-c- 
tual, unleſs he had been made a curſe, or 
fuch a ſufferer for us, who were the real 
trauſgreſſors: if he had not endured the 
malediction of the law on the croſs, that 
infamous token of God's diſpleaſure, we 
had never taſted the bleſſing of the goſ- 


pel. 


(5.) Tux ſhame attending his death, 
s the laſt aggravating circumſtance | 
ſhall mention. | 

SEVERAL things conſpired to render 
it ignominious, as the perſons to whom 
that kind of death was utually appropria- 
ted, the place where he fuffered, his 
companions on the croſs, the time of the 
year, and of the day, and his hanging na- 
ked on the croſs. 


) 
. I. CRUCIFrxXION was a puniſhment 
0d Wicldom inflicted on any but ſlaves, or the 
$ W\ileſt.of the people. 

„do great was the indignity of the croſs, 
that the orator wanted words to expreſs 
at, therefore calls the crucifixion of a Ro- 
man citizen, a nameleſs wickedneſs, It 


Was 
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was indeed generally thought too ſcanda- 


lous a death for the meaneſt perſon that : 
was a freeman : when they chole a death ded 
ro ſhew their greateſt abhorrence of any I: 
creature, this was it; therefore the dogs, M "© 
that by their ſilence betrayed the capitol, vs 

ed \ 


were crucified. 

AND this is the death to which the in- his 1 
nocent and holy Jeſus ſubmitted, the Mal 
ſhame of which he is ſaid to deſpiſe, when 


he endured the pain. So dear was our bers, 
ſalvation to him, that no reproaches Ae 
thrown upon his life, doctrine, and mira: ful N 
cles could pall his mind in the purſuit of frien 
it; not all the terror and diſyrace which cular 
attended that death, could deter him 
from a cheerful ſubmiſſion to the ſtroke; TI 
he deſpiſed] all thoſe affronts and injuries tribut 
as the impotent efforts of ignorance and Ir 
malice. Heb. Ni. . ſons 
Wirn what admirable compoſure did? A & 
he tuſfer all inſtances of contempt offered ſure 
to his royal perſon! He might have they 


ſharpened the arrows of his wrath, and 
darted them into the bowels of thoſe who 
wounded ius name, and expoſed him to 
open ſhame : but he endured all with 
unmoved patience, and inſtead of reveng: 
ing himſelf on the contrivers of that fat 
tragedy, he prayed tor them.. 
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II. Tye place where he ſuſfered ad- 
ded to his ſhame, 

Ir was at Jeruſalem, where once he 
was greatly honoured for his doctrine 
and miraculous works, but now 18 load- 
ed with contempt and reproach, as if 
his followers had been miſtaken in the 
man. 

IF he had ſuffered death among ſtran- 
gers, the reproach would not have been 
alogether ſo great, but to die a digrace- 
ful death in midſt of his acquaintance, 
if friends and enemies, gave a very parũ- 
cular accent to the ignominy. 


III. His companions on the croſs con- 
tributed not a little to his ſhame. 
Ir his fellow ſufferers had been per- 
ſons of character and figure, or ſuffered 
i a good cauſe, it would in ſome-mea- 
lure have leſſened the diſhonour ; but 
they crucified him with two common 
theives, and placed him in the middle, as 
if he had been the greateſt criminal of the 
three. 
To be crucified with good men is diſ- 
paraging enough, but to be ſurted with 
malefactors that are the averſion and ene- 
mies of mankind, adds a frel(l: burden to 
lus 
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his laſt ſafferings. Iſa. liti. 12» © He was 
numbered with the tranfgreſſors.“ 

Tnvs, according to the prediction, 
* He was numbered with the tranſpreſ: 
fors,” not only condemned as a malefactor, 
but executed between two malefactors, 
and while he lived, his enemies counted 
him a ſinner and a tranſgreſſor, and un- 
der this imputation delivered him to the 
Gentiles. John xvili. 30. If he were not a 
malefactor we would not have delivered 
him to the thee, i, e. Pilate. 


IV. His ſhame we aggravated by the 
time of the year. 

For, he was crucifyed at the ſolemn 
feaſt, in ſight of all Iſrael, who were then 
come to Jeruſalem to keep the feaſt of the 
paſſover, in commemoration of their de- 
liverence out of Egypt. It was a cuſtom 
among the Jews to execute malefactors at 
their public feafts, that all Iſrael, who 
were then preſent, might ſee and fear, 


V. No muſt I omit the time of the 


day. 

HE was nailed to the croſs at twelve 
o'clock, ſuppoſed by ſome to be the time 
of the day that our firit parents fell: he 
hung the tree from twelve at noon t? 
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three, (which are the moſt public hours 
of the day, when people are up and a- 
broad,) contrary to their traditional law 
of deferring execution till near ſun-ſet. 


VI. Taxy crucified him naked. Mat. 
$XVile | 

THE ſhame of nakedneſs is the fruit 
of fin, and therefore when Chriſt came 
to ſuffer for fin, he was made naked, 
How ſtrange 1s the ſpectacle! He who 
cloaths the angels with robes of light, 
hangs naked himſelf on a tree. His be- 
ing covered with a ſcarlet robe, (which 
ſignified his bearing our fins, red like ſcar- 
et, in his own body) was only for a little 
time, and with a deſign not to guard him 
againſt the indecency of a naked poſture, 
but by way of mockery, and as an addi- 
lon to his diſgrace. 

Tavs we ſee how the croſs was one 
of the moſt ignominious executions, and 
made uſe of to puniſh the vileſt of men, 
and worlt of malefactors, and yet, this is 
the death he choſe, in order to anſwer 
ze firſt threatening, and procure our ſal- 
ation, The reaſon of this choice is hid 
rom us ; all we know, is, that coming in- 
"5 the world to redeem us from the curſe 

We to our fins, he was pleaſed to take 


ret this 
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this curſe upon himſelf, which curſe, ac- 
cording to an article in the laws given to 
the Jews, was joined to the ignominious 
puniſhment of the crols. 

THE torment that our Lord endured 
by this kind of death, was exquiſite, and 
exceeded the pangs of an ordinary death, 
with which the whole world ſeemed ſen- 
ſibly affected. While men were thus 
acting the barbarous part, the ſun draus 
a veil of darkneſs over his naked body, 
and would not ſhine while the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs was under a cloud: the ſun 
in the firmament looked as if it were 
claathed in black, to celebrate the death 
of the Son of God. 

Tu E darkneſs that begun at noon laſt- 
ed three hours, being the length of time, 
according to fome divines, that Adam was 
under the darkneſis and horror of ſin after 
his fall, before God revealed to him the 
promiſe of a redeemer. 


Full three long hours his tender body did 
full ain 

Moſt exquiſite and poinant pain. 

So long the ſympathizing ſun his light 
withdrew, | 

And wondered how the ſtars their dying 


Lord could view. Norris. 
| ABQUT 
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ABOUT three in the afternoon, our 
dear Redeemer gave up the ghoſt, which 
as ſome have conjectured, was the time 
of the day when God promiſed to Adam, 
that the ſeed of the woman, that is. Je- 
ſus Chriſt, ſhould break the ſcrpent's 
head, that is, deſtroy the empire of ſa- 
tan. 

WHEN our Lord ſuffered, the earth 
trembled and quaked, as if it would open 
its mouth to ſwallow up thoſe vipers that 
put him to death. By this concuſion of 
the earth, it declared the innoccncy of 
our Lord, and did as it were, attempt to 
ſhake his murderers off its back, as a 
burden 1t could not endure. 

Yea, the rocks that are the hardeſt 
part of the earth, rent, and did, as it 
were, cry out againſt the horrid impicty 
of his perſecutors. Did the earth quake 
for fear when our Lord died, and can 
we hear of his death and not be moved ? 
Did the rocks rent, and ſhall we remain 
unatff.cted ? thall rocks and mountains 
be more ſenſibhle of the wrong done our 
bleſſed Redeemer, than the redeemed 
themſelves? How ſad, O ſinner, how tad 
will thy caſe be, when inſenſible nature 
ſhall witneſs in the great day, againſt 
thy thy unrelenting and unbroken heart ! 
11 "A O my 
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O my heart! Art thou not harder than a 
rock, that canſt not melt when Jeſus 
Chriſt is evidently ſet forth, crucified be- 
thy eyes?! 

JusT as our Lord expired, “ Behold 
the veil of the temple, (or the partition 
wall between the moſt holy and holy 
place; was rent in twain.” When the 
temple of his body was deſtroyed, the 
temple at Jeruſalem, that was a type of 
it, did, as it were, echo and anſwer to 
that diſſolution by rending its veil, or dy- 
ing with him, as being of no further ſig- 
nificancy ; ſince the ceremonial worſhip, 
which was kept up in the temple, was a- 
boliſhed by the death of Chriſt. 

Now was the great day of atonement, 
wherein our Lord, as the great high 
prieſt, by his own blood entered into the 
holy place, now it was he rent the veil of 
fin, that interpoſed as a thick cloud be- 
tween us and God; now it was that he 
removed the flaming ſword, and opened 
a new and living way to the tree of life. 

FA, the dead were alarmed at the 
mighty ſhock, and awoke at the noile. 


« {hc graves were opened, and many bo- 


dies of ſaints which flepr, aroſe after his re- 


ſurrection, went into tlie holy city, and ap- 
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peared unto many,” Matth. xxvil. 5, 53. 
WHETHER thoſe faints were the an- 
cient patriarchs, or the martyrs, or thoſe 
who lived in Chriſt's time, and died be- 
fore him? And whether, after having fi- 


niſhed their teſtimony, they retired to 


their graves, or accompanied our Lord 
to heaven, which is moſt probable, are 
ire things not revealed. It ſhould ſut- 
fice us, that hereby we are aſſured, that 
thole who died before Chriſt, were en- 
titled to the benefit of his death, and that 
their appearance is an earneſt of the gene- 
ral reſurrection. 

THESE were the miracles by which 
our Lord was honoured at his death ; and 
indeed it was but requiſite that ſo appro- 
bious an exit ſhonld be attended with 
ſome ſignal emanations of divine power 
to coduct people beyond the ſhame and 
pain, to conſider the ſpiritual ſignification 
of ſuch a death: thus the “ captain of 
falvation was made perfect tirough 
lufferings.” completed the work of our 
redemption by the effuſion of his blood, 
and finiſhed his mediatorial courſe through 
much tribulation, and made the croſs his 
paſſage into glory.* 

M 2 He 


* Conſummationem hoc loco gloriam ipſam intcllige. 
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He was always perfect in himſelf, but 


not in his mediatorial office, till he had 
made a full end of the ſufferings he was 
to undergo. If he had not died, he had 
not been made perfect. 
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*© HE was called by God to ſulfering, 
that he might be perfect as mediator, 
that the juſtice of God might, as it 
were, quench its thirſt in his blood, 
and the mercy of God riſe out of that 
ſea of blood: and perfect alſo as a pat: 
tern, for in that his humility, charity, 
patience appeared in the higheſt man- 
ner to tlie ſons of men for their imita- 
tion. 

« IT became God as the righteous 
ſovereign of all things, to have his 
juſtice vindicated, and as the end of all 
things to have the glory of his attri- 
butes exalted. Had not Chriſt ſuffer- 
ed, he had not been a perfect ſaviour, 
neither faithful to God nor merciful to 
Man; becauſe without blood, juſtice 
had not been ſatisfied, and ſo fin, the 
great hinderence of ſalvation, had not 
been explated, 

HE was active as well as paſſive upon 


the croſs, for it was there he made an end 


of tranſgreſſion, by the bringing in of an 
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everlaſting righteouſneſs ; it was there he 
diſarmed death and the law of their ter- 
rors; it was there he prevailed againſt the 
ates of hell, overthrew the kingdom of 
darkneſs, and purchaſed liberty for cap- 
tives. 

WHEN the Roman empire became 
chriſtian, the puniſhment of the croſs was 
put down by Conſtantine the great, who 
publiſhed an edict to forbid the ſentenc- 
ing any perſon to this ſort of death, which 
has been obſerved ever ſince throughout 
all Chriſtendom. Such was the venera- 
tion of that good emperor, for our huly 
Saviour, that he would not ſuffer any 
criminals to ſuffer death in the ſame man- 
ner as he did. 

An bleſſed Jeſus! Who can deſcribe 
that love that made thee endure the pain 
and ſcandal of the croſs! Sceft thou him 
not, O my ſoul, faſtened to the tree, con- 
flicting with his Father's wrath, and 
groaning under the burden of our fins. 
Look how his whole body is ſtretched 
and racked, his hands and teet penctrat- 
ed by nails, his ſide pierced. and how 
miſerably the thorns torment his head ! 

SEE how his looks are changed, his 
cheeks pale, his blood running, his neck 

M 3 too 
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too weak to ſupport his head, which lies 
a dying on his bleeding breaſt! Look 


how the Redeemer ſhakes and ſtirs his 
dying limbs! What gaſps and ſighs he 
fetches! Hear ye not his dying groans, 
and dolorous cries, © My God, my God, 
why haſt thou forſaken me.“ 

An ſinful wretch ! thy treſpaſs was his 
puniſhment, *© He was bruifed for our 
iniquities.” Why then do we complain 
of the Jews, and find no fault with our- 
ſelves, who are more guilty ? They were 
the inſtruments, we the procurers of his 
ſufferings. Our ſins were the traitors 


which delivered him by the hands of Jus 


das, and indeed were the principle actors 
of that woful tragedy. 

We by our fins impeached him, the 
ſpitctul prieſts who accuſed him, were 
but our agents, and his executioners our 
repreſentatives: the rude multitude who 
inſulted him, were but acting our part, 
It was thy ſins, O my ſoul, that crucified 
the Lord of glory, thy hypocriſy the kil; 
that betrayed him, thy pride and covel- 
ouſneſs the thorns that crowned him, thy 
oppreſſion and cruelty the nails that pierc- 
ed him thy lukewarmneſs the knee that 
mocked him, thy contempt of religion 

the 
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the ſpittle that defiled his face, thy an- 

er and bitterneſs the vinegar and gall 
which he drank. Vid. devout communi- 
cant. 

An what ſhall I do, who, by my ſins, 
have ſo tormented my deareſt Lord! Ah 
what contrition of heart can be great e- 
nough ! What hatred of my crimes can 
be commenſurate to thoſe fad accidents 
they have produced! Is it nothing to thee, 


O my ſoul, that thy Redeemer has ſuffer- 


ed ſo much for thy ſins? Bleſſed Jeſus, 
enlighten my benighted underſtanding, 
that I may ſee the tranſcendency of thy 
love in the bitterneſs of thy paſſion, and 
be moved by it to love thee more and 
lerve thee better. 

Tat odiouſneſs of ſin is conſpicuous 
in the ruin of fallen angels, and the mi- 
ſery of mankind, but nothing diſcovers 
ſo much of its malignant nature, as the 
precious blood ſhed tor it ; the univerſal 
and conſtant purity of our Lord's life, 
his intercefſions and tears, could not atone 
for ſin, without dying for it. How dead- 
ly was that diſtemper for which the Son 
of God muſt bleed to cure it? How ves 
nemous were thole ſpots of ſin, which 
tears without blood could not wipe off? 
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Lokp, how evil does fin appear in the 
deadly wounds of thy dear Son! With 
what pious indignation ſhould we look 
upon it! When Antonius the Roman ſe— 
nator would provoke the people to re- 
venge the death of Cæſar, their emperor, 
he cauſed the bloody robe in which he 
was murdered, to be brought out, ſay ing 
to the people, „ Behold the blood cf 
your late emperor !” This he did, that 
the the {ight of his imperial robes died in 
blood, might raiſe their indignation as 
geinſt Brutus and Caſſius, who aſſaſſinua- 
ed him. And ſhould not the {ſight of a 
bleeding Saviour much more incenſe our 
minds againſt ſin, and work in us a diſpo- 
ſition to revenge ourſelves upon it by ſe- 
rius repentance. 


V. Make proper reflections upon the 
adminiſtration of mercy and juſtice in the 
caſe of fallen men and angels. 

HER E mercy and juſtice ſhine by their 
native light but with this ſtrange diffe- 
rence in their application, that mercy 
does not take in all che miſerable, that 
are its proper objects; nor, on the other 
hand, does juſtice ſeize on all the guilty, 


that of right fall to its ſhare : yer there 
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is an exact harmony between theſe two 
attributes that ſeem irreconcileable to one 
another, for the ſur is puniſhed by juſtice 
in the ſurety, and pardoned by mercy in 
the penitent ſinner. 

THE beams of grace fhined warm, not 
only upon ſtanding angels that were near 
the throne, but on fallen men, who were 
at the greateſt diſtance from it, but diſ- 
dained. to communicate the leaſt influ- 
ence to miſerable angels : nay, more, he 
plants a new colony of theſe men in the 


regions above, to fill up the vacant ſeats 


of apoſtate ſpirits, 

THIS is matter of juſt admiration ; 
« Why mercy the milder attribute, 
« ſhould be exerciſed towards fallen man, 
* and juſtice the ſeverer attribute to- 
« wards fallen angels!” Why mortals, 
the baſer ſort, ſhould be preferred above 
angels the moſt noble creatures? Why 
worms of the earth ſhould be eſtcemed 
and advanced above thole glorious beings, 
who once had been ſtars of glory ? 

STRANGE ! That men, veſſels of clay, 


ſhould be choſen, and angels, veſſels of 


gold, be rejected. Among the various 
wonders of the loadſtone, this is not the 
leaſt, that it draws iron to it, and not 

gold 
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gold. Thus angels, thoſe golden pieces 
of the creation, are left in the pit of de- 
ſtruction, while men, the inferior and 
droſſy part of the world, are, by the arms 
of divine love, drawn out of it. 

O the riches of diſcriminating grace! 
Who can think of this difference without 
the higheſt tranſport of affections to the 
great reconciler, who would neither pre- 
vent the fall of angels, nor relieve them 
in their fallen ſtate? How wonderful is 
this diſpenſation of mercy and juſtice ! 
We were obnoxious to juſtice as well as 
angels, and they ſtood in as much need 
of mercy as we, yet we only are reſtored, 
they are expoſed to the hatred of a righ- 
teous God, while we, polluted duſt and 
aſhes, are taken into his boſom. We were 
as loathſome as fin could make us, yet he 
eſpouſed us to himſelf. 

BEHOLD the goodneſs and ſeverity 
of God! When man had reduced himſelf 
to the loweſt ebb of miſery, then God 
opened a fountain of freſh goodneſs in 
the promile of a ſaviour, and in the ful- 
neſs of time ſent his dear and dutiful Son 
to ſuffer for the children of dilobedience: 
But fallen angels, who had reduced then 
ſelves into the ſame miſerable condition, 
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leaſt relief. They groan under the an- 
ery reſentments of God; O what would 
they give for the leaſt ſoundings of his 
bowels, for the minuteſt glimpſe of hope ! 
but he that made them is reſolved to have 
no compaſſion upon them. 

LoRD, what are we, dead dogs, that 
we, and not fallen angels ſhould be viſit- 
ed with thy ſalvation ! How is it they are 
left in the diſtreſs of an eternal deſpair, 
and not we? How came we to be the 
portion of thy inheritance, and they left 
deſtitute and naked? Were not we the 
children of wrath by nature as well as they ? 
Had we any thing more to allure the 
{miles of thy goodneſs than they had? No, 
no. 

SHOULDST thou, O Lord, ſummon us 
before thy bar, not a word have we to 
ſay, why judgment ſhould not paſs upon 
us as well as upon them; yet they are 
condemned to endleſs ſufferings, and we 
are ſpared. This calls for all poſſible 
in returns of gratitude and ſervice, Lord, 
1. vat ſhall we render? 


on 

e: VI. Love, as thoſe who are previleg- 
m- Jed with ſuch diſtinguiſning grace. 

n, My ſon give me thy heart, is all the 


he return he demands from the redeemed ; 
all this 


. What he diſcovered to us. 
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this tribute of affection and acknowledge. 
ment which he requires, can be paid in 
no coin but that of love. He loved us, and 
not fallen angels, and ſhall not the flames 
of redeeming love, kindle in our breaſts a 
recinrocal affection? ſhall not we return 
a drop {or an ocean of love? 

WrE: we give him the ſupremacy of 
our loye, how little 1s it compared with 
what he deſerves ; when wound up to the 
higheſt pitch, it comes infivitely ſhort of 
The three fe- 
cred perſons challenge an equal ſhare in 
our eſteem and affectionate regards. 


I. THE higheſt ſtrains of affection are 
due to God the Father, the original ſpring 
of our ſalvation. 

To him we owe the method, as well 
as the happy contrivance ot our recovery, 
As the firit motion was from him, ſo it 
was by his command, that Chriſt died tor 
us. He is a mediator by the will of God, 
who ſet him the copy he writes after, 
therefore it is ſaid, he was faithful to 
him who appointed him, Heb. ili. 2. 
Who gave himſelf for our lins, that he 
might deliver us from this preſent evil 
world, according to the will of God, and 
our Father,” Gal. i. 4. What, our Lord 

Redecmer 


| Redeemer did and ſuffered, was by the 
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ſpecial appointment of the Father. 

EvEN the merit of Chriſt is grounded 
on the grace of God, it is called the free 
gift of God, and the gift by grace, 
which by Chriſt abounded unto many,” 
Rom. v. 15, 16. 

THE bleſſings purchaſed by Chriſt, ſpring 
from the Father, ** Bleſſed be the God 
and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who 
has bleſſed us with all ſpiritual bleſſings--- 
in Chriſt,” Eph. i. 3. Whatever Chriſt 
did as mediator, the Father was the au- 
thoritative actor in thoſe works. The 
Father who dwells in me, he doth the 
works,” John xiv. 10. 

In order to reſtore us, he cloaths his 
Son with our nature, and being found in 
faſhion as a man, he ſheathed the ſword 
of Juſtice in his tender bowels, to diverc 
the fatal ſtroke from us. But for this 
wonderful contrivance of the Father we 
had periſhed for ever : and ſhall not we 
love him, who ſo loved us? Even publi- 
cans love thoſe that love them, and ſhall 
his love, who is the firſt ſource of our 
redemption, make no impreſſion upen 
us ? 

SINCE our ſalvation was contrived by 
the Father's wiſdom, not to love him 

| N for 


— — —_— OC —— a — ͤ — — _ — 


6146) 

for ſo ineſtimable a benefit, argues not 
only the height of ingratitude, but a pro- 
fane contempt of it. If the moſt exalted 
affections are due to him for making us 
out of nothing, much more are they due 
to him for our deliverance from hell. 

Drar God! what fhall I render? 
What! didſt thou counſel and command 
thy Son to ſhed his blood to preſerve 
mine ? Didſt thou appoint the heir of all 
things to be a ſervant to rebels, and to 
give his life a ranſom for them? O that 
1 were qualified with a heart to love fo 
kind a God! O wonderful goodneſs! 
Lord, 1 admire thoſe miracles of divine 
love that appear in the redemption of 
miſerable men! O that I could ling to 


E 


the Lord a new ſong ! 


2. ThE moſt fervent acts of love are 
due to our incarnate Redeemer. 

To redeem us was not his duty, as a 
ſon, but a voluntary act, as our mediator, 
He was under no obligation to ſave us, 
till he had engaged himſelf by promile : 
If he had refuſed to anſwer for us, we 
had periſhed irrecoverably. But he gave 
himſelf for us, the innocent for the cri- 
minal. Behold how he loved us! Love 
is the firſt ſpring of all he did and en- 

dured 
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dured for us. Our miſery micht excite 
his pity, but his aftection made him a 
man of ſorrows. 

Love was the only impulſe, love ſent 
him, love offered him. It was love to 
us that made him leave the throne of 
his glory, and ſubmit to a death that had 
all the marks of diſprace and vengeance 
annexed to it. If therefore he had no 
inherent attractives, yet the very thoughts 


of what he ſuffered for us, ſhould render 


him infinitely precious to us. Enemies 
did not give him, nature did not give 
him, but he offered up himſelf a ſacrifice 
to God for us; yea, and was ſtraitened 
till he was baptized with that bloody 
baptiſm,” Luke xii. 30. How carneſtly 
did he defire our ſalvation ? It was a kind 
of death to him not to dic. 

Hrs life was a ſcene of ſufferings, but 
the work that was attended with ſo many 
difficulties, he undertook and accompliſh» 
ed with the utmoſt alacrity and joy. 
And, did he ſuffer on our account? O let 
our return be loye! Shall not his agonies 
in the garden, where he ſweat thick 
drops of blood in our ſervice, ſenſibly 
touch our hearts? Shall not the horrors 
of his ſoul on the croſs melt our congealed 
affections? Shall not that ſtupendous love 
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that carried him through all the pains of 
crijcifixion, overcome us with ingenuous 
amazement? Ah how can we think of 
what he did and ſuffered for an apoſtate 
world, without paſſionate mournings of 
love ! 

He freely left his throne to be nailed 
to an infamous tree; though he was the 
prince of life, yet cheerfully ſubmits to 
the ſeverity of a violent and approbrious 
death: he died to fave thoſe whole fins 
had murdered him. And does not this 
call for the moſt raiſed affections? He 
was called to ſuffer, we to love; he to die, 
we to live. 

Ou deareſt comforts are to be utterly 
diſvalued and renounced, when put in 
competition with the Redeemer ; If 
any man,“ ſays he, come to me, and 
hate not his father, and mother, and wite, 
and children, and brothers, and ſiſters, 
yea, and his own life allo, he cannot be 
my diſciple,” Luke xiv. 26. q. d. Our 
love to a ſaviour ſhould ſo far exceed our 
affections to theſe relatives, that on all 
occaſions wherein they would divide us 
from Chriſt, we ſhould behave ourſelves 
towards them, as if we had only an in- 
differency of affection, yea, an averſion 
for them. The hatred required here » 

only 
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only comparative, that is, a leſſer love, 
We muſt love them with a leſſer degree 
of love: ſet Chriſt on the throne, and 
them at the footſtool. He who pre- 
fers any thing before him, is not worthy 
of him.” | 

Our deliverance from the wrath to 
come, and the charter by which we are 
entitled to heaven, are the great bleſ- 
ſings he has procured tor us, but we muſt 
not overlook his love in thoſe dark hours, 
wherein he purchaſed them. If we al- 
low Chriſt's love to ſhine brighter in ſome 
periods than others, his ſuifering mo- 
ments will put in their claim. His paſ- 
ton therefore ſhould render him as dear 
as his purchaſe, if not more ſo ; for his 
love in giving us a crown of immortality 
is not ſo great as his dying for us on the 
accurſed tree. In offering up himſelf a 
ſacrifice of atonement, he diſcovers a higli- 
er affection than in beſtowing upon us 
manſions of glory. 

Nor to love a crucified ſaviour is a 
horrible crime, and more criininal in his 
eye, than the hatred of devils: they hate 
him who puniſhed them, we diſregard 


| him who died to ſave w from e 


puniſhment :; thy und againſt him un- 
cer the vials of his wrath, we under 
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ſhowers of mercy and grace. If they 


hate him, it is becauſe he torments them ; 


but what reaſon can we aſſign for not 
loving him? May they lay, Lord, if we 
don't love thee, it is becauſe thou doſt 
not love us, never didſt thou intercede, 
much leſs weep and die for us. But can 
we ſay ſo? No, no. 

So much love, ſo much religion. Mer, 
are not as their opinion, but as their af- 
fettions are, for a wicked man may be 
orthodox in judgment, and deſtitute of true 
aſſection to the great Redeemer, A man 
may be found in the faith, and rotten at 
heart. Knowledge without love is no 
better than the knowledge of devils, who 
believe and tremble. | 

In religion, what the heart does not, 
is not in God's account done at all, 
Love is the altar that ſanctifies the offer 
ing, or that which renders it acceptable to 
God. Love is acceptable of uſelf, but 
nothing acceptable without it, this is it 
that fpiritualizes our worſhip. Bleſſed 
Jeſus! bind me therefore to thyſelf with 
the chains of ſacred love. O diſſolve 
theie bonds by which I am ticd to a vile 


and vain world! Inflame my coldneß 


with the ako of thy love! O tliat it would 
now kindle in my foul ! 


Org 
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Ox x great end of God's manifeſtation 
in our nature is, that he might appear 
amicable, and have a return of affection. 
Every thought of him ſhould be attended 
with a motion ſuitable to the diſcoyer 
of ſo great a love. Worthy is the 
Lamb that was ſlain to receive bleſſing 


and honour, glory and power for ever 
and ever. 


3. THE holy Spirit alſo claims a ſhare 
in your grateful returns, 

AN equal affection is due to the Spirit, 
who is equally concerned with the Fa- 
ther and Son in our redemption : it was 
by his efficiency that Chriſt was formed 
and fitted for that great work, and that 
we are tranſlated from darknels to light. 

Tarr body of our Lord was framed by 
the powerful energy of the Spirit ; it was 
by his almighty hand, that the divine and 
human nature were fo admirably united 
in him. He had the ſpirit above meaſure, 
not only to qualify him for the media- 
torial oftice, but to ſupport him in the 
execution of it. Upon this account the 
ſpirit demands a right to our belt atfec- 
tions, O bleſſed Spirit, didſt thou form 


and fit the Saviour for my ſervice ! O. 
form my heart for thy praiſe! O that I 
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bad the tongue of an angel, to ſing hal- 
lelujah to the holy Spirit, the ſanctifier 
and comforter. 

BESID Es, it is by the operations of the 
ſpirit that our minds are illuminated, and 
that our dead ſouls are quickened : it is 
he that refines our polluted nature, and 
makes us meet to be partakers of the inhe- 
ritance of light. As the formation of 
Chriſt in the womb of the virgin was by 
the omnipotence of the Spirit, ſo our new 
nature, and ſpiritual acts in worſhip are 
produced by his influences. 

Ir is he that enlightens and enlivens 
the dark and drowſy mind, that fires the 
heart with a divine flame, that refines our 
drofly affections, and elevates them 2- 
bove the ſphere of ſenſible entertainments; 
it is he that cauſes the word, that ſpi- 
ritual ſeed to fructify, and encreaſe to 1 
glorious har veſt. 

O bleſſed Spirit! breath on theſe dry 
bones, cauſe the ſpirit of liglit, life, and 
love to enter into them; inſpire my ſoul 
with ſincere atiections to thyſelf, and 
lead my ſius captives to the dominion of 
grace: O merciful Father, fave me by 
the waſhing of regeneration, and reneu- 
ing of the Holy Ghoſt! I know not what 


to pray for as J ought, O let che Spirit 
itſelf 
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itſelf make interceſſion for me with groan- 
ings that cannot be uttered ! 

SEND, O Lord, the ſpirit of thy Son 
into my heart, crying, Abba Father ; and 
let it bear witneſs with my ſpirit, that I 
am of the number of thy children, while 
others are ſowing to the fleſh. O enable 
me by thy grace to be ſowing to the ſpi- 
rit, that ſo of the ſpirit I may reap life 
everlaſting. 

O bleſſed Spirit, enlighten my mind 
with a divine ray, that I may ſee my 
path in a world of ſnares! O ſweeten 
my enjoyments, and ſanctify my afflic- 
tions! Conduct me through the remain- 
ing difficulties of the wilderneſs, carry 


on and perfect the work of faith with 
power. 
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CHAP, VI. 


Some peculiarities of God's love in redemp- 
tion, conſidered, viz. That man ſhould be 
more loved than angels, good and bad, than 
Adam in innocency, than Chriſt himſelf in 
ſome veſpedts. Directions bow to improve 
the condition of fallen angels. In it we 
ſee the malignity of ſin, weakneſs of the 
creature, the inſufficiency of his ſufferings 
zo ſatisfy the demands of juſtice. The ne- 
ceſſity of perſeverance. 


HAT we may yet be more affected 

with this inſtance of divine good- 
neſs I ſhall briefly touch on ſome of thoſe 
peculiarities that give a diſtinguiſhing 
luſtre-to redeeming love, and then cot- 
clude the whole with proper reflections 
upon the ſtate of fallen angels, and ſhew 
what uſe we ſhould make of it, 


I. Tn E peculiarities of redeeming love. 


I ſhall only inſtance in four things a 


peculiar and wonderful, viz, That man 


ſhould | 
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ſhould be reſtored and not angels, that 
fallen man ſhould be dignified above 
ſtanding angels. That ſinful man ſhould 
have greater fayours conferred upon him 
than man in innocency. That man 
ſhould in ſome reſpects be preferred be- 


fore Chriſt. In general. 


I. THarT fallen man ſhould be pitied, 
and not fallen angels. 

HERE let us review what has been ſaid, 
and renew our admiration. Strange ! he 
ſhould ſave the human race, and paſs by 
the world of angels, when both had equal- 
ly incurred his diſpleaſure. The Son of 
God had no command to aſſume their 
nature, nor have they any call or encou- 
ragement to repent and reform ; their 
firlt rebellion proved fatal, and uſhered in 
their irrecoverable ruin. 

THE dreadtul ſentence which was ex- 
ecutec as ſoon as they rebelled, is never 
to be repealed. No time allowed them 
to conſider what they had done, and to 
repent of it, but were immediately caſt 
down io hell. 

Wx were as fit objects of juſtice as 
« they, and they as fit objects of mercy 


as we; yea, they ſeemed fitter objects 
© of divine love than we, in regard of 
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© the eminence of their nature above 
* ours: one angel excels in endowments 
« of mind, vaſtneſs of underſtanding, 
« greatneſs of power, all the ſons of 
„% men. 

„THE were more capable to love 
« and ſerve him, and becauſe of the acute- 
« neſs of their apprehenſion, more able 
* to have a due eſtimate of ſuch a re- 
„ demption, had it been offered them; 
« yet the goodneſs which had created 
« them ſo comely, would not lay out i- 
« ſelf in reſtoring the beauty they had 
« defaced. Not one devil ſpared, not 
* one apoſtate ſpirit recovered, not one 
e of thoſe eminent creatures reſtored ; 
* every one of them has only a proſpect 
« of milery, without any glimpſe of re- 


2 covery. 


THEY were ruined by the commiſſion 
of one ſin, and we redeemed after. the 
commiſſion of infinite numbers of ſins. 
Ah Lord! how is it ſo many fallen men 


are recovered and ſaved, and not one 


fallen angel ? What greater malignity in 
their offence, that thou wouldſt never 
vouchſafe to beſtow one propitious look 
upon them. 

Gop condeſcends to treat with rebel. 


lious man, but leaves them without ſo 
much 
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much as a ſhadow of hope to refreſh 
them in their tormenting flames. In 
their firſt ſin the laſt ſpark of a comforta- 
ble life was for ever extinguiſhed : their 
{:d and ſorrowful night muſt never ſee a 
morning, when, through the * tender 
mercies of our God, the day ſpring from 
on high hath viſited us,” their confede- 
rates in rebellion, Luke i, 78. the orient, 
the morning light, the riſing ſun, i. e. the 
Meſſiah, the Sun of Rigliteouſneſs, Mal. 
iv. 2. So the French, Par leſquelles 
Orient d' Enhant nous a viſitez. 


2. Id particular. That fallen man 
ſhould in ſome reſpects ſeem to be more 
loved than ſtanding angels, is another 
wonder of redeeming love. 

THAT grace which confirms them in 
their happy ſtation is wonderful, but 
comes ſhort of that love which reſcues us 
from our miſerable ſtate. Our recovery 
from the loweſt hell is a nobler inſtance 
of grace, than their happy eſtabliſhment 
in the higheſt heaven. They are con- 
tinued in their happineſs, without know- 
ing what it is to be miſerable : never had 
any experimental knowledge of evil; no, 
not fo much as the leaſt touch of a painful 
thought: but when Chriſt came to ſave 
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us, we were involved in the utmoſt miſe- 
ry, and had nothing in view but a miſe- 
rable eternity. Now, for Gud to knock 
off our chains, and reſtore us to favour, 
is an inſtance of warmer affection, than 
if we had continued therein without re- 
volting. 

BESIDES, our near reliance to God- 
redeemer confers upon us a ſuperior dig- 
nity ; the ſtanding angels, who behold his 
face with effable joy, are not ſo intimate- 
ly united to him by the bonds of nature, 
as we are by the bonds of faith. 

Hx never honoured the nature of an- 
gels in taking it upon him, as he did ours; 
and his ſufferings in our nature were no 
more for them than for fallen angels : the 
holy angels, who are confirmed in their 
happineſs, having never offended God, 
need 1.0 redeemer, nor atoning ſacrifice. 

OvR dear Saviour was crucified, not 
for thoſe ſinleſs and happy ſpirits, but for 
us polluted and ſinful mortals ; though 
they ſtood in no need of his death to a- 
tone for ſin, becauſe they never had com- 
witted any, yet may be laid to want his 
grace for their confirmation; it is thro? 


Chriſt they are incorporated, and become 
one with the church, “ That he might |: 


nee together in one all things in Chriſt, 
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both which are in heaven and on earth, 
even in him,” Eph. i. fo. 

IT is by him that they are fixed in a 
ſtate of invariable felicity, not ſtrictly as 
Redeemer, but as the conſtituted head of 
all things. If he be not their mediator, 
they come under him as an exalted head, 
and pay divine adoration to him, they are 
ſubject to his dominion, (as all power is 
given to him in heaven and earth,) but 
not as a crucified Saviour; for in that 
relation and capacity, fallen man is only 
concerned with him. 

THE angels in heaven arc happy in- 
deed, but there is not that valt occan of 
love in their eſtabliſhment, as there is in 
our reconciliation by the blood of Jclus : 
the divine goodnels in the continuance of 
their felicity is very admirable, but not 
parallel with that amazing grace which 
reſcues our miſerable fouls from deſtruc- 
tion. And thus the grace of God inthe 
work of redemption ſurmounts his good— 
neſs to the ſtanding angels. 


3. IT is farther wonderful, that the fa- 
your of God to fallen man {ſhould in ſome 
reſpects be greater than that to Adam be: 
tore the fall. 


O 2 THAT 
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THAT the triumphs of grace in the 
creation of Adam, are inferior to thoſe 
of mercy in his redemption, is evident ; 
for, in creation, man was taken out of 
the womb of nothing; in redemption, 
God reſcues him out of the grave of hell, 
Jo form man out of nothing, and inveſt 
him with the privileges of paradiſe, does 
not import ſo great a kindneſs as his de- 
liverance from the gulf of mifery, into 
which he had precipitated himſelf by 
lun. 

THoszE beams of love that ſhone on 
Adam in innocency diſappear, and hide 
their face at the ſight of the Sun of Rigl:- 
teouſneſs, that vouchſafes to ſhine upon 
apoſtate man. God's ſtipulating with up- 
right Adam was an inſtance of a very 
condeſcending temper ; but to covenant 
with him after his prefidious revolt, is a 
far greater condeſcenſion in the divine 
lovereigmy. 

% Fok God to treat with an innocent 
« creature made of earth, is ſtooping to 
„ ſome kind of equality with duſt and 
« aſhes; but to enter into bonds with 
man in his rebellious ſtate, is aſtoniſh- 
* ing beyond expreſſion. This is not, 
« O O0 Lord, after the manner of men 
„The very thoughts of ſuch rranſcen- 
„ cent 
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dent grace will overcome us with juſt 
and eternal amazement.” 

In the tranſactions before the fall there 
was a righteous good man for a holy 
good God; but in the federal agreement 
after the fall, there was a polluted finful 


man for a righteous pure God. It was 


an act of extraordinary grace in God to 
put himſelf under any engagement ta 
man before the fall ; but to enter into a 
covenant of grace with him after his a- 
poſtacy, is infinitely more aſtoniſhing, and 


muſt be reſolved into that love which 


paſſes all underſtanding. . 


TE covenant of friendſhip made 


with Adam. in innocency was pregnant 
with. great and innumerable blellings ; 
but the covenant of reconciliation made 
with him after the fall, is enriched with 


greater privileges: the diſpenſation of, 


works under which he was made, was 
very good; but the covenant of grace, 
under which he is redeemed, is furniſhed 
with richer diſplays of goodneſs. There- 
fore Chrilt is ſaid to be the Mediator of 
a better covenant, eſtabliſhed upon better 
promiſes.“ Better than that made with 
Adam, as well as with Moles. 

9. Ho better? A. In the covenant 


of grace, there is a promiſe of pardon. 
O 3 and 
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and ſanRification to the penitent believer 
after the commiſſion of fin, and of ac- 
ceptance upon our ſincere, though im- 
perfect obedience. Theſe are mercie; 
peculiar to the new covenant, mercics 
which the Jaw given to holy Adam was 
utterly unacquainted with. No room 
for repentance under that adminiſtra— 
tion. 

Ir is true, that by the diſpenſation in 
innocency, God had made ſufficent pro— 
viſion againſt the entrance of ſin, but 
none for its removal, when once it had 
entered. Adam, when created, was ſut— 
ficiently guarded againſt fin, but no pro- 
miſe of pardon was made to him in caſe 
of diſobedience, No expedient for the 
removal of fin was ever diſcovered, till 
God entered into a covenant of grace 
with our firſt parents, which was after 
their fall. 

To theſe conliderations, let me add, 
that Adam's paradiſe was upon earth, 
the fooiltool of God, and common re- 
ceptacle of birds and beaſts: but the re- 
Jcemeda's paradliſe is in heaven, the palace 


of the ſupreme Being, and reſidence cf 


holy IIS. 

Abbau ſtood by himſelf in the righte- 
ouſnefs of a creature, a weak and fllible 
bottom 
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bottom; believers ſtand in Chriſt, the im- 
pregnable rock, whoſe rightcoutneſs is 
that ot God-man, divine and durable. A- 
dam's primitive ſtate was mutable and 
obnoxious to fatal viciſlitudes, but hea- 
ven the inheritance of beitevers is um 
changeable. Paradiſe brought forth death, 
but heaven is the ſanctuary of life. How 
ſoon did Adam forfeit his royal dignity 
and dominion ? But the redeemed of the 
Lord are advanced to heaven, a region 
not ſubject to mutability. 

MoREOVER, our bodies, that now are 
baſe and vile, ſhall in the reſurrection ap- 
pear, and for ever remain more glori— 
ous than the bodies of our tuſt parents 
in their paradiſaical ſtate, ' hus man is 
reſtored with ſignal advantages, raiſed 
out of his ruins with greater ſplendor, and 
dignified with higher honours than what 
were conferred upon holy Adam, which 
made one of the pious ancients ſay, 4+ O 


how happily did J fall in Adam, who roſe 


. 8 * * Fo F. 3 
again more happily in Chriſt.— 


4. Tu father's affection to mankind 
in {ome inſtances, ſcems to be greater 
than that to his Son. : 

Thus, in matters of commutative juſ- 
tice, as in a purchaſe what we buy, we 


reckon 
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reckon more valuable than what we pat 
with : this ſuperiority of love, the apoſtle 
ſeems to aſſert, when he lays, “ God ſo 
loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son for it,” John iii. 16. This 
is, if we may ſo ſpeak, the utmoſt bounds 
we can conceive of divine love. How 
can his. aftections amount to a higher 
pitch? What could he have done more 
for man than to give his dear Son a ran- 
ſom for him. | 

How unſearchable are the treaſures of 
grace! God transfers the puniſhment of 
ſin from us unto the blefled Jeſus, who 
had no ſin, and demands the utmoſt fa- 
tistaction from him, though we were the 
real criminals Miraculous love! the 
righteous Jeſus is puniſhed for unrighte- 
ous ſinners, the innocent ſeſus ſuffers 
for guilty tranſgreſſors! Shall not the 
thoughts of ſuch love overcome me with 
admiration and amazement ? What, God 
bleſſed for ever, dic for me, for me a cur- 
{ed ungodly ſinner ! Lord, what manner 
of love is this! 

IN order to advance our fallen nature, 
the Father degrades his Son, and unitcs 
his glorious nature to our vile fleſh, to 


ditfolve our unhappy union with fin :. he 


dies on the bloody altar, to prevent our 
eternal 
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eternal death: thus God prefers our ever- 
laſting happineſs before the temporal fe- 
licity of his Son, He ſent him into this 
lower world, the element of fin and ſor- 
row, to bring us to heaven, the ſeat of 
divine purity and perfection. 

How ardent and affecting is this love 
of God, who valued our ſalvaion above 
the life of his only begotten Son ! Lord, 
is not the blood of thy Son of more va- 
lue than all thy creation? And ſhall this 
blood be fhed for us, who by fin are be- 
come the moſt contemptible part of the 
created globe? Why didſt thou ſheath 
thy ſword in his bowels, and not into ours, 
who were thy avowed enemies ? 

WHEN Chriſt prayed, O my Father, 
if it be poſlible, let this cap paſs from me.” 
Why was not his requeſt granted ? Why, 
to convince the world how he valued the 
manifeſtation of his love to man above 
the preſervation of his Son's life. He 
was made a curſe for us, that we, who 
were under the curſe of the law, might 
inherit the bleſſing, He was bruiſed by 
his Father's wrath, to prevent our falling 
under it. He become poor to enrich our 
baſe and bankrupt. nature. The ſplen- 
dor of his glorious divinity was under a 
temporary cclipſe, to make thoſe, who are 
darknels 
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darkneſs by nature, light in the Lord, 
and at laſt endured the pain and ſcandal 
of the croſs, that he might exempt us 
from infernal ſorrow, and inveſt us with 
a crown of glory. 


II. THe next thing, is to improve the 
condition of fallen angels. 

THEIR fall and irrecoverable miſery 
deſerves the conſideration of our moſt ſe- 
rious thoughts. And, O how can we 
think of it without horror? Such awtul 
and tremendous truths are not to be for- 
got, or ſlightly touched, bur to be had in 
perpetual remembrance, 

TE fin and puniſhment of angels 
teach us four things, viz. The tranſcen- 
dent malignity of ſm. Weakneſs of 
creatures in their higheſt glory. The 
inſufficiency of creatures ſufferings to ſa- 
tisfy juſtice: and necellity of perſevering 
grace. 


1. IN the fall and puniſhment of an- 
gels, we ſee the tranſcendent malignity 
of ſin. — 

TRE evil of it ſeems to preponderate 
the native goodnels of angels: yea, ſays 
one of our old divines, * There 1s more 


evil in the leaſt fin, than there is good 
Th 
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in the angels; therefore, we ſee one ſin 
conquered ſome of that noble order of 
© beings, and deprived them of their ori- 
I gival happineſs. Sin turned glorious an- 
gels into deformed devils, which it could 
never have done, if the evil of it had not 
been more than all the good in them. 
So great is the malignity of fin, that be- 
ing put into the balance of divine juſtice, 
it would outweigh all the good works of 
all the ſaints, though they were a thou- 
fand times more, and greater than they 
-. Yare. Bolton's faſt ſermon before the H. 
in Jof C. and biſhop Taylor's contempla. 
AGAIN, the everlaſting ſufferings of 
s fallen angels declare the evil of ſin to be 
n- Y unconceivably great. Who can deſcribe 
of Tche nature of that evil, which draws the 
he Yirreconcilable diſpleaſure of God upon 
la- Ibis own creatures? How evil that ſin 
ng lich has laid the foundation of their 
calamitous eternity, that turned ſo many 
glorious angels into firebrands of hell? 
an- 10 ſinful fin ! that haſt ſtripped them of 
ity their enhappying endowments, and at the 
lame time expoled them to the ven- 
ate geance of that fire Whoſe myſterious 
ſays property is always to torment, but never 
ore conſume.“ 
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Wuo can expreſs the malignity of that 
firſt ſin, for which they were eternally 
baniſhed from the preſence of the God 
that made them? Daily think of their ago- 
nies, and let thoſe thoughts quicken our 
reſentments againſt ſin. 

Our great Redeemer, who had no ini- 
quity of his own, was a great mourner 
for ſin; and ſhall we, who are infected 
with the plague of fin, fit ſtill, and not 
be concerned at the miſeries it has intro: 
duced into the world of angels as well as 
of mankind. 

TE holy angels do, after their man- 
ner, grieve for it: the Jewiſh doctors 
ſpeak of them as weeping for ſin ; and in 
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ancient Mahometan book he finds this 
anſwer of God to Moſes, viz. Even 
about this throne of mine, there ſtand 
thoſe, and they are many, that ſhed 
tears for the fins of men.” Suo modo. 
Bez. 

AND can we, poor miſerable ſinners, 
think of fin without tears, regret, and la- 
mentation ? Has it ruined angels, and wi 
it ſpare us? It caſt them from thei 
thrones into the fiery furnace, and vil 
it be kinder to us? Is it not the greate 
of all evils, and the cauſe of them? Hoi 

man 
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many poor creatures has it involved in 
eternal miſeries ? How does it triumph o- 
ver its captives ? How reſtleſs are they in 
that bed of flames, which ſin has prepared 
for them? 

An ſinful fin ! Will nothing ſhort of 
the eternal ruin of men and angels ſatis- 


dition of reprobates? How doleful their 
caſe, who feel nothing at preſent but 
moſt exquiſite ſorrows, and have nothing 
in view but the eternal duration of them. 

The moſt racking pain on earth gives but 


know. no end. 


{ bigheſt capacity. 


che higheſt degree, is bur feeble and frail, 


10.Y if left to itſelf. How ſoon were angels 


7 ruined, . though there was no outward 
enemy to aſſault them, they were crea- 
ted in an upright tate, but their native up- 


ſtraint againſt their apoſtacy. 
Ex the holy angels who are now in 
Alory would ſoon rebel, if left to the con- 
P 


fy thy rage? Who can deſcribe the con- 


a faint idea of thoſe painful ſenſations that 


2. In the apoſtacy of angels we may” 
ſee the. weakneſs of the creature in his 


CREATED. nature, - thouph refined to 


rightneſs did not prove an effectual re- 
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duct of their own underſtanding and 
counſel, as creatures they are mutable, 
and conſequently have in them a remote 
capacity of ſinning, their ſtanding is from 
the divine will; though exempt from 
corruption, yet they are not pure in the 
ſight of him who is of infinite purity ; 


hence God is ſaid to charge them with 


folly, not only becauſe their wiſdom is! 


folly compared with that of God's, but 


becauſe they have a poſlible folly in their 


nature, as creatures, to be charged with. 
Job iv. 18. | 


He puts no truſt in angels; becauſe 
they are mutable beings: he will not 


truſt them with their own happineſs; iff 


he did, it is very probable they would ſoon] 
leave their firſt eſtate, as well as the fal- 
len angels. Changeableneſs being inſepa- 


rable from a creature as ſuch, the holy] 
angels are ſtill mutable in their nature. 


No creature is naturally immutable. 


THe bleſſed angels, it is true, are un-. 
changeably holy and happy : yet, as“ 
created beings, their condition is alters 


able. None but the eternal Jeboyah| 
being immutable by nature, their confir- 
mation in glory is not from the force off 
nature, but the effect of ſupernatural}: 

grace. 


( 170 } 
grace. They are advanced above the 
danger of ſinning, but this glorious pri- 
vilege 4s not eſſential to them as creatures, 
for as ſach they have ſtill in their nature 
a poſſibility to tranſgreſs. 

AND as to our firſt parents, how ſoon 
did the mutability of their nature evi- 
dence itſelf? No ſooner were they made 
after the-image of God, but they exchang- 
ed it for that of the devil. How ſoon 
did their morning ſun ſet in a cloud ? 
And if our nature was thus weak in its 
primitive glory, O what is it now in its 
2 corrupted ftate? If holy Adam fell, how 
unable are polluted ſinners to ſtand? If 
? hein a ſtate of purity forſook his God, 
it is no wonder we do ſo in our defiled 


Condition. 


I Adam did immediately fin himſelf 
out of paradiſe, ah, how quickly ſhould 
we {in ourſelves into hell, were we not 
preſerved by the arms of infinite grace? 
If innocent Adam, who had ſtrength to 
ſtand, fell ſo wretchedly, how wonderful 
is it that we, who are impotent and fee- 
ble worms, don't fall oftencr ? 


« He that would aſk angek and Adam 


« what was the reaſon of their tall, would 
* receive no other anſwer, but becauſe 


P 2 1 depend- 


„ 
te they were creatures, and that their 
« ſtrength was unſucceſsful, becauſe it 
« depended upon their own will.” 


3. Ir creatures cannot be their own 
keepers, much leſs their own ſaviours. 

TRE miſeries of fallen angels tell us, 
how the ſufferings of mere creatures are 
not ſufſicient to ſatisfy juſtice, ſo as to 
procure the favour of an offended God. 
About ſix thouſand years are elapſed 
ſince they began to ſuffer, but are now 
as far from making ſatisfaction, as they 
were the firſt moment they entered on 
their ſorrowful ſtate. And how can 


they? If we conſider, they are beings of 


a limited nature ; and that there is no 
proportion between the ſufferings of ſuch, 
and the infinite majeſty of God, who is 
abuſed by fin. When the ſentence was 
paſled upon them, they began to ſatisfy 
by ſuffering; but alas! When will the 
work be finiſhed ? O never, never, never, 
ſo as to merit their deliverance from that 
place of rorment. 

WILL the ſufferings of innumerable 
years make a ſufficient recompence for 
the wrong offered to God by lin? No. 
Since, therefore, they are not able to ſa- 

tisfy 
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tisfy at once, they muſt be doing it by 
time lengthened out to eternity. 

AN infinite ſatisfaction muſt be made 
to God, one way or other. No, ſince 
their ſufferings are infinite in quality 
and valve, as thoſe of our Lord were, 
they mult be infinite in time and dura- 
tion. It was the immenſe dignity of our 
Redeemer's perſon, that rendered his 
ſhort ſufferings equivalent to an endleſs 
duration of punifhment, and of greater 
value in God's account than the everlaſt- 
ing puniſhment of reprobates. 


4. Tux fall of angels ſhews the neceſſity 
of perſevering grace. 

THE want of this bleſſing 1uined them, 
the promiſe of it to thoſe, who * by pa- 
tient continuance in well-doing, look for 
glory, honour, and immortality, is our 
ſecurity. Our Saviour's requeſt to his 
Father to keep his people, imports they 
were too feeble to ſecure themſelves, 
John xvi. It. 

Ovu x: perſeverance is the fruit of his 
interceſſion. If not guarded by the con- 
tinued inflences of his prayer and power, 
we ſhould be as ſo many feathers in e- 
very wind of temptation, and be foon 
ſwept. 
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ſwept away by the torrents of natural 
corruption. 

TRE watchmen of Iſrael reſides in the 
ſupreme court, where audience and ac- 
ceptance is never denied him on their be- 
half, who“ work out their own ſalvation 
with fear and trembling. 

Ir the original ſtock of grace con- 
ferred on angels could not preſerve them 
from the infection of ſin, O what need 
have we to redouble our addreſſes for 
renewed help! If their holy nature was 
Not a ſufficient guard againſt apoſtacy, 
Lord, how unable are we to keep our 
ground, were we our own keepers, as 
Adam was in innocency ? How ſoon 
would the greateſt ſtock of grace impair 
and die? the holy angels were no ſooner 
left to themſelves, but became a prey to 
à ruinous temptation,” 


MAY I never be of their number, 
who begia in the ſpirit, and end in 
the fleſh! Lord, eſtabliſh my heart 
with thy grace, and ſend in freſh 
recruits of vital influences! O de- 
liver me from myſelf, for in a worſe 
hand than my owa, thou canſt not 
leave me. Preſerve me by thy Al- 
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mighty power through faith unto ſal- 
vation. Encircle my endangered ſoul 
with the glorious arms of omnipo- 
tence! Let thy divine power and pro- 
miſe be my eternal keepers! O ſuf- 
fer not the lamp of my profeſſion to 
go out in darkneſs, for want of 
new ſupplies of grace to maintain 
It. 
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